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Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of the valley. It was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; 
there were very many of them spread over the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “O 
mortal, can these bones live again?” I replied, O Lord God, only you know.” 4 And He said to me, 
“Prophesy over these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 5 Thus 
says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you and you shall live again. 6 I 
will lay sinews upon you, and cover you with flesh, and form skin over you. And I will put breath 
into you, and you shall live again. And you shall know that I am the Lord!” 
 
7 I prophesied as I had been commanded. And while I was prophesying, suddenly there was a 
sound of rattling, and the bones came together, bone to matching bone. 8 I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had grown, and skin had formed over them; but there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, O mortal! Say to the 
breath: Thus said the Lord God: Come, O breath, from the four winds, and breathe into these 
slain, that they may live again.” 10 I prophesied as He commanded me. The breath entered 
them, and they came to life and stood up on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
 11 And He said to me, “O mortal, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is gone; we are doomed.’ 12 Prophesy, therefore, and say to 
them: Thus said the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and lift you out of the graves, O 
My people, and bring you to the land of Israel. 13 You shall know, O My people, that I am the 
Lord, when I have opened your graves and lifted you out of your graves. 14 I will put My breath 
into you and you shall live again, and I will set you upon your own soil. Then you shall know that 
I the Lord have spoken and have acted” – declares the Lord. 
 
Acts 2:1-21 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2 And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we 
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 
one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
 



 
Peter Addresses the Crowd 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: 
17  
‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
    and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
    and your old men shall dream dreams. 
18  
Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
        and they shall prophesy. 
19  
And I will show portents in the heaven above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
20  
The sun shall be turned to darkness 
    and the moon to blood, 
        before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
21  
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 
 
The word of God, for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
There is Faith in the Waiting 
 
Well, Happy Birthday, Church! Today marks the birth of the Early Church and is called 
Pentecost Sunday. It is filled with Love, Hope, and Promise of newness of life. 
 
Please pray with me … 
Merciful God, may the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in your 
sight. AMEN. 
 
I am pleased and honored to be present with you today. Thank you for extending grace and 
place, making room for me in this way. 
 
Today is known as Pentecost Sunday, marking the descent of Holy Spirit upon a people. On such 
a day we recall a room filled with flames like tongues dancing around on early believers, rushing 
winds roaring throughout the room, dialects of different languages being uttered, and numerous 
cultures gathered together.  
 
As we celebrate Pentecost, we share this day with our sisters and brothers of the Jewish faith as 
they celebrate, Shavuot. For Christians, Pentecost marks fifty days after Easter and Shavuot 
marks fifty days after Passover. Observance of tradition is both powerful and very important 



within both the Christian and Jewish faiths. Recalling times within history that hold significant 
place for a people is vital to fully express and share their story.  
 
Pentecost; The gift of Holy Spirit poured down upon Jesus’ believers who had been faithfully 
waiting in Jerusalem as Jesus had instructed, is the beginning of a New Way for all who would 
believe. Shavuot; The giving of the Torah to the Hebrew people on Mt. Sinai, it represents an 
equally important beginning and New Way for them as well. Shavuot is also a festival day 
commemorating the first harvest of the year. Bare in mind, these early believers gathered in the 
Upper Room, were faithful and practicing Jews of the emerging New Way Jesus taught; they 
were in a liminal space, …faithfully waiting for their next steps. It would be for these reasons 
that the first believers and so many more would have been gathered together to celebrate in 
Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit came upon them. 
 
I tell you about this intersection of two faith traditions to emphasize the importance and value in 
understanding how the past narrative gives voice to our present circumstances.  
 
When we met the prophet Ezekiel in the text Maribeth read for us, he had been serving as 
sentinel to his people during the time of exile in Babylonia. He bore witness to the mystical 
vision of Dry Bones in the valley coming to life through the breath of God, in the Hebrew, the 
word is Ruah. This vision not only offers an image of restoration of a people, it shows how God 
desires to move forward from the place that is no longer fruitful to a place where life will 
prosper. Most importantly however, it theologically illustrates for us that above all things, “you 
shall know that I am the LORD” (v.6). We know God is Lord of all because of the ways God 
makes it possible for us to be redeemed in spite of our shortcomings and failures. I submit to 
you, God too, needed to wait for an appointed time; a cooling off period, perhaps. I don’t think it 
is too far a reach to suggest that God also needed some time to reestablish a loving and trusting 
stance with the Chosen Ones. I mean, the Almighty must have known it was not going to be an 
easy endeavor to seek fellowship with humanity… Must have known there would be times when 
the respective parties must retreat into their corners to assess, pray, ponder, wait, and regroup. 
Think of it; God had been brought to the brink and filled with such wrath and anger, so much so, 
over the idolatrous behaviors and the desecration of the Temple,  that King Nebuchadnezzar was 
permitted to decimate and cast out a people. 
 
… Though, Yahweh, being Yahweh, keeps the covenantal promises made with Abraham and 
Noah and leaves a remnant of a Chosen People for God’s Kindom. Even in exile, God’s people 
were being restored. Have you been able to find restoration in your times of exile? Have you felt 
alone, longing for answers to present themselves immediately, only to realize that those times of 
waiting and praying have become the loamy soil from out of which beautiful creation has begun 
to emerge for your life? Perhaps a serendipitous conversation with someone in line at the 
grocery store or a spark of what someone said during a fellowship time here at church?  (selah) 
 
The time had finally come. The waiting was over. God had reemphasized the point; there shall 
be NO other gods before Me. There was indeed hope in this mystical vision, and a people were 
going to be set free. The people and God had waited the necessary time for the return to the 
land, land they knew best; to be the unified people of God; where they could live more fully as 
God had commended, and experience the feeling of the breath of God wash over them and 
restore them to a newness of life. 
 
Since Easter, we, as a people of the Christian faith, have been on quite a journey, relearning or 
perhaps hearing for the first time, events that represent faith-forming which takes place in the 
waiting. Looking back over the last 50 days of worship we have been instructed on many ways to 



live our lives. We have been made ready to embark, to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the 
world around us. Since Easter on April 5th, we have been reassured that even in our doubt we 
have the example of Thomas’ doubt and we can simply turn back to Jesus and recognize his own 
wounded hands and feet marked for our redemption. We have heard stories of how Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd and the Vine and we are His sheep and branches – we too can be protectors of 
creation and catalysts for justice and mercy; that if we allow Jesus to watch over us, guide us, 
and prune us we will bare the fruits of Heaven to be shared with those around us. Additionally, 
there was the reminder of Jesus proclaiming us as friend in the Gospel of John giving us the 
example to be friends of all God’s creation. Jesus shared all of what He knew of God, with all of 
his believers, with us, that we ALL might have full and redemptive lives. 
 
Receiving the Holy Spirit is the definitive moment for Jesus’ followers. This is the moment when 
all they had been taught is transformed into the gift of Holy Presence giving them the ability to 
go, to proclaim, and to do the work of God.  One can only imagine the scene we heard of in the 
New Testament text. I can imagine their vulnerability or something similar having lived through 
Hurricane Isabel when it came crashing onto and across the state of Virginia in 2003. I too was 
held up in my home until the loud and thunderous winds faded to an eerie calm. You can believe 
I was praying to God for mercy and protection as I waited out the storm. It may seem cliché to 
say, but God truly was dwelling in that place, comforting me through and to the end. So yes, I 
can imagine and perhaps you can too, what was on their minds gathered in the Upper Room. 
 
This small, yet growing cadre of believers were not waiting for waiting sake. No, they were 
discussing the parables Jesus taught them; they were praying to God for understanding and 
strength; they were worshipping their God of creation; they were silently meditating and 
listening for God’s voice to guide their lives; and, they were sharing their own deeply held truths 
with one another, shaping, forming and strengthening as a people, ready to do the work Jesus 
had prepared for them to do. 
 
My friends, whether in exile in Babylon or in the Upper Room, God is still at work in our lives; 
like the chrysalis to the butterfly there is an appointed time that must take place, rushing the 
process could lead to devastating effects. We are still active while we wait on God’s timing. Our 
actions don’t end when it appears we are at a crossroads. We can use that time to hone the skills 
we already possess for even better use. 
 
Waiting is not an interruption of God’s plan; it is God’s plan. 
It can be and is a spiritual, positive, and purposeful time. A time when we can slow down and 
remember we are children of a loving, merciful, and generous God. Waiting and remembering 
can also be worshipful. Think of it. When we are called to wait we can serve others more fully. 
We can begin or reemphasize a daily practice of centering prayer or focus on journaling the 
wonders God presents us each and every day. We can strengthen our prayer lives and in so 
doing, discover areas about ourselves that might not have been baring the fruits we intended. 
We might discover we need to let go of something that has been holding us back in our 
relationships with God and with others. The disciples found strength with one another, 
recognizing and valuing the gifts of all members in their midst. This time of waiting affords us 
the opportunity to deeply inhale and exhale, trusting that Creator will carry us to the next place. 
Isn’t that a lovely thought? To know you can rest and be restored in the waiting? It must have 
been such a sense of relief for the disciples given all they had been through the three years 
traveling with Jesus; especially experiencing the extreme highs and lows of the fateful and final 
week of Jesus’ life. Certainly this waiting and faith-forming was greatly needed. 
 



This gift was then, and remains for us today, our Advocate with God.  Like the followers of the 
Early Church, you and I are also now equipped with the ability to tell the Good News. No matter 
our barriers, we, through the Holy Spirit, are able to illuminate the Love of God through our 
actions of loving kindness, as we heard of last week. And we can share our time, talents, and 
gifts such as supporting and/or going on mission trips or providing such basics as food for our 
hungry neighbors; leveling the playing field of life and affording equal justice for all God’s 
children. Because truly, isn’t that what Jesus was all about? To love God with all our hearts and 
to love our neighbors as we love ourselves? AMEN. 
 
Prayer of Invocation & Lord’s Prayer (debts) 
Holy One, we come before you this spring morning filled with hope of the day’s possibilities. 
Prepare our hearts to be more like yours so we might be a reflection of you to illuminate the 
darkness so all people can see your good works. Join with is as we say together the prayer Jesus 
taught; saying.  
 
Our Father, who are in heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. 
They kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. Forever. AMEN. 
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