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Prayer: Gracious God, open our minds, hearts and ears to what you have for us today in your 
Word.  Amen 
 
Our first reading is from the book of Ecclesiastes, a pen name for the author which translates as 
“Gatherer” or “Teacher” and the chapter we read from speaks of God as the one who determines 
time and timing.  Listen for Wisdom in… 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3a time to kill, and a 
time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6a time to seek, and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; 8a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace. 9What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have seen the business that God has 
given to everyone to be busy with. 
 
11He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future 
into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.  
 

Time: When is God 
Please do not get distracted or concerned that I have forgotten to read the Gospel this 
morning…it will be read in “good time.” 
 
Time is a strange thing. We hang on to the concept of time as a way to measure the day and 
events or we use time to assign a schedule and structure to life. Sometimes we feel as if time is 
pressing in on us and is something we simply don’t have enough of.   
 
I often feel as if there is not quite enough time in the day or week, if only the day had a few more 
hours - or the week an eighth day perhaps then I could get everything done…Ha! 
 
Time can hold power over us as we scramble to either fill it or worry over how scarce it is. We 
think of time as a commodity, finding ways to “save” time or planning how we will “spend” time, 
or worry when we “lose” or “waste” time and commit to things only if we can “find” the time. 
 
Sometimes we fear that there is not going to be enough time to live the life we want, to do the 
things we feel we need to do. Sometimes time moves waaay too slowly as we wait, and wait,     
and wait for something to happen.                             
 



Sometimes we are so caught up in what we expect to do in the next few hours we lose track of 
the only thing we really have in time, and that is the moment we are in right now.  
 
As you may know, I was away at church camp the previous week. Time is managed and passes 
differently at camp for several reasons. We do have a schedule for the day; a time to get up,   
clean for daily cabin inspections, go to breakfast and morning worship, program time, pool time, 
lunch and mid-day meeting, FOB or “feet on bunk” time (a favorite hour when all the kids must 
be in their bunks resting), field games and free time, dinner and evening worship, program time,   
snack, cabin devotions, campfires, star gazing and finally lights out.     
And frankly as I listen to myself read this schedule it almost sounds a little too planned out and 
busy to actually encounter God - but no worries- reality lives out much better than our schedule 
on paper! 
 
This is in part because we are intentional about NOT using electronic devices…we do not allow 
them except during bunk time.  Instead of using a cell phone to check the time we rely on a more 
antiquated method…and no I do not mean a sundial…we wore watches.   
 
There was a wonderful “gift of time” in wearing watches rather than carrying our cell phones 
around.  There was no urge - or - ability to quickly check our phones to see what text, Facebook 
notifications, tweets, snap chats or email messages were lurking out there.  We were much more 
present in the moment and frankly it was easier to be aware of God’s presence because of this! 
 
Our first reading this morning has a lot to say about time and that there is a time and purpose 
for all things. Yet the author also writes, “I have seen the business that God has given to 
everyone to be busy with.  He has made everything suitable for its time; moreover he has put a 
sense of past and future into their minds, yet they cannot find out what God has done from the 
beginning to the end.”   
 
For all of our goals and plans, for all of our anxiety to keep things the same or to change things 
according to whatever schedule and events we have laid out for ourselves… we are not going to 
come up with a better plan than what God has for us and no matter how hard we may try to 
manipulate time ultimately we are always in God’s time.   
 
One of our book group members brought an interesting reading to the group last Tuesday 
written by Rabbi Harold Kushner which spoke to the question of where is God saying that the 
question    “…should rather be phrased ‘When is God?’ Asking ‘When is God? guards against 
thinking of God as a physical entity, occupying a fixed point in space, and lets us comprehend 
God as a quality of relationship.  There are no places where God is or is not; there are only 
moments of encountering God.” 
 
As Christians we embrace the reality of God in Jesus, in our Gospel reading this morning we also 
get a deep glimpse of the humanity of Jesus…when even the desire and need, the plan to get 
away from it all, is thwarted if you will by…compassion.  Listen now for God’s word in… 
 
Mark chapter 6 verse 30-34, and then 53-56 
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He said 
to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many were 
coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a 
deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 
hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he went ashore, he saw 



a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
  
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When 
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized [Jesus] him, 55and rushed about that whole 
region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he 
went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that 
they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 
So often the story and images in the Gospels have a ring of the familiar with our own daily lives.  
In our reading today we find people coming and going, rushing about busily trying to get what 
they need, to be well, wanting to be whole. Isn’t this much like our days? Yet as I read and reflect 
on these verses it occurs to me that in all this rushing about the people were running on ahead of 
Jesus    rather than following him…but then again the reason for all this rushing was to be able 
to be with Jesus. How often do we rush about for this?  Are we part of “the many” who know 
they need Jesus? 
 
This reading is actually a bit of cut and paste from the Gospel of Mark, bookends to some major 
happenings.  What you haven’t heard this morning is about Jesus giving his disciples power and 
authority to go out, to preach, to cast out demons, to anoint and cure the sick.  And now they are 
falling all over themselves, probably jockeying to tell Jesus all about it, their successes and 
perhaps failures, the way some have welcomed them and some have rejected them.    
 
Meanwhile, what you haven’t heard this morning is that Jesus’ cousin and companion John, the 
one who baptized him has been killed in a cruel and senseless way. I can imagine Jesus in the 
throes of his own humanity, the sorrow and fear as well as fatigue and need for himself and his 
followers to take a break. “Come away” he invites, and yet there is that interruption that is God, 
that response of compassion that reaches beyond momentary plans and objectives. The 
interruption of plans becomes the moment of God and Jesus and the disciples end up spending 
time with “the multitudes”  who are searching for something they hope Jesus can give them. 
 
And so another thing you haven’t heard this morning from between the Gospel verses is the 
spectacular miracles of Jesus, feeding over 5,000 with a few loaves and fishes, nor have you 
heard, even though it is written that Jesus at the end of that very long day is seen by his disciples 
walking on water across the stormy sea and then climbing into the disciples boat.  And even 
though these same people were there during the miraculous meal when so many are fed, even 
though these same people just watched with awe as Jesus walked across the rolling sea,    they 
do not understand and the Gospel notes, “their hearts were hardened” (Mark 6:52). 
 
Our faith is based on both the spectacular and the quietest moments. The same Jesus that we 
read of performing miracles such as changing water into wine, healing the sick, giving sight to 
the blind, calling the dead to life is the same Jesus who felt grief and fatigue, the need to get 
away, the need to pray. 
   
We as his followers may find our hearts hardened at times, miracles and teachings too hard to 
understand or perhaps believe. We may find it hard to commit to God or the church more than 
we feel we have time for because we are waiting for the path and plan to be clear.                            
But that is exactly when we need to stop looking behind or ahead for God, stop waiting for a 
miracle, stop longing for things to stay the same, stop waiting for things to change…just be with 
God now. 
 



We know it can be very real for us to at times wonder where God is in the everyday busy-ness of 
life… or ask when is God acting in the unending problems we or others face in the world.                                                                                      
It may be hard to experience God when time does not seem to be on our side…but then God’s 
time doesn’t follow our logical plans and schedules nor is it seen only in spectacular events or is 
it miracle driven…  
                                                                                                          
When is God?  God is when compassion is given, received and given again.  Compassion is when 
even the lightest touch of Jesus can be the start of healing the hurt and brokenness you or others 
feel. 
God is when very real things such as teaching and learning are offered…when the hungry are 
fed, when the ill are given a way toward health, when anger or fatigue and frustration give way to 
forgiveness and reconciliation, when we realize that all are loved by God even when we don’t 
love…that is when God is, that is what we are called to, that is where your heart will live.                        
And the Good News is…that is a moment you are already in! 
 
God is in the moments… both when you know you need God, and also in those moments when 
compassion touches you and you see the need of others! 
 
Some of you come to church like clockwork, thinking of it as the beginning or ending of your 
week because church is a constant on your schedule. Some of you are watching time and 
wondering when this sermon will end …remember as you leave these doors and move into the 
rest of your week, remember that God is in the interruptions of your schedule, God is in that 
touch of compassion that is not captive to time, God is when God is…Amen! 
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