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“Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  Jesus says.  “You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My 

Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there 

to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take 

you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 

going.” 

 

That’s the key line – right there.  “You know the way to the place where I am going.”  That’s 

where Thomas jumps in and says, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how would we 

know the way?”  We have to see that as the context of Jesus’ words in the rest of the passage.  

Jesus says that they know the way to where he is going, Thomas says that they don’t even know 

where he is going, much less the way, and it is in that moment that Jesus says, “I am the way and 

the truth and the life.”  It’s in that very moment that Jesus says, you know the path, you know 

life, and you know God – because you know me. 

 

“I am the way,” Jesus says.  In that same line he goes on to say that, “no one comes to the Father 

except through me.”  Now, I think we struggle with this one, sometimes, because it has been 

used, over the years, to express an exclusive nature to Christianity.  There are people, throughout 

history and today, who claim that this line shows that some certain dogma, belief, doctrine or 

theological conviction about Jesus is the only way to eternal life with God.  But, that’s not what 

Jesus says here – Jesus says that he opens the door to eternal life.  Jesus says that he provides the 

way to God.  Jesus says that everlasting glory is possible because of him.  Jesus doesn’t proclaim 

that we have to meet some theological standard or doctrinal litmus test to go to Heaven, Jesus 

says that we get to go to Heaven because of him.  He is the way! 

 

As we come closer and closer to our Holy Week remembrances – as we come nearer to the 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the Last Supper, the march to Golgotha, the crucifixion and the 

empty tomb – we have to remember that that very story is what opened, to us, the gates of 

everlasting glory.    When Thomas expressed his confusion to Jesus, when he said that he didn’t 

know the way, Jesus explained that Jesus is the way – that he is the gate for the sheep (something 
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that Julie will be exploring next week) – that he is the one who lays the path to everlasting glory 

for all of God’s beloved children.  As we near the cross, our faith compels us to remember that 

the cross is what opened everlasting life to each and every one of us.  Jesus is the way – not by 

our belief, or doctrine, or action, or character, but by the heavenly gates he opened through the 

mercy of the cross and the power of the empty tomb. 

 

“I am the truth!”  That’s the second portion of this statement from Jesus.  He goes on, in the next 

verse, “If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know 

him and have seen him.”  In other words – you have seen God in me!  I think we get really torn 

up by this notion of truth – and we spent some time on this this particular notion of knowing the 

‘truth’ of God last week.  But, I think what matters here is that Jesus came to reveal the character 

of God to us.  That was the very purpose and nature of the incarnation.  Do you remember those 

words we so often read at Christmas?  “And he will be called Immanuel, which means ‘God with 

us.’”  That was one of the central points to the person and life of Jesus.  One of themes 

throughout the Gospels, and particularly in the Gospel according to John, was that Jesus came to 

help us understand the true character and love of God. 

 

When Jesus says that he is the ‘truth,’ I think what he is expressing is that he is the revelation of 

God, to us.  Or, if I can say it another way, he is the most accurate depiction of the truth of God 

that we can see and understand.   

 When we see the love of Jesus in his care of the infirmed, what we are seeing is the love 

of God. 

 When we see the compassion of Jesus for the needy and downtrodden, what we are 

seeing is the compassion of God. 

 When we see the hospitality and welcome of the outcasts and displaced, what we are 

seeing is the hospitality and welcome of God.   

 When see Jesus extending grace, sharing love, teaching, healing, ministering, rebuking, 

caring, re-visioning, interpreting, calling, leading, following, serving, helping, receiving 

and so much more – what we are seeing is the very character of God in relationship with 

God’s people. 

 

In the first chapter of this same Gospel, the author tells us that, “No one has ever seen God, but 

the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made 

him known.”  Jesus came to open the gates of heaven and to be the way to eternal glory, but he 

also came to reveal God to us in ways that might allow us to get a glimpse, in this life, of the 

glorious love that awaits us along that way. 

 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life!”  Jesus has proclaimed that he has opened the doors to 

everlasting glory as the Way.  Jesus has shared that he has exposed us to the very character of 

our Creator as the Truth.  And, now he shows us that he is both the model and the resource we 

need for life.  “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus says at the end of this passage, “whoever believes in 

me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because 

I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son.” 
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Jesus is the savior who opens the gates to everlasting glory.  Jesus is Immanuel, who brings to us 

the very character and love of God in a way that we might get a glimpse of God’s truth.  And, 

Jesus is the example and strength for the life that we are called to live in light of His way and 

God’s truth.   

 That love of God that Jesus displayed in caring for the infirmed – that’s the same love 

that Jesus expects us to live in our lives. 

 That compassion of God that Jesus shared with the needy and the downtrodden – that’s 

the same compassion that Jesus expects should govern our lives. 

 That hospitality and welcome of God that Jesus extended to the outcasts and displaced is 

the same hospitality and welcome that Jesus expects us to extend in our churches and in 

our lives. 

 The grace, teaching, healing, ministering, rebuking, caring, re-visioning, interpreting, 

calling, leading, following, serving, helping, receiving and everything else that Jesus did 

as he shared the character of God – those are the very same things that Jesus expects us to 

embrace in the lives we live in light of God’s grace. 

 

“I am the way and the truth and the life.”  Those were the words that Jesus used to console the 

confused hearts and minds of his disciples. 

 I am the way – I am the one who has and paved the path to everlasting life. 

 I am the truth – I am the one who has come to give you a glimpse of the nature and 

character of God. 

 And, I am the life – I am the very model of the life you are called to live and the very 

strength and courage you need to live it! 

 

There are so many things we impose upon Jesus’ words – and so many restrictions and 

preconceptions that we infer in his proclamations – and we touched a little on that last week.  

But, for today, I simply want us each to consider what it was like for Thomas in that moment.  

Confused, forlorn, lost as to what was happening and who Jesus was – Jesus laid his life out in 

three very simple terms.  I have shown you who God is, I have opened the path to God, and I 

have given you all the teaching and power you need to live in God today.  More than all else we 

may question and wonder in our journeys of faith – Jesus lays out for us to remember, so plainly, 

that he is the face of God, the way to God, and the very example of how to live in God – he is the 

way, the truth and the life! 

 

 


