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3rd Sunday in Easter “Fishing, Shepherding and Following” 

Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith 

John 21:1-19 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he 

showed himself in this way. 2Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the 

Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.  
3Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They 

went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4Just after daybreak, Jesus 

stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, 

“Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the 

net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not 

able to haul it in because there were so many fish.  

7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it 

was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other 

disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 

about a hundred yards off. 9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish 

on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11So 

Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of 

them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and 

have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew 

it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the 

fish. 14This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from 

the dead. 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 

me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, 

“Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He 

said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He 

said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said 

to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very truly, I tell you, when you were 



younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow 

old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you 

where you do not wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 

glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 

Fishing, Shepherding and Following 

So, our reading this morning begins with “After these things…”  And you might ask, after what 

things? 

And the rest of the story almost reads like a sequel to the greatest movie ever!  It is really 

important to remember what came before the reading for this morning…after what things? 

What came before this – Well of course…Jesus’ life; calling disciples, healing, and teaching, 

inviting in and loving both those he called friends and those that many found unlovable. 

And then before our reading today of course there was also Jesus’ trial, betrayal and 

death…Jesus’ resurrection and then several times when he appears and makes himself known 

again.  For example, last week Marty spoke about the Road to Emmaus, and you have probably 

heard many times the “doubting Thomas” story…some real “you have to see it to believe it” kind 

of situations. 

I LOVE this story that begins with “after these things!”  Because you have to wonder…After 

these things…Jesus’ resurrection and appearances to them, what were they doing back at the Sea 

of Tiberias…fishing… again?  But believe it or not, this is the stuff of our lives too! 

Doesn’t it seem possible to imagine, that after these things, the trial and crucifixion, the empty 

tomb and unexpected appearances of Jesus, that maybe they are overwhelmed?  And so they are 

back to doing what were probably normal, everyday, maybe even mindless tasks?  You do 

recognize this don’t you?  I know I do…I remember that when I was in seminary and working 

here full time and all three of the kids were still home…I remember often finding myself with a 

large paper due or presentation to prepare, but what did I do?  I would retreat to clean my closets 

and silverware drawers!  Haven’t you ever had the feeling that life is looming large, and all you 

want to do is sit with that overflowing basket of socks and match them up to their partners?   

And here we are in the life of the church, in an “after these things” stage with the busyness of 

preparing for and experiencing Easter done, and for many families the busyness of preparing for 

and experiencing Spring Break.  The big events have happened and now what do we do? 

Well, so here are these disciples; returning… or retreating? To those things they KNOW how to 

do.  And who really knows if they are frustrated after a long night on the sea without catching 

any fish… or just glad to shut down for a bit in the mundane.    And suddenly there is Jesus, 

telling them to try again, and the empty nets are now so full they cannot even haul it in and a 

spark of recognition comes with the reality of so much abundance! 



And then we come to one of my favorite scenes that reminds me of one of my favorite movies.  

Have you seen the movie Forest Gump?  I used a clip from that movie in the PowerPoint I made 

for the 4th- 7th grade classes for this morning to teach this same lesson.  In the story Forest, the 

main character, owns and operates a fishing boat, or rather shrimping boat.  In the scene I am 

thinking of Forest is on the boat when he is surprised to see Lieutenant Dan, the man who had 

been his commanding officer in Vietnam, sitting in a wheelchair on the dock.  Forest, so excited 

to see Lieutenant Dan starts waving like crazy and simply steps off the boat as if he could walk 

right over. 

This is what I imagine Peter might have looked like, after hearing that the stranger on the shore 

is Jesus.  And with an enthusiastic wave he just steps right out of the boat to greet him. 

But it is what happens next that struck me most this time.  It was when both the impetuous Peter 

and the more pragmatic disciples were all gathered on the beach with Jesus.  Because here is 

Jesus with a fire going and breakfast already prepared, waiting for them.  And in that moment of 

recognition and reunion Jesus invites them to add what they have to what he has already made 

ready.  It is in this moment I believe the entire story pivots around in this post resurrection 

meeting. 

All of the disciples matter, but it is Peter I think that helps us see something about the very real 

experience of following Jesus for us all.  It is Peter who keeps stepping out of the boat if you 

will.  You remember, seeing Jesus walking on the water toward them, he tried to step out of the 

boat then, but started to sink.  And you remember around another fire on that terrible night Peter 

tried to step out of Jesus’ circle and denied knowing Jesus, three times!  And there is something 

about Peter that happens after the breakfast scene this morning that speaks again to stepping out. 

It is during that wonderful exchange between Peter and Jesus… and once again another favorite 

movie comes to mind.  I do imagine many of you have seen Fiddler on the Roof.  Well think of 

this scene when Tevye, the father of five daughters has come to tell his wife that he has agreed to 

a marriage that one of the daughters has set up for herself.  Not so strange perhaps to us, but of 

course in Tevye’s world marriages are arranged by a matchmaker and the couples may not have 

even met each other, which is the case with Tevye and his wife Golde.  So it is Tevye and 

Golde’s voice I hear, when Jesus asks Peter, “Do you love me?” and Peter’s reply I imagine at 

first sounded like Golde’s, “Do I What?” And maybe initially in his head runs a list like in 

Golde’s that says something like, “with our daughters getting married and there’s trouble in the 

town…” 

It is the back and forth dialogue between Jesus and Peter that help us understand what that 

breakfast scene meant when Jesus invited the disciples to add what they had to what he had 

already prepared…because Jesus’ answer to the question do you love me, is in a way saying, 

take what we have together here and share it and care for others.  And even when our first 

response to Jesus’ “do you love me” in our lives might be that list of reasons why not, just as 

with Peter, Jesus will ask again.  All we have to do is remember that Jesus is only asking us to 

add what we have to what he has already made ready! 

So let’s summarize again 



Remember, this story we heard this morning takes place AFTER the resurrection.  Jesus has, in 

John’s gospel- already appeared to Mary Magdalene…and to the disciples on that very same 

night of that day, coming through doors and hearts locked in fear, coming to that Thomas who 

we have called “Doubting”. 

There is every reason to be transformed by JOY and HOPE…yet…there they are returning to or 

hiding in the ordinary, everyday things they know to do.  Jesus, takes what they have…doubt, 

overwhelm…Jesus even takes their fish and adds all these things to all he has and is and then 

tells them/us GO take care of all these that I love, all these that I came for and died for and offer 

them new life…and all this is right and good because he said…Follow ME! 

So let us not leave the joy of Easter behind as we return after Spring Break to our everyday life 

of work and school and home and schedules.  Let’s hold close the joy of stepping out because 

you see someone you love!  Let’s keep loving the ones, even when they are ourselves, who out 

of ego or fear deny and turn away from God.  Let’s let the pieces of this Bible reading this 

morning be a mirror and guide to our lives remembering that even beyond the miracles, the work 

and the joy and the grief, that Jesus comes even in our everyday things of life, or even into some 

of those long nights of worry and waiting…he comes with everything to give and invites us to 

bring what we have and join it with him.  And then let’s listen and respond when he asks us, “Do 

you love me?” and let our “Yes Lord, you know that I do” be acted out as he tells us, to love 

each other as he has loved us, to feed and care for his sheep.  Let’s go fishing, and shepherding 

and following. 

 

Amen. 

 


