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Ok, so we begin with a simple 1st grade Sunday school trivia question of the day.  How many of 

each animal did Noah take on the ark?  …  Actually, if you continue reading the story into the 

seventh chapter of Genesis you will see that Noah took two of every ‘dirty’ animal onto the ark, 

but seven pair of every ‘clean’ animal.  The clean animals were those that could be offered as a 

sacrifice, so Noah took extras of those in order to be prepared to offer proper sacrifices to God.  

Just a little piece of trivia that I’m certain will come in handy at you next cocktail party!  In all 

seriousness, though, I point that out as a simple reminder that God has a profound capacity to 

surprise us.  Be it through the stories we think we know or the life he places before us each day, 

God has a capacity to catch us off guard and present us with surprising opportunities and 

challenges for faithfulness and ministry to others, and each time we encounter such a surprise we 

are faced with the question of how we will respond! 

 

Our third and final week on the Parable of the Good Samaritan brings us to some consideration 

of the Innkeeper.  He’s a little-mentioned character of the story, but the truth is I don’t think he 

gets enough credit for the part he plays.  You have to remember that we are not talking, here, 

about the Waldorf or the Four Seasons!  We’re not even talking about the Motel 6.  We’re 

talking about someone who has a small building with a lot of open space, or perhaps an empty 

room in his home, who rents out that space as an ‘inn.’  There was no housekeeping staff, no 

valets, no maintenance crew or receptionists – this was most likely someone’s home, or 

something much like that, in which people on the road would spend the night. 

 

Suddenly, into this small and private setting, bursts this Samaritan and that beaten, bloodied, 

half-dead traveler he’s been helping.  They stay the night and then it happens – the Samaritan 

leaves!  The man who brought this mess into that home promises to come back (who knows 

when) and the repay for expenses (who knows if he really will) and to compensate the innkeeper 

for the care of this man (who knows what that’s going to entail at this point) – and what does the 

innkeeper do?  He says yes!  No idea where these men came from, no idea what it’s going to take 

to get this man back on his feet, no real sense of whether or not he will actually be reimbursed 

for any of it – but face to face with a momentary opportunity to help another in need and with 

very little sense of what would come of it all, he said yes!  Now, we know nothing of the faith or 
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background of this innkeeper, and I don’t mean to make any implications about this being an act 

of devotion or faith on his part.  But, he was presented with a need and he responded, despite 

some real lack of clarity on what all might be involved – and I want to suggest that this is a 

lesson of which we could all stand to be reminded now and then! 

 

You see, what I think we see in the innkeeper, and what we see in so many of the cornerstone 

stories of our faith, is the recurrent narrative of people whom God surprised with opportunities 

for faithfulness and ministry and who were faced with the immediate question of what they 

would do in the face of that which God placed before them. 

• That story of Noah that we shared a little ago reminds us of God’s absurd call upon Noah 

to build and ark in the face of some crazy prediction of a global flood. 

• God shocks Abraham and Sarah with the blessing of their long-awaited son years after 

Sarah should have been physically capable of bearing a child – and then God challenges 

Abraham to raise a knife and sacrifice that son in an act of utter trust and faith. 

• God appears in a burning bush and calls Moses to leave his life behind, face the power 

and might of Pharaoh’s army, and lead the Israelites from Egyptian subjugation.  Then he 

turns the tables just before they enter the Promised Land and calls Joshua to lead them the 

rest of the way. 

• He chases Jonah down with a whale, he sent that little pipsqueak David out to battle the 

unbeatable giant that was Goliath… 

 

The Old Testament is laden with stories of God placing surprising opportunities for faithfulness 

and ministry in front of people and the New Testament simply continues that story…. 

• Jesus called fishermen and tax collectors to be his closest and most trusted disciples. 

• Jesus called Zacchaeus out of the tree and joined him in his home. 

• Paul was knocked down on the road and called to preach the very message he had 

committed his life to destroying. 

• Peter was called to share the Gospel with those he understood to be unworthy of the love 

of God. 

• The haughty were called to listen to the wisdom of children and share their tables with 

the forgotten… 

 

The list goes on and on but the story of our faith is the recurrent story of people being 

confronted, in moments that are least expected and circumstances that are often far from clear, 

by a call, an opportunity, a need, a challenge, or some other moment of faithfulness and ministry 

and they had to choose.  Were they going to sit back and calculate what was going to happen, 

examine every angle, consider every potential, weigh every option and objectively delineate the 

choice they would make?  Or, were they going to tackle the ministry God placed before them and 

trust in God to provide all they needed to fulfill his will in their lives? 

• Noah chose to build the ark and became the bulwark of faithfulness on which God would 

make an everlasting covenant. 

• Abraham trusted in God and was not only spared the tragedy of losing his son, but 

became the father of a people. 

• Moses led the people through the wilderness and Joshua ushered them into the Promised 

Land. 

• Jonah saved a city. 
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• David became the ultimate king of the Israelites. 

• Zacchaeus changed his life. 

• Peter brought the Gospel to countless thousands. 

• Paul became the greatest evangelist in the history of the faith. 

 

We could go on and on and on but the simple truth is that what we see in this little mentioned 

character of the innkeeper is a reminder of the story we see playing out over and over again in 

the stories of our faith.  God surprises people with a moment of ministry or faithfulness, the 

people choose to trust in God, and in their trust God’s work is fulfilled.  There is no question that 

times will come in our life in which, in some way or another, we will be faced with that same 

choice – God will shock us by dropping some need, opportunity or challenge on our doorstep, 

and we will need to choose.  Will we sit back and examine every option as we critically evaluate 

that which lies before us, or will we see the need, take it on, and trust in God to do the rest? 


