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It seems that so often, when I am preaching on the day before Memorial Day, my heart and mind 

become enveloped on that passage from John 15.  “No one has greater love than this,” Jesus 

says, “to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  It is, in so many ways, a passage that speaks so 

directly to sentiment that surrounds us at Memorial Day.  With all of its cultural and commercial 

distraction as the ‘unofficial start of summer,’ we still manage to break through that ornamental 

periphery and find ourselves raising our flags, attending parades, saying a few extra prayers and 

simply taking a moment to realize what it means that there are those who have made that 

ultimate sacrifice, who have died, for us.  So, this a passage that bubbles up in my heart and 

mind every year around this time. 

 

But, this year, there was an added layer to it.  As we approached our service for today, I not only 

had the spirit and sentiment of Memorial Day on my heart, but also looked with great 

anticipation and joy to Jack’s baptism.  This year, our service wasn’t only surrounded by the 

cultural awareness of Memorial Day, but also by the communal bliss we share in baptism.  My 

mind rattled around with those notions early this week, as my heart was still drawn back to this 

passage from John, when suddenly it was no longer the thirteenth verse that rang through.  The 

more I considered the joy of baptism in the context of the sacrifice that is at the core of both this 

holiday weekend and our very faith, the more I kept hearing those same words over and over and 

over again in my mind.  “I do not call you servants…but I have called you friends!”  I’m not sure 

we spend enough time, in our faith, truly considering the profound implications of those words. 

 

There’s an old saying in faith, often used around Easter, that proclaims that, ‘Jesus died to be our 

Savior, and was raised to be our King.’  It’s a longstanding way for people to express a two-fold 

nature of our relationship with Christ.  He died to be our savior.  Despite our miscues, missteps, 

misdeeds, and mistakes, our relationship with God is unencumbered and our future with God is 

ensured because of the sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross.  He died to be our savior – that’s 

the first half of the two-fold relationship with Christ that is core to that mantra. 

 

The second, half, however, speaks to the ongoing ‘Lordship’ of Christ in our lives.  To say that 

Jesus was raised to be our King is to express that, upon reconciling our relationship with God 



Page #2 

through the crucifixion, Jesus was then raised to life in order to sit on the throne as the King, the 

Lord, the ruler of our lives.  It’s a very common, and I will admit in many ways a very 

reasonable, depiction of our ongoing relationship with Christ – it’s one I’ve used, and even 

preached on, in the past.  In light of his crucifixion for us, we offer up ourselves to his purposes, 

to rule, to his ‘kingship’ in our lives.  But, the more I thought about that notion, this week – the 

more I considered that concept of Jesus being raised to be our King – the more I couldn’t shake 

this deep conviction that that very notion causes us to miss out on the profound invitation that 

Jesus proclaims here in John! 

 

You see, kings have servants.  Kings have subjects.  Kings are surrounded by people who exists 

under their authoritarian rule.  They obey the king.  They pay homage to the king.  In some 

cases, they may even worship the king.  But, Jesus speaks out here in John and says, ‘I don’t call 

you my servants…I call you my friends.’  Kings have servants.  Kings have subjects.  Kings 

don’t have friends.  Jesus wasn’t raised to be our King.  He was raised to be our friend! 

 

The words of that prayer that I read from the beginning of Ephesians are a little ‘heady,’ and a 

little convoluted.  As is the case with a number of elements of the Pauline epistles, the language 

can be a little hard to penetrate.  What we know as 8 verses in our Bible was really, in the 

original Greek, basically one really long sentence with a dozen different connected clauses 

within it.  So, in our translations that try to hold some integrity to the original Greek, it can be 

hard to break through to what it is really saying.  So, I want to read some of that same passage 

for you again, but this time from The Message translation of the Bible – which is paraphrasing 

approach to Scripture.  In that translation, he paraphrases verses 15 through 19 in this way… 

That’s why, when I heard of the solid trust you have in the Master Jesus and your 

outpouring of love to all the followers of Jesus, I couldn’t stop thanking God for you—

every time I prayed, I’d think of you and give thanks. But I do more than thank. I ask—

ask the God of our Master, Jesus Christ, the God of glory—to make you intelligent and 

discerning in knowing him personally, your eyes focused and clear, so that you can see 

exactly what it is he is calling you to do, grasp the immensity of this glorious way of life 

he has for his followers, oh, the utter extravagance of his work in us who trust him—

endless energy, boundless strength! 

 

There is undoubtedly some inherent value in considering the possibility that Jesus was raised to 

be our King.  There are clearly elements of our ongoing relationship with Christ that are brought 

into some clarity through such a concept.  But, Jesus wants us to be so much more than 

subjects…than servants.  Jesus wants us to be friends.   

• A friend doesn’t simply do what is told.   

• A friend connects with a friend deeply and wants to share in what is important to the 

other.   

• A friend relies on another in a time of need and works alongside another in a time of 

challenge.   

• A friend shares the truth of him herself and is ready to receive truth back when their paths 

may be straying.   

• A friend comes to the other not with a context of subjugation and servitude, but with 

spirit of partnership and framework of love.   
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‘I do not call you servants,’ Jesus says, ‘I call you friends!’  Jesus isn’t seeking our homage and 

obedience, Jesus is longing for a deepened and thriving relationship with him that grows so 

intense as to compel within us a heartfelt living out of our faith not through command and 

obedience, but through our own conviction of what our hearts and minds compel us to do as a 

reflection of our ever-growing relationship with God in Jesus Christ! 

 

On this Memorial Day weekend, as we consider the sacrifices of so many, we are also reminded 

of the sacrifice of all sacrifices made in Christ in that moment in which Jesus died to be our 

savior.  As we gaze into the grace-inspired and love-filled waters of baptism, however, we are 

reminded of the profound truth that Jesus was raised to be so much more than our King – that he 

was raised to be a friend!  That is the journey and the relationship into which we send Jack this 

morning – and that is the journey and the relationship to which each and every one of us is 

invited ever day! 


