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Invocation and The Lord’s Prayer: 
Gracious God, You attempt to shelter us and guide us by the commandments you give us. You 
break into our lives with shouts of both anger and joy asking us to pay attention.  You seek to be 
seen outside the walls of ritual and inside hearts that bare themselves to You and you teach us to 
pray just as you taught your first disciples to pray saying, Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed  be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory…forever.  Amen 
 
Exodus 20:1-20 
20Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery;3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make 
for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or 
worship them; for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of 
parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast 
love to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall 
not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone 
who misuses his name.8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not do 
any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns.11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 
in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated 
it. 
 

12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder.14You shall not commit adultery. 15You 
shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
We can reflect on our first reading as we begin our second reading from John’s gospel.  Our 
reading from Exodus gives us commandments and Jesus, in our second reading this morning 
will…in word and in action ask us to see how these commandments are being broken by rules of 
rituals that have left faith behind. 
   
We are taught, “You shall have no other gods before me…  And further we are taught to, 
“Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.” In our second reading this morning we 
encounter Jesus in the temple the place known to the people as the place of God’s dwelling. 
Listen for God’s word in John chapter 2 verses 13-25… 
 
 



John 2:13-25 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 
tables.  15Making a whip of cords, he [Jesus] drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle.  He also poured out the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things 
out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  18The Jews 
then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?”  19Jesus answered them, 
“Destroy this temple, and in three days   I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?”  21But he [Jesus] was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Some Things Are Holy 
We are now in our third Sunday of Lent:    Each week one of our readings has been a reminder of 
God’s covenant,     first with Noah and all of creation with the rainbow as a sign, next with 
Abraham and Sarah and all of the ensuing generations.  This week we hear what God asks of 
God’s people in response; to love God and to live well with others.    
 
We are reminded to honor the work that we do and to honor the Sabbath and just as the 
rainbow was a sign of God’s covenant, keeping the Sabbath itself is another visible sign of God’s 
covenant.   
 
And how do we encounter Jesus this morning?    
 
He is in the temple and he is angry, causing chaos and disruption! It is worth noting that this 
story of Jesus in the temple is told in all four Gospels; Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  And 
Jesus, with accusations, drives people out of the temple.   
 
But there are distinct differences in our reading this morning.                                                     
 
In the other 3 gospels this story comes near the end of Jesus’ life and ministry and his actions 
ignite the religious authorities to plot to kill him.  But in John’s gospel this scene dramatically 
comes at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and in fact    it is the first large public act following 
Jesus changing water into wine at the wedding at Cana.  
 
So it is important to see within this reading    that the Temple scene in John’s gospel points to 
Jesus bringing a new way of understanding God.   
                                                                                                                                                 
Another difference is that in John’s gospel Jesus disparages the Temple describing it not as den 
of robbers as in the synoptic gospels but as a marketplace.   
 
And here is the interesting thing about that- in the temple system it needed to be a market place, 
because the temple, especially for the Passover was a destination point.   
 
Devout people traveled to get there because that was the place in which God was housed and it 
was the place where people could ceremoniously offer sacrifices.                                
 



So these travelers would need a place to acquire what was needed to worship God. But Jesus 
cracks the whip, driving the sacrificial system out, his word and actions proclaiming there is a 
new way to relate to God. 
                                                                                                                                                            
In John’s gospel there is a distinct correlation between the temple itself and Jesus.  Both will be 
destroyed and Jesus is not, in a show of power, promising to rebuild the temple but pointing 
toward himself and the resurrection, himself the Word made flesh.  
 
So what is the promise of the gospel this morning, what is the good news?   
 
Certainly we can see how jarring this would be     to have Jesus come roaring onto the temple 
mount overturning not only tables but systems - for we know we enjoy orderly worship.  And 
there is nothing wrong with this in itself…but perhaps the good news is    the promise that there 
is more! Perhaps the good news is, God can and will do extraordinary things outside our comfort 
zones. 
 
For certainly the good news is received when we are reminded that God is not held to a building 
or ritual, but broken loose, in the flesh - in Jesus and with us where ever we are (and especially 
where two or three are gathered). 
   
And certainly the good news is spread because the walls have been broken down and no one 
person or group of people has special access to God over anyone else. 
 
The gospel this morning certainly reminds us of Jesus’ promise that nothing can destroy…that 
nothing will separate us from God’s heart, God’s love, no circumstance - not even death. And       
it reminds us to keep our hearts and minds open, that God is and will continue to reveal God’s 
self in every aspect of our lives.  But maybe this actually makes us uncomfortable? 
 
In recent weeks I have placed and emphasis on the importance of the church and the work of the 
church in our lives and that you, we are the church.  I have raised up both worship and the 
outreach activities that many of you do. And certainly speaking about this is purposed with the 
hope that you will invite people to join us here,    because we have some really good things going                                
that we want to share!   
 
And place does matter…we should be and are a place that brings people together to worship God     
and also a place to be nourished and regenerate.  And for many of us this place does give shape 
to our faith, and we treasure our memories and even the opportunities we have here to grow, to 
doubt, to question, to learn.   And hopefully this place equips us to go.                                       
Some things in this way are holy. 
 
Yet reflecting on John’ gospel for this morning I found myself in honest critique of how this also 
places a weighted emphasis on God’s work happening here.  And thinking about our first 
reading this morning,    I need to say that I do believe that gathering here is a way of honoring 
the Sabbath. But perhaps we need a bit of table turning in our hearts; perhaps we need to be 
startled when we hear Jesus’ anger in the temple.  Perhaps we need to honor God’s presence    in 
the unexpected or unacknowledged places…and perhaps we need to remember that suffering is 
common to all of us,    even God. Some things in this way are also holy. 
 
Each week, like many of you, I set aside time for devotional reading, but I also set aside time for 
devotional listening.  And I do this in two ways.  I read and then I simply try to “listen” for what 
causes a spark of recognition,   a spark that asks me to dig deeper.   



 
But I also do devotional time by listening to podcasts often by different pastors and theologians         
but also from secular people speaking to issues of today.   
 
Anyhow, during my devotional listening this week    a particular sentence about the Sabbath 
kept running through my mind, and I wish to share it with you.  It said, “Sabbath is a way of life 
that honors God’s interruption into our everyday life.”     
 
Perhaps we feel an interruption in our week as we set time aside to be here together. And 
sometimes this is really hard to do because even though it is Sunday,   what we think of as the 
end of the week, there are still so many things to do or finish. And for some it ranges from 
tempting to necessary to sleep a little more that morning.             
 
And for many of us Monday is looming; there is still homework or projects to get done before 
Monday arrives.  
 
And it’s hard to see the interruption of time as holy. 
 
For some of us Sunday is the beginning of the week and it simply doesn’t feel right without 
stopping to worship,    rejuvenate and be here with people.   
 
That doesn’t make us better people or more holy than others.  It does make us glad to be here. 
No doubt, some things are holy and no doubt we need to seek and honor God’s commandment 
to keep the Sabbath.  The question is,   how do you do this? 
                       
And as we continue in the season of Lent, this season in which we try to deepen our 
understanding and relationship with God… as we try to deepen our understanding of the cross…                                                                    
as we try to understand how and why there is suffering in the world.   
 
 I challenge us all to think about how “Sabbath is a way of life that honors God’s interruption 
into our everyday life.” Some things in this way are holy. 
 
It is so real and important to look into our everyday lives and find God’s interruption there.   
 
Where do we look for God in the work that we do, as teachers, accountants, attorneys, parents, 
and children, doctors, bus drivers, artists, musicians, store clerks, students, social workers,    
snow plow drivers, engineers, and retirees.  
  
God is no less at work in the wiping of noses or the helping with homework. God is no less at 
work in the long hours of lesson planning or the crunch of tax season. God is no less at work in 
the courtroom or doctor’s office or on that bus filled with people trying to get somewhere. God is 
no less at work in the craft of the musician or artist. God is no less at work in the homebound 
person or someone who has begun the process of hospice.        
 
And God is no less at work within the walls of this church…in the squirming child in the pew,    
or the parent that worries about this, in the teenager… or anyone reluctantly here on the verge of 
boredom.  Let’s expect to meet God in all these places and people. 
Some things in this way are holy.  Amen! 
 
Let us sing together Hymn # 482   We Would Be Building 
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