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Ezekiel 37:1-10 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 

shall know that I am the LORD.” 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 

there was no breath in them.9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and 

say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 

upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 

into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

John 11:17-27 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died.22But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.”23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  

Regeneration 

I imagine some of you may remember that song Dem Bones- either as a teaching tune for 

children…the toe bone connected to the foot bones the foot bones connected to the leg bone, the 

leg bones connected to the knee bone. Or you might remember it as a spiritual that began with 



Ezekiel’s vision singing, dem bones, dem bones dem dry bones…now hear the word of the Lord!  

In either case, it was first recorded in 1928 inspired by our first reading this morning. 

When I thought about our word for this Sunday, “regeneration”, Ezekiel’s Valley of Dry Bones 

did come to mind immediately as I tried to break down that word for its meaning.  I thought 

about “to generate” as in to cause or create, and then the “re” part made me think of “again” or to 

cause something to happen again.  And indeed one of Miriam Webster’s definitions of 

regeneration is “renewel or restoration of a body, bodily part, or biological system…”  And yes, 

that definition can fit the picture we may have in our heads of rattling bones coming back 

together and standing on their feet. 

But the Greek word, “regeneration” literally means new birth, as in the return of Spring, or a 

renewal…which both Ezekiel’s vision and John’s gospel point toward.  

Just like redemption or liberation, our words from last week, regeneration or renewal are big 

themes of the Bible, primary ways that we identify and understand God’s relationship with all of 

God’s creation.  That God can and is always doing a new thing, beyond our limited imagination. 

It is spoken through time as words of hope to come, but also in a very real sense of hope here and 

now. 

So let’s look at those ancient words from Ezekiel, a prophet of Israel, taken away during the 

Babylonian exile. He was an educated man descended from a priestly line, taken by the 

Babylonian’s with the first wave of Israel’s “elites” while others are left behind in a crumbling 

Jerusalem. Divisions of class and circumstance complicating their collective identity as God’s 

people as they experience both a national disaster and crisis of faith.  

And Ezekiel has a vision of dry bones, a valley full of them.  Dusty, lifeless, representing a 

people scattered and without hope. And it is to this barren valley that God that takes Ezekiel, and 

challenges, or asks him, “Can these bones live?” Can their hope be renewed? Can they see me in 

the midst of despair? And even if Ezekiel doesn’t know the answer, God does and dares him to 

“preach it” into what must be lifeless ears, “O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord…I will cause 

breath to enter you, and you shall live!”  

I read that in the Talmud a rabbi suggests that humanities wrongdoings are engraved into our 

bones, a moral record of conduct during our life’s journey.  Yet Ezekiel’s vision speaks of God’s 

insistence that God’s creation can, will, and is redeemable…renewed.  Those bones, by the very 

breath that creates and renews are restored, embodied, and know God. The vision that God gives 

to Ezekiel says, “In all things I am with you.”  Now and for all tomorrows. 

The Tuesday morning book group is reading a book called Easter from the Backside: A Different 

Look at the Story of Christ’s Resurrection.  The author draws a conclusion from Ezekiel’s vision 

of the valley of dry bones saying, “God is committed to life, so those who believe will dare to 

bring their death valleys to him.” 

And so we might consider, where are we called to speak, like Ezekiel, of God’s presence and 

promised renewal of spirit not only in some ultimate time but right now. Can we imagine the 

possibilities of renewed life for our dry bones? 



 

We are drawing close to Holy Week, in our real time and in the journey of Jesus. Do we look 

forward to these weeks and this story?  Do we wait, hoping to feel a sense of renewal? Do we 

place our trust in the idea that renewal will come only after the promised resurrection? 

I love this story of Jesus, the disciples, his friends Martha, Mary and Lazarus. You only heard a 

portion of it, but you may remember that the sisters, Mary and Martha have sent a message to 

Jesus that their brother Lazarus is ill, but Jesus has delayed and detoured and Lazarus has died.  

And Jesus has told the disciples that this has happened so that they will believe…but it is not 

clear what they will believe.  

We entered the story this morning with Jesus finally arriving, but Lazarus has already been dead 

4 days.  This number, these 4 days, expresses the finality of death, like a valley of dry bones. For 

the belief at that time was that the soul hovered around the body for 3 days after death, but after 

the 3rd day, the soul leaves the body for good. No hope, no possibilities in the here and now.    

And Martha meets Jesus as he approaches with…well either a profession of faith or complaint 

…or both saying, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” In either case, it has 

been four days and any possibility that Lazarus could be restored to her now is gone, her hope 

limited by what she wants even as she looks toward the distant future.  She loves Jesus but… 

We find a similar example of disciples who love Jesus…were there for the miracles, bore witness 

to people being healed, multitudes fed, lives restored yet, as Veronica Miles notes they often 

seem more prone to  “situational limitation than with restorative possibilities.”  After all, aren’t 

they the ones who tell Jesus to send the children away, and don’t they want to know how the 

multitude can be fed…wouldn’t it be better to send them away so they can manage that on their 

own.  Aren’t they also the ones that walk with Jesus, meanwhile, jockeying for the best place by 

his side.  Situational limitations superseding restorative possibilities. But then again, they are 

people, perhaps no better or worse than we are. 

John’s Gospel reading today wraps around everyday loss that we might recognize. Such as 

hearing about a loved one’s illness or death, needing to make decisions about that or wondering 

how to respond, what to do.  It speaks to how sometimes we don’t always understand the 

motives of others (including Jesus) and we fear that our trust has been broken. The gospel also 

speaks of friends and family who, like the church, wrap around the need and grief we share with 

words of consolation.   We recognize and experience all these things. 

But it is true that we can be crushed by hopes and prayers unanswered at least in the way we 

wanted. Are we living with some spiritually dry bones?  Have we waited for Jesus to come into 

our life, to restore health or wealth or family into the picture we want and understand…but like 

Lazarus in the tomb…it is already the 4th day and our hearts cannot imagine what God is already 

doing and already preparing for us…here and now!  So hear the good news- Look closely at the 

rest of the conversation between Martha and Jesus. Martha, even on that awful 4th day, looks 

toward the resurrection to come and Jesus replies, renewal and hope are also in the here and now 

saying I AM the resurrection and the life, believe in me and live. 



The gospel, the promise, the truth is that even past the very edge of hope, God is, God renews, if 

you believe in the restorative possibilities, not only in some unknown future time, but right here, 

right now!  Amen 

 
 

 
 


