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There’s something of a new mantra that I’ve begun to use in various situations with our children.  

It comes up when we are working on homework, studying for tests, cleaning up the house, taking 

out the dog, and so forth.  In any number of these dialogs I’ve begun to use the mantra, ‘Do your 

part.’  In small ways, this has become my way of trying to help the kids reach that understanding 

of meeting us in the middle. 

 I’ve been working all day and have come home to immediately begin an hour-long 

marathon of math homework, so keep focused and temper your frustration as I help you – 

Do your part! 

 Mom only got three hours of sleep after working all night and then waking before noon to 

attend your holiday party in school, so try to keep the yelling and bickering to a minimum 

– Do your part! 

 We are working to get all the dishes done, laundry washed and house cleaned, so hang up 

your coat and bag when you walk through the door and don’t drop your shoes in the 

middle of the hallway – Do your part! 

 

Obviously, I could go on and on.  But, in recent months I have found myself coming back to this 

mantra of ‘Do your part’ as we try to help our kids further understand what it means to be a part 

of the greater whole that is our family and our household.  The more I have said that throughout 

this Christmas season, however, the more I have realized that this is precisely the story we have 

seen repeated, week after week, since the end of November. 

 

Many of you are aware that we have spent this season exploring the characters who were part of 

the story as it unfolded some 2,000+ years ago.  What we have seen in so many of them, 

however, was exactly this – the story of people who did their part.  From Joseph, who took Mary 

as his wife despite the personal and societal challenges that would thrust upon him – to Mary 

who embraced the call of God to bear this child regardless of the isolation that might create for 

her – to the shepherds in the field who dropped everything to go to the manger and ran home 

proclaiming the good news – this story of the nativity is a story of people doing their part.  This 

story of the nativity is the story of God proclaiming his intent, setting the narrative in motion, but 

then turning to his beloved children and saying, ‘Now, meet me in the middle and do your part!’  
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And, because they did, we are here celebrating that very story today.  And, that same narrative is 

what we see in the story of our final characters of this Christmas season – the Visitors from the 

East. 

 

Every year I find myself running head on into the utter lack of information we have about these 

characters we call the Magi.  Despite the beloved hymns, the classic portrayals and the recurrent 

Sunday school pageants – the truth is (as many of you know) that we know precious little about 

these characters.  We don’t know exactly what they were (Magi, kings, astrologers, etc…), we 

don’t know how many there were, we don’t know when they arrived (all we really know is that it 

was sometime before Jesus was 2), and we don’t know where they came from.  One thing we do 

know, however (and for today’s purposes it’s really all we need to know), is that they saw the 

star rise at his birth, the travelled and searched to find him, and in time, they did.  One thing we 

do know is that God had done his part and, just like so many others of this story – the Magi met 

God in the middle and did theirs, as they engaged the journey to discover the newborn king!  

And then, in doing so, they found Immanuel – God with them!  What I want to suggest today, 

however, is that we all stand at the precipice of the same decision – the embarkation point of the 

same journey – and we have a choice to make.  Will we do the same? 

 

We read that passage from Deuteronomy, this morning, because I think it is a good reminder that 

we are never too far away to find God.  The particular passage we shared comes early in the 

book of Deuteronomy as Moses is seeking to help the Israelites understand the call to 

faithfulness that is upon them.  The Israelites have been wandering in the wilderness for years, at 

this point, and just a chapter before this, Moses has recounted that he will not be allowed, by 

God, to cross the Jordan and enter the Promised Land they have been pursuing for all this time.  

Before they cross over without him, however, Moses lays out the laws of God that begin with the 

Ten Commandments in the very next chapter of Deuteronomy and then move on from there.   

 

So, what we have at this point from Moses is the pivot point in which he knows he will no longer 

be there to lead the Israelites and that they will be on their own to follow God and adhere to the 

Law.  And, frankly, Moses doesn’t seem to have the highest hopes for their success!  Listen, 

again, to what he says there. 

“After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time—

if you then become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the Lord 

your God and arousing his anger, 26 I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against 

you this day that you will quickly perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 

possess. You will not live there long but will certainly be destroyed. 27 The Lord will 

scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations to 

which the Lord will drive you. 28 There you will worship man-made gods of wood and 

stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell.”  (Deut 4: 25-28)  

 

Moses does not exactly paint a rosy picture of his expectations for the faithfulness of the 

Israelites.  Moses pretty much lays out, here, an egregious list of faults and misdeeds that he 

proclaims can lead to a veritable chasm between the Israelites and God.  ‘Do this,’ Moses says, 

‘and you simply couldn’t be any further from God.’  It’s not a pleasant proclamation – it is a stiff 

and hard warning that Moses issues here.  But, it’s also not the end of the story. 
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“But if from there you seek the Lord your God, you will find him if you seek him with all your 

heart and with all your soul.”  ‘Even from there,’ Moses says here…  ‘Even from that point at 

which you will have so distanced yourself from the love of God, if you seek him, you will find 

him!’  It’s a slightly obscure passage from a piece of Scripture that doesn’t get unearthed all that 

often, but I think it is a striking reminder of the profound truth that there is simply no place at 

which we are too far away to find God if we seek him.  But that, right there – that’s the catch! 

 

There’s another very brief passage I want to share with you today, however.  This one is 

probably a little more familiar to some of you and comes from the book of the Revelation to 

John.  John records the revelation, here, to the church in Laodicea – a church labeled as 

‘lukewarm,’ neither cold and distant from God nor hot and convicted in faith.  To them, and their 

lukewarm faith, the spirit of Christ proclaims, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 

anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with 

me.”  (Rev. 3:20)  It is an amazing and fascinating image that has been portrayed in a number of 

artistic works over the years – but it presents this notion of Jesus just inches away, knocking, 

wanting to come into our lives, longing to enter our homes, but waiting for us to take that action 

of actually opening the door to let him in! 

 

Do you see what I’m getting at here?  The passage from Deuteronomy serves as a profound 

reminder that we are never, ever, too far away from God to find him if we seek him.  But, at the 

same time, the Revelation to the church in Laodicea is an equally stark reminder that we are 

never, ever, so close that we don’t have to do our part! 

 

Scripture is laden with well-known and beloved passages about finding God in our lives… 

 Seek, and you shall find…knock and the door shall be opened…ask and you shall 

receive. 

 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all things shall be given to 

you. 

 See, I stand at the door and knock, if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in! 
 

Scripture is laden with passages about finding God in our lives…but those very same passages 

are the ones that remind us that we have to do our part… 

 Seek, and you shall find…knock and the door shall be opened…ask and you shall 

receive. 

 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all things shall be given to 

you. 

 See, I stand at the door and knock, if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 

come in! 

 

This remarkable, joyous, celebratory season is one that is filled with wonder and awe in light of 

the revealed and remembered truth that God has done his part.  God has come.  God has been 

born.  God has taken the form of an infant child that we might know the wondrous truth of 

Immanuel.  God has opened his love and presence to us in a way that we will never, ever be so 

far away that we could not find him.  But that story, in our lives, cannot be truly fulfilled until we 
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do our part – until we follow the lead of the Magi, embrace our journeys, and seek the newborn 

king for ourselves. 

 

The simple truth is that we live lives of perpetual distraction and overwhelming obligation.  

Every day we seem to be increasingly engaged in an array of personal, professional and familial 

obligations that ceaselessly usurp the time, capacity and energy we might otherwise put into our 

lives of faith – and the reality is that this is not going to change.  We live hectic lives, and finding 

time for our faith will be a constant balancing act in each and every day that we live.  But, we 

gather here on this crisp winter morning, with one more day of beautiful Christmas decorations 

and beloved carols, and we are once again reminded that God has done his part!  So, make a little 

time for prayer, dust off the Bible, squeeze in the opportunity to worship or meet with a study 

group and embrace the glorious promise that God has indeed done his part and is right there 

longing to be part of your life.  Rejoice in the revealed truth that God has indeed done his part – 

then meet him in the middle, and do yours! 

 

 

 

 


