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Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer   
Gracious God, we come to You seeking to see your glory, but we don’t always kn  ow what that 
looks like.  In You is abundant life but at times we are not sure if there is enough.  We look for a 
savior but our vision is too small.  Your covenant with us is an everlasting covenant but the 
things of the world confuse us and we lose patience and our confidence blurs. 
 
We need You, we long for You, we wait for You, we want to follow You… so teach us to live like 
the prayer that You taught your disciples to pray saying, “Our Father who art in heaven hallowed 
be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen 
 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
17When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me 
and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said 
to him, 
4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will 
make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 
7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their 
generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.  
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her. 
 
Mark 8:31-38 
Just previous to our reading for this morning we find Jesus and his disciples on the road.     They 
have witnessed Jesus releasing some from the demons that have possessed them, breaking the 
rules and raising the ire of authorities, and performing miraculous feedings and healings.                                                                    
Jesus has asked them who they say he is In growing experience and wonder, the disciples have 
given a variety of answers ranging from John the Baptist to Elijah or one of the prophets…                                                                                           
but Peter, volatile and passionate Peter says, “You are the Messiah!”  But we will find that there 
is more to learn about the Messiah and what it means to be his follower.  
 
Let us continue on this journey of growth in our reading this morning from Mark’s gospel 
chapter 8 verses 31-38, listen for God’s word… 
 



31Then he [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
 
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will 
save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, 
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 
comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
May we be blessed by knowing you more through these readings today, Amen. 
 
We Must Choose What Really Matters 
It is the second Sunday of Lent.  Last week Rev Ralph DiBiasio-Snyder read to us God’s 
covenant with Noah, and reminded us it was a covenant that was made not only with Noah and 
his descendants but also with every living creature.  This covenant, given with the rainbow as a 
sign, is given as an everlasting covenant. 
   
This morning we hear again of God’s covenant, this time spoken to Abram and we hear of the 
abundance of life promised.  And again we hear the assurance that God’s promise is an 
everlasting covenant.  Everlasting, forever. This means beyond this life that we know.  God will 
be our God and we will be God’s people forever…    and yet it seems at times we forget.   
 
And then there is Jesus, God’s living covenant not just in words  but in the flesh, living the 
promise, showing us that God gives us all and more than the “human things” that we find so 
attractive and necessary. And it is Jesus who now calls out to the crowd inviting, actually 
challenging them to become his followers. 
 
So Jesus has gathered his twelve disciple and they have spent time together and time with 
crowds who have gathered. And in our reading for this morning Jesus has begun to teach them a 
new thing about him and their future with him. And Peter, the one who so recently claimed 
Jesus as Messiah now puts on the breaks, pulls Jesus aside and rebukes him. Why would Peter 
behave this way? 
 
Peter rebukes Jesus because Jesus is not meeting his expectations of a Messiah, a Savior.  After 
all Peter and the other disciples have seen and been involved in some pretty amazing things.  
But the problem is that they have interpreted these amazing things, these miraculous things as a 
show of power rather than acts of love. Already these followers have given up a lot in order to be 
with Jesus.    Their identity and purpose are attached to this man and it must be 
incomprehensible now to hear Jesus say he will be killed, will leave them…and what craziness is 
this talk about rising in three days?   
 
And Jesus, making eye contact with his disciples calls one of his beloved’s Satan. And we might 
wonder if Peter, even temporarily, is exuding evil because he challenged Jesus?  
  



It is good for us to know that the meaning of the Greek word here translates Satan as 
“accuser”and this term was used in the court system of that time to refer to the prosecuting 
attorney.     
 
 Of course that was then and this is now and I don’t think we want to go about calling our 
attorney friends Satan. But nevertheless this helps us see that Peter,  in his misunderstanding 
and doubt, has in a way put Jesus on the stand and accused him of being wrong about his 
purpose and future. 
                                                                                                                                                         
 Have you ever felt like that in your faith? Has there been a time in which you struggled to 
understand what is being done in God’s name? Have you been discouraged into apathy and 
stopped showing up, stopped giving, stopped reaching out to others? Have God’s promises failed 
you because you do not see them fulfilled, or at least fulfilled in the way you hope to see them? 
No doubt, it is hard!  
              
We hear of Christians being kidnapped and killed in Syria and we can only pray. We think of 
weather that seems so unrelenting and worry for those without shelter and we respond with 
prayers and blankets and food, but it never seems enough. We lose the support of jobs or loved 
ones and search for meaning. And like Jesus who would be rejected by his own people, the 
elders and authorities we feel the sting of rejection when family or friends or even our 
government disappoints us.  And we know in our hearts that any of these things are NOT what 
God wants OR wills for us…and still… 
 
Do we lose hope in God’s promise, or do we wonder just what that promise is?   
 
I would like to shout out, “OF course we don’t lose hope!”  but the thing is, yes at times we do.                                                                                               
So let’s look further at what Jesus is teaching here, and ask ourselves, “What really matters?” 
 
Let us return to our lesson again and remember that Jesus’ response to Peter was to in turn 
rebuke him, to say you have it wrong; don’t lose hope, don’t hold so tight to the finite things that 
the world has for you. Open yourself up, imagine and live out the abundance of God’s life for 
you.  
 
Through whatever tone of voice that we hear these verses we know that both Peter and Jesus 
rebuked each other out of love. A love and hope for the other that is life giving not life 
restricting.    
        
 And that is why God created the church, the place and the people that draw us back and draw 
others in to be reminded of God’s promise and to imagine and act upon what that means.    
 
We all have a role in this and there are people and places that need the light of God’s promise 
living and breathing now. Because WE know, even if at times we doubt, that the God in Jesus 
who came to live with us is the God who shows up and hangs out with the people and situations 
in our lives that are broken, disappointed,  and suffering.                                                                     
 
Read the book and you will find, it is that same Jesus that cried over the people who did not 
know God; it is that same Jesus who broke the rules in order to spend time with the less than 
lovely or loved people. It is that same Jesus who worked to release people from the things that 
possessed and oppressed them.  It is that same Jesus that lives in and through us now and we 
must choose what really matters. 
 



What does Jesus mean when he says that we must lose our life in order to save it, that we must 
give ourselves over to follow Jesus, give ourselves over for the sake of the “good news.” It is this 
very conundrum that IS abundant life, this radical love that cares for others beyond their 
deserving… 
 
It is that same Jesus that taught his disciples to pray and sent his disciples out to a world and 
people that needed love, healing and reconciliation because it was, and is, a world filled with too 
much brokenness of mind, body, relationships, and circumstance. 
 
WE are all made for glory, we are all made for abundant life, and we are all made for each other! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
I was reading a commentary earlier this week from a pastor/author who commented on the 
Academy Awards…the Awards were a topic during our Tuesday morning book group too and I 
have to admit I only saw part of them because I fell asleep. I am not trying to say that I found 
them boring, this is simply what I do when I watch TV…I fall asleep. But this writer made a 
connection between our reading for this morning and the song “Glory” from the film Selma that 
was performed during the Awards commenting on how the march to Selma was “filled with 
confrontation and suffering and sacrifice. And yet they sing of glory.” We have heard Jesus claim 
in our reading this morning that he will suffer, be rejected and killed, and that Peter rejected the 
idea. This did not fit the concept of Messiah, glorious and powerful,   restoring the people of 
Israel to glory and power.   
 
Again, the problem is that they and sometimes we interpret these amazing things, these 
miraculous things as simply a show of power rather than acts of love.  Yet we know that for our 
Messiah there will be suffering and sacrifice.  And in this there is a surrender of power and 
security and a humility that wants only to serve others. And this we learn is glory. And in our 
hearts and in our experience we know this, because when we open ourselves up to others,  when 
we become vulnerable we are choosing what really matters and we feel more alive and 
connected to God.  This is what is meant by losing our life in order to follow Jesus. 
 
I see this glory in you, in others, even on the news.  I see it when I hear about women of our 
church who do jail visitation, I see it when a parent reaches out to find ways to help their child, I 
see it and feel it when our prayer and music send tingles of recognition up my spine and God’s 
glory is here. I see it when I get an email from a young man from our church telling me about his 
trip to India last year and how he spent his Winter break with Habitat for Humanity.  And even 
though these are human things they come to us from the heart of the divine. 
 
We share a glimpse of this when we come to the table together, when we share communion with 
God and each other…Let’s choose what really matters, Amen. 
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