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Both of our readings this morning come from the New Testament.  Our first reading is from 
what is called the First Letter of John and it is an appeal to the readers to keep faith in Jesus. 
 
1 John 5:1-6 
Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments.     And 
his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world.                                           
And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only   but with 
the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 
 
Our second reading for this morning is from John’s gospel.  It is a continuation from last week’s 
reading in which Jesus is speaking to the disciples on the night before he would die on the cross.  
It is a speech filled with instructions and challenge but also words of comfort and reason to hope 
in all circumstances.  And strangely enough on this night of all nights, Jesus also speaks of joy.  
Listen for God’s word in  
 
John chapter 15 verses 9-17 
9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy may be complete. 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my 
friends if you do what I command you.15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 
made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father.16You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will 
give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may 
love one another. 
 
Let us pray, 
God of love and grace, open up Your word and help to know you in and through all things.  We 
pray this in Your name; Creator, Redeemer and Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 
Choosing to Love 
It is Mother’s day and during the 10 am service the children are in a sense giving the sermon 
through a combination of things.  Some of the older children are singing or playing an 
instrument, seven of the Confirmation students are being ushers or liturgist, giving the call to 
worship and readings for this morning that I chose to preface a series of 3 skits that revolve 
around a parent’s love but also about the theme of honoring and obeying.  But most importantly     



and underlying all of this     is a presentation from the children about what choosing to love 
means. 
 
Before I go further, I want to share with you a memory of a mother’s day when my three children 
were little.  I was and still am usually the first one up in our house, but of course on this 
Mother’s day I went back to bed in order to await whatever surprise the children were cooking 
up…and cooking up is exactly what they were doing.  
  
 Of course the usual scuffle and hubbub could be heard downstairs, but then I started to smell   a   
distinct odor of burning.  Not long after this the smoke alarm went off, accompanied by Tom 
calling up the stairs, “Don’t worry, everything is fine.” Not too much  later there was a stampede 
up the stairs and the kids came in jockeying to be the first one to say,                     
 
“Happy Mother’s Day, we made you breakfast!”   
                                                                 
I was presented, with great flourish, a plate of something that looked completely unidentifiable 
and inedible. And so I said, “Mmm, what have you made for me?”  (Hoping for a clue).  
“Chocolate Eggs” they shouted.  And they went on to explain that they know that I like chocolate  
so  being the creative children they are they put a candy bar in the pan to melt it, but then it got 
all burned and smoky so they  had to scrape it out and start again. They went on to explain that   
once the new candy bar got all squishy they put in eggs, and therefore made me chocolate eggs!                                   
The moral of this story is that on that morning I “chose to love” chocolate eggs. 
 
Well our Bible readings for this morning ultimately give rise to a similar reflection; what does    
choosing to love mean for us as children of God? We just heard the word love repeated often    as 
well as abide, being chosen, keeping or obeying commandments and in the midst of this we hear   
the great gift we have in God’s love for us but also the great gift we have in the responsibility we 
carry in how we choose to love. 
 
As I was reading this week I came across a story in which someone had asked Martin Luther    
what he would do if he were told that the world was supposed to end the next day.  As the story 
goes Luther replied that he would choose to go to his garden and plant a tree because he would 
want to be found being as God intended him to be, living the life God had given. This is to live 
life with hope even in the midst of difficulties or disaster, with the hope and trust we have in 
God’s promise that God chooses us all, now and forever. 
 
Most often when I read the Bible I try to listen for what or how God may be challenging me and 
our congregation through the reading, and I do believe we are meant to be challenged. I am so 
glad when someone says after church, your sermon challenged me.  But I will admit that 
someone recently said to me, I hope jokingly, “that was good, but may be you could challenge us 
a little bit less.”  
 
I believe the Bible and prayer are the sources, by which we grow, the source through which we 
expand our hearts and minds to see beyond our limited imagination. We are called to continue 
God’s work, to seek justice, to love mercy, to in some way take part in changing the world!                                            
And so when we think of the type of things that are happening in the world, the rising number of 
dead in Nepal…events in Baltimore or  Nigeria…or Milwaukee we are challenged.       
 
When I chose the words of meditation for the order of worship for this morning I was thinking 
about how challenging life can be and how we must choose to respond. 
 



Yet, it is enough to make any of us wonder if the command to love one another AS Jesus has 
loved us, is just too hard, too overwhelming and frustrating too much on top of our everyday 
responsibilities!   
  
And, just as we are given the Bible as a source of teaching, a call to respond, I/we must 
remember that it is also a source of comfort and encouragement. And then it occurred to me as I 
read our scripture again and again that the “good news” in our reading this morning is not 
grounded in what I choose to do, but in Jesus choosing to love me…and you. 
 
And so when we hear Jesus say, “You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to 
go and bear fruit, fruit that will last…”  we must also remember that bearing fruit is not so much 
about living out a check list of commandments and accomplishments but is grounded in what 
Jesus says about abiding in his love.   
 
Patrick Johnson wrote a comment that is a good reminder for us all about the business of 
bearing fruit. He said, “The tree doesn’t try to bear fruit, it just does, because that is what a 
healthy tree does.” 
 
So as much as I feel called to preach the challenge of the gospel, I too must realize that some of 
the challenge is in resting and trusting, gathering for prayer and fellowship.  Being healthy is not 
only found in listing ideas about how we as a church might serve in the world, or about 
reminding us all about all the things we are already doing as a church.  In all that we are we 
must first rest in the knowledge that God does indeed choose us all, not for all the striving and 
obeying and bearing fruit we accomplish but simply because God in Jesus chooses to be God 
with us. And amazingly God desires a relationship with us, if Jesus is to be believed, even calling 
us friends. 
 
So, what is it about abiding in Jesus that takes part in how we abide together?  How are we, as a 
church or as individuals healthy in our relationships? 
 
What brings you joy as a member of God’s family and as a member of North Shore 
Congregational Church?  How does belonging infuse your life, bring encouragement and hope,                       
redeem and inspire new life? Is it good relationships and enjoying how each of us as individuals 
somehow all belong to each other? Think on these things. 
 
And even as our calendars and schedules challenge us, let us find joy and encouragement here, 
let us abide together, make our home in God filled with room for each other.    
 
Let’s choose to simply love.   Amen 
 
Prayer of Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Gracious and creating God, 
You love us as Your children and welcome all into your family.  We are grateful for this day and 
the beauty of creation that is budding and renewed.  You enliven us through the voices of the 
young and bring wisdom through those who have spoken to us through the years.  Teach us to 
pause in our lives and give ourselves over to abide in Your presence and teach us to pray as your 
children saying, Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come they 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts 
as we forgive our debtors and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 
Concerns of the Church and Morning Prayer 
Mary Ann Byrne as she heals from hip surgery.  Mary Rasche is in rehab at New Castle following 
knee surgery.  Please pray for good recovery for both.  Continue to keep … 
 
Nurturing God,  
Through you all things are created, through You all things continue and grow and we thank and 
praise you in this knowledge. 
 
You teach us through your word that love is the way we follow your law, live your 
commandments: 
You offer us so many opportunities to worship and love you in the way we choose to listen to 
your whisper in our hearts so show us how we may best love you with all our heart and love our 
neighbors as ourselves as we bring our joys and prayers to you. 
 
For all women today who are cherishing those they care for we pray joy, 
 
For those who are grieving or missing the ones they love, bring good memories to cherish in 
comfort and hope. 
 
For the continuing loss and continuing recovery in Nepal, may your light shine through the 
darkness. 
 
For the brokenness of relationships cause reconciliation to be desired. 
 
For the violence that has no place in Your will…bring peace. 
 
For the goodness we have, for the people we love…bring a profound sense of gratitude. 
 
We pray these things in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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