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So, it’s that time of year again!  The time for recommitments and resolutions…the time for 

setting our sights on accomplishing those things that have been on our hearts but not yet 

implemented in our lives.  As we were coming into New Year’s Eve Sharon showed me a meme 

on Facebook that read, 

This year, I resolve to do those things I said I was going to do in 2017… 

That were copy of the things I had hoped to do in 2016… 

That I hadn’t yet done as I had planned in 2015… 

That I had first set my sights on in 2012. 

 

News flash: change does not come easy!  There are a thousand different reasons why, but the 

simple truth is that we live in our comfort zones – steadily plotting the course we’ve known and 

exerting much effort in avoiding any significant deviation from the course of the familiar (even 

when we know that course may not be the best).  We like how things are.  We like how we do 

things.  In most cases, we like who we are.  And, even if we don’t, we are comfortable enough in 

our status quo that we’d rather stick with our routines than risk the destabilizing and unsettling 

nature of change.  So, we don’t – at least in the big stuff.  True, there are certainly those more 

peripheral or marginal changes in our lives that we endure and even embrace, but the truth is that 

when it comes to really altering the path of our lives or the nature of our character, we’d rather 

not.  And, if at all possible, we don’t. 

 

But, here’s the catch.  There come times in our lives in which our reluctance to change comes 

head to head with our call to faithful living.  And, when that happens, we have to choose which 

way we’re going to go.  And that, my friends, is what I have begun to refer to, this season, as our 

Magi Moments. 

 

Let’s talk about these Magi a little bit.  There’s a lot we don’t know about these individuals.  

Where they were from, what exact roles they held, how many they were, even that they were 

men.  These are all points of conjecture and tradition that have no basis in the story as it is told.  

What we do know, however, is that, given the fact that they were tuned into a star means they 

may have been astrologers, and the detail that they unfamiliar with the placement of the 
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Messiah’s birth, they were quite possibly Gentile (non-Jewish).  And, yes, given the societal 

structure of the time, they were probably men.  So, while we understand that these were likely 

men of some notoriety in their local communities, they were not men of particular power or 

influence in the wider regions and they certainly weren’t the people we often tend to picture as 

kings.  So, what’s important to note in all of this is that these were men who would have been 

subject to the authority, and the ruthlessness, of Herod. 

 

Now remember the nature of Herod as a ruler.  The massacre of the infants in Bethlehem of 

which we read later in this chapter had, of course, not yet occurred.  But his brutality stretched 

much farther than that one event.  He was a harsh, brutal and merciless man.  It is interesting to 

note that the story of the massacre of the children in Bethlehem actually appears nowhere else in 

recorded history.  Some claim that this is evidence that perhaps it never happened that way.  But, 

many contend that it isn’t in other historical recordings because, in relation to the horrific manner 

in which Herod ruled over the people, that massacre simply wouldn’t have been a noteworthy 

historical event.  Think about that!  That’s how brutal a man this was – that you could even 

consider that the killing of all the infant boys in Bethlehem was nothing more than a blip in his 

history of his tyranny.   

 

That’s the person we’re talking about here.  When Herod told people to do something, he 

expected them to do it.  And, if you were the one he told, if you valued your life, you would do 

what he said.  So, when Herod summons these magi and sends them on their mission to discover 

the boy – they know what they’d be in for if they don’t.  They head off from Herod’s meeting 

with the intent to worship the boy as they had planned and to return with information to Herod 

just as they been instructed.   

 

Enter Jesus. 

 

They follow the star to the place at which it rests, they present their gifts to Jesus, and they are 

confronted with a choice.  The divine revelation that comes to them tells them that they should 

not return to Herod but to go home by another road, and they have to choose.  Now, remember, 

these are not kings.  These are not men who would have had the wherewithal or the power to 

defend themselves against Herod’s punishments.  And, now, in this moment, they were being 

asked to set aside who they were, alter the very foundations of what they believed in, change the 

plans they had for their lives, and all the while risk their own safety and security to do it.  Their 

comfort zones and natural reluctance to change came head to head with their newly discovered 

call to faithful living, and they had to make a choice.  And, that choice is precisely what I’m 

pointing us towards today. 

 

The quote noted in our Call to meditation today is one that is part of a list of four such quotes I 

came across as I was preparing for this message. 

• From the Liberty Digest in 1889:  “The ordinary ‘horseless carriage’ is at present a 

luxury for the wealthy; and although its price will probably fall in the near future, it will 

never, of course, come into as common use as the bicycle.” 

• From the Quarterly Review in 1825:  “What can be more palpably absurd than the 

prospect held out of locomotives traveling twice as fast as stagecoaches?” 
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• From Lee Deforest, a scientist and inventor in 1926:  “While theoretically and technically 

television may be feasible, commercially and financially, I consider it an impossibility, a 

development of which we need not waste our time dreaming.” 

• From Popular Science in 1901:  “As a means of rapid transit, aerial navigation could not 

begin to compete with the railroad.” 

 

What stood out to me about these quotes is that we are so reluctant to change that, even when 

change is underway, and even when that change is something we might be more willing to 

embrace, our natural predispositions towards the status quo keep us from even seeing the 

possibilities, much less being a part of it.  But, as we gather here on the tail end of the Christmas 

season, as we look at that moment in which so many people found their comfort zones coming 

head to head with a newly discovered call to faithful living, just imagine what might have 

happened had they missed it, or had they decided embraced the comfort of the known and the 

familiar as they knew it. 

• What might have been had Zechariah not fulfilled his responsibility in the Temple and 

not been there to receive the news of Elizabeth’s pregnancy?  Would John have been 

born?  If not, would Jesus’ ministry have changed? 

• What if Joseph had done what he anticipated and taken Mary away to divorce her 

quietly?  Would she have been able to survive?  Would Jesus have been able to overcome 

the stigma of being a child of an unwed mother? 

• What if the shepherds never came from the fields?  Would the word of Jesus’ birth have 

spread in the same way? 

• What if Mary said no?  What if she wasn’t so willing to make the sacrifices that were 

required for this birth? 

• And what about the magi?  What if they had returned to Herod?  What if they had told 

him where Jesus could be found?  Would there even be a Christian faith for us to claim 

today? 

 

It’s easy, as we hear these things, to put it back in God’s hands and say, ‘of course it would have 

happened anyway – God would have made sure of it.’  But, the reality is that God’s work, with 

little exception, is carried out by people – not by divine intervention in inexplicable ways.  And, 

the truth is that, for this story to have come to fruition, it meant that people were going to face 

the conflict between their own pursuit of the comfortable and familiar and their call to faithful 

living.  And, if these people weren’t willing to choose faith, if they had not been ready to let go 

of the comfortable for the sake of the remarkable, the entire narrative would have changed.  So, 

as we come out of Christmas this year, and as we look to our Magi Moments that will come in 

the year ahead,  

• I pray that we might see those places in which this story confronts us in the very way it 

confronted them.   

• I pray that we have the wisdom to understand where this story is longing to unsettle the 

very foundations on which we live, alter the decisions we make, and change the course of 

lives that we lead.   

• And, I pray that we might have the courage to follow the lead of the Magi, claim the faith 

of those we hear about every year in this story, and step out to live the unfamiliar and 

uncharted lives of discipleship God is calling us to live. 

 


