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House of Cards is an American political drama television series in its third season on Netflix.  
The show received 22 Emmy Award nominations in its first two seasons.  Themes of the show 
include ruthless pragmatism, manipulation, and power. 
 
Two weeks ago, Fusion.net magazine reviewed the third season in terms of its themes and 
visuals.  The Fusion article, titled Darkness eclipsing light (March 2, 2015), pictured shadows 
swallowing sunlit buildings in the opening credits of the show, the characters often thrown into 
visual darkness on set.  Even in scenes expected to be bright, drama occurs away from the light, 
in the dark.  Some characters try to bask in the light.  It doesn’t seem to help them much.  
Important conversations are held in the dark, increasing the tension. 
 
The article asks:  What is darkness?  Is it a symbol for secrecy, evil, ambiguity?  For murkiness of 
motive?  The article’s author, Dodai Stewart, sees a battle between light and darkness in lamps 
and shadows, clothing and hair, motives and deeds. 
 
This TV battle between darkness and light can help us understand the battle depicted in John 3.  
The third chapter opens with the story of Nicodemus coming to Jesus by night – Nic at night.  In 
today’s text, the tension mounts as people make their decision either for darkness or light.  
Some love darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil.  Others, who are true, come 
to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God (3:19, 21). 
 
Light is God’s greatest gift.  Light coming into darkness is a primal religious image.  Jesus the 
light leaves the dark tomb, following the darkness at noon on Good Friday.  This is the triumph 
of light we await during Lent.  Jesus, as a babe, enters the world at the season of deepest 
darkness, in the northern hemisphere, the winter solstice.  So his birth symbolizes light coming 
into our darkness.  Today, the Ides of March, we stand just five days from the spring equinox – 
halftime in our calendar march from darkness to light. 
 
We can only wish that moving from darkness toward light were as easy as turning the calendar 
the first six months of the year.   
 
Or as easy as a household green plant growing.  My wife has a Schefflera from her mother’s 
memorial service sixteen years ago that grows so wondrously toward the window that I need to 
turn it regularly to keep it more or less upright.  Once we had a Dracaena Marginata; their surge 
to the sun is permanent.     
 
Our dog in the cold of winter will find on the floor any available patch of light and warmth from 
a window, then stretch out and enjoy.  
 



Some of us seem to love the light.  Snowbirds fly south, seeking sun treatments, addressing 
seasonal depression.  Our neighbors flocked to the sidewalks this last week, sporting sun glasses, 
shorts, and T-shirts.  But this movement, like plant and animal activity, is for our own comfort.  
 
To aim higher, we need to use our new brain, our better self, our conscience.  The self that comes 
from God and goes to God.   
 
It’s not easy.  Most of us have inner blockage, negative emotions, old messages that keep 
playing.  Some of this is from fear or doubt.  Some from abuse or addiction.  Many of us are 
stuck the fight for survival, the need to be right, the impulse to acquire and control.  We then call 
in God for back up on our puny agendas.  We are not ready or willing to pray, study, or serve so 
that light defeats darkness.     
 
What is darkness?  How do we define it, locate it?  Darkness lives in deeds, words, thoughts; 
lives outside and inside us; has a personal and global dimension; is life away from God.   
 
Let’s think about darkness.  What are your experiences with it?  What do you feel about being in 
the dark?  What are your memories of darkness?  For sleeping, dark is desirable.  While awake, 
darkness is sometimes scary.  If you move in it without proper equipment, it can be dangerous.  
Darkness symbolizes danger, threat, survival, secrecy, duplicity, manipulation, violence. 
 
Before I offer an example of darkness, and later light, let me say you will notice that human 
behavior is linked with a picture of God.  A person’s behavior is often directly related to his 
picture of God (Deepak Chopra, How to Know God). 
 
A major example of darkness is terrorism.  I’m thinking of global terror groups.  Seeing 
terrorism as darkness tells us about human behavior and a picture of God.  Terrorist behavior 
trades in obedience and reward; God is pictured as rule-maker.  To repeat, a person who sees 
himself obeying God by killing innocents is likely to believe in a God who demands obedience 
and gives rewards for obedience. 
 
Bruce Feiler, in his book, Abraham, points to a pivotal question: Are you willing to kill for God?  
The Boston Marathon Bomber in the backyard boat had sent a message indicating Yes, saying he 
wanted to kill for God and die for God, be a martyr, in order to earn a place in paradise (NBC 
News, March 4, 2015).   
 
Alan Weisman writes in his book, Countdown, that unemployed men in Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
grow frustrated and angry, that “a nation filled with angry young males is not a stable place, 
especially when they are tempted with paid opportunities to commit mayhem, including 
international mayhem” (248-9).    
 
What’s surprising to some is the killing for God by the educated who are making ends meet – the 
three men living in Brooklyn charged in late February with enlisting in ISIS; the three women 
captured at the start of March.  The FBI Director has stated there are active investigations of 
terror suspects in every state (NBC News).    
 
What about light?  Light lives in the same places that darkness lives – thoughts, words, and 
deeds; inner life and outer life; it’s personal and global.  Light is life growing nearer to God, 
growing into God, is God. 
 



Light can calm us down, help us understand our surroundings, help us discover, even lead us to 
reverence and compassion.  Light symbolizes safety, openness, truthfulness, transparency, 
peace, unity, love. 
 
An example of light is aid workers – doctors, nurses, and other helpers bringing light.  Seeing 
life-saving aid work as light also tells us about human behavior and a picture of God.  In this 
case, we see together human compassion and a compassionate God.  Again, a person who sees 
herself loving God by helping desperate strangers will likely believe in a compassionate God. 
 
Kayla Mueller, the 26 year old US aid worker from Arizona, killed by terrorists, brought light to 
children and families displaced by the Syrian civil war.  Her family reported that Kayla felt great 
joy in her work, found solace in her faith.  Kayla wrote about her work, “I have surrendered 
myself to our creator.  I have been shown, in darkness, light, and have learned that even in 
prison, one can be free.  I am grateful” (February 10 BBC News). 
 
An American aid doctor working both with the Ebola epidemic and the conflict in Syria and Iraq 
said, about doing this loving work in the face of great danger, that, “It’s a conscious choice and 
has to be a calculated choice” (USA Today, February 22, 2015).   
 
The choice between darkness and light is one we all know.  Any parent or grandparent who has 
watched a two-year-old say, “me, my, mine” knows about the fortress of the ego.  Any adult who 
has watched a four-year-old manipulate one parent against the other knows that the brain 
continues to offer us ways to get what we want.  You and I have been in this inner-fight all our 
lives.   
 
As we mature, the choices become more complex and subtle.  But in the end all positive choices 
move from a focus on “me” to a focus on “we.”  Ultimately, choices that are healthy move to a 
focus on God and our oneness with God.  Today we think of this process as a choice between 
darkness and light.   
 
So as adults our first task is to become aware that we have a choice.  This is the time when we 
stop rationalizing our deeds and start taking responsibility for our deeds.  This is when it dawns 
on us that there has to be a better way.  We always have a choice.  Our second task is to become 
aware of ourselves – our thoughts, motives, desires.  This is when we turn inward, gain insight, 
look at what might be holding us back and offer that to the light.  Our third task, as we see the 
path flooded with light, is to be disciplined enough to take the path and stick with it. 
 
How?  How do we actually love the light?  Let me suggest something simple.  Behave as if a 
parent or best friend is with you, looking out for you, watching you with love.  Act as if 
everything you say or do is encouraged by someone who cares for you.  A good friend who lost 
her mother years ago still speaks of having her mom “sitting on her shoulder.”  A middle school 
student could think of the cell phone she carries in her backpack as a reminder that her parents 
wish the best for her and for every decision she makes and are only a call away if trouble comes.  
Some people carry a cross in a pocket or purse, or wear one around the neck.  This is a reminder 
that someone who loves you is with you, rooting for you.   
 
This is a way that you think twice before you act.  This is how your greater self can monitor and 
manage your lesser self.  This is how conscience can control desire.  This is when one voice 
inside whispers, “Do it,” while another voice says, “Better not.”  Spiritual maturity is about the 
two voices becoming a single voice.  Spiritual maturity is about our fractured lifestyle becoming 



a congruent lifestyle.  Spiritual maturity is about doing what is right, as John’s Gospel says, plus 
envisioning and doing what is right for all.   
 
Will we get stuck in coping mode, in the mentality of winning?  Or will we center ourselves, be 
aware of who we are, love all persons, and surrender ourselves to the light of God?  (How to 
Know God, 182-3) 
 
I cannot make that call for you, but I can give you this good news:  we are made for the light.  
Jesus said: “Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life (8:12).  
God wants us to choose the light.  God gives us power to choose it.  God is in charge of 
overcoming darkness with light.  This is the trajectory of the Bible, brighter all the time as you 
read through it.  This is the saving work of the Holy Spirit throughout our lives.   
 
If you need more assurance of the inevitability of light’s triumph, I give you Hagar the Horrible, 
the cartoon set in the medieval world.  In one cartoon, Hagar asks Lucky Eddie, “Are the dark 
ages over yet?”  Lucky Eddie says, “Just a minute, I’ll check,” and he opens the door to the 
outside.  The cartoon shows the darkness streaming in.  And that’s the punch line, since 
darkness never streams in, darkness never covers light, whereas a little light illumines great 
darkness.   
 
Last month the editor of the Christian Science Monitor, John Yemma, observed that crime is 
down in the US and almost everywhere in the world.  Why?  He quotes a 2012 study: economic 
growth, better policing – yes, in spite of Ferguson every day now, NYC, LA, even Madison last 
weekend.  But, says Yemma, the big factor is “that crimes are interconnected and reductions in 
some crime types will induce reduction in others.”  Virtue is at work, he says, citing the 
numbers.  Standards, education, respect, integrity – these are virtues that contribute to a 
healthy society, a general moral uplift, a cycle of virtue (CSM, Feb 9, 2015).  You and I know it’s 
a battle, but Yemma argues that light is actually winning in the streets, in neighborhoods, and 
around the globe.  A culture of virtue.  A culture of light.  A culture of light to defeat darkness.    
 
When I was a boy growing up in Omaha and a member of First United Methodist Church, I sang 
then as I did all my growing years in a choir.  As a boy it was the Boys Choir.  This was a huge 
church and every Easter the congregation rented Omaha Civic Auditorium for one service that 
seated thousands, and that service was televised.  An image I’ll never forget is the little green 
light on the front of the TV camera that came on when the camera was rolling and you were 
being watched.   
 
The stage lights were intensely bright and warm, but we could still see clearly the camera light.  
We sang our hearts out – “Christ the Lord is risen today…raise your joys and triumphs 
high…Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply.”  We knew people were watching us.  We were on our 
best behavior.  The light was on.  And we loved it. 
 
Concerns of the Church and Morning Prayer 
Joys: As we continue with our Joys and Concerns of the church we acknowledge with gratitude 
God’s light shining through the work, patience and humor of Joan Marker...and we pray for joy 
and health for Joan and Tom in her retirement. 
…. 
Please continue in prayer for Corey Block and his family as they live these days with Corey in 
hospice. 
… 
Gracious God 



  
We are grateful for all that You are and all the You hope for us to be. Infuse us and draw us into 
Your light, spark your light into our hearts and our actions …so that it is You who are seen.  Help 
us to choose to be what you have made us and help us to choose to love Your light. 
 
We raise up in prayer those who are struggling with health of mind and body and spirit…bring 
light and life and healing. 
 
We raise up in prayer the violence and anger that stifles the life of so many, both those who act 
and those who are acted upon…bring peace,    knowledge and forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 
We raise up the emptiness that accompanies loss, loss of loved ones and friends, loss of security 
and especially when there is a loss of hope…shine brightly O Lord, fill us with comfort and 
inspiration. 
 
We raise up your Church – make us more in your image, ignite us in your light and draw us in 
and send us out…in Jesus who is light we pray, 
Amen. 
Let us continue with our offerings and gifts 
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