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I love the Psalms.  These ancient songs of our faith reflect the reality of the human condition in 

ways that I think are truly unique to the Psalms.  So much of Scripture can lead us to become 

excessively theoretical, theological and academic about our faith and that process of hyper-

analysis can cause us to overlook the heart and truth of the Bible that speaks to the reality of our 

every day.  And, the Psalms bring us back to that heart.  The Psalm reflect the genuine, and often 

unfiltered, relationship between humanity and God. 

• The 22nd Psalm cries out with anguish as the Psalmist perceives an absence of God in the 

midst of his turmoil and proclaims, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me.” 

• The 51st Psalm speaks to the faltering of our human ways and seeks the forgiveness and 

grace of God exclaiming, “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.” 

• The 91st Psalm reminds us of the protection of God, “You who live in the shelter of the 

Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty, will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge 

and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.’” 

• Psalm 139 speaks of God as our very creator, “For it was you who formed my inward 

parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.” 

• And Psalm 150 seeks to bring us to the praise of God for His utmost glory in our lives as 

it sings, “Praise the Lord!  Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty 

firmament…” 

 

These, and so many Psalms, seek to poetically unearth the truth of our relationship with God, 

with all of its ups and downs, as songs that speak to the heart of who we are, who God is, and 

what God longs to be for our lives.  And so much of that very truth is unveiled in this 103rd 

Psalm. 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—who forgives all your 

iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns 

you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live…The 

Lord works vindication…8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love…10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay 
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us according to our iniquities…the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to 

everlasting…” 

 

I love the Psalms in general, but my heart was drawn to this one in particular, for this message, 

because I think it speaks volumes to our third and final pass at this Parable of the Laborers in the 

Vineyard.  As some of you may recall, we spent the first two Sundays of this month on this 

parable exploring the temptations and dangers of living life by comparison.  We explored the 

manner in which our gratitude and thanks to God often fades when we compare our blessings to 

the greater blessings we perceive in those round us.  And, we explored the manner in which our 

sense of God’s care and love in our lives can be clouded when we compare our struggles to those 

around us and begin to think that our woes aren’t worth God’s love and care.   

 

Today, however, we turn to the owner – to that man who kept going back to that field to hire 

more and more workers for his vineyard.  His seemingly endless room for workers, and goodwill 

to provide for those who needed that work, was brought to its utmost fruition at the end of the 

story when those very workers were all paid a wage that, for most of them, was well beyond 

what they might have expected for the time they put in.  Suddenly, all of those questions begin to 

emerge about how things should have been handled, how the workers should have been treated, 

and so much more.  Walt Hadcock even joked on the way out of our first week on this parable as 

he suggested that this parable might be titled, ‘The Parable of the Vineyard Owner Who Didn’t 

Have the Right Change!’  But, I think when we really boil it all down, it comes down to that 

underlying question of fairness! 

 

What’s really at issue here is whether or not these workers were treated fairly.  Was it fair to 

those early workers that the latter workers got paid just as much?  Was it fair to give someone 

who spent an hour in the cooling evening the same compensation he gave to those who had spent 

ten times as long, through the worst hours of the heat of the day, doing the same work?  This 

parable really takes us down that road of the question of fairness.  But, as we all know full well, 

life isn’t fair.  It’s lesson we learn early on as kids – it’s a lesson parents seek to try to teach kids 

over and over again – and it’s a lesson of which we are reminded regularly in our lives.  Life 

isn’t fair.  It never has been.  It never will be.  Sometimes we will be on the favored side of that 

unfairness.  Sometimes we will be on the not-so-pleasant side.  Always, we will need to look at 

ways in which we can be part of balancing the unfairness that is sometimes created around us.  

But, with all of that said, I think we can miss a key lesson in this parable if we simply chalk it up 

to a Biblical representation of the unfairness in life and the manner in which we ought to 

respond.  Because, when we really hone in on the owner, we are not only brought face to face 

with the unfairness of it all, but we are truly driven to consider how fair we really want things to 

be. 

 

Allow yourself to consider, for a minute, the allegorical representation of God.  Imagine, if you 

will, that God is the vineyard owner and we are the laborers.  We all, and so many others, fit 

somewhere in that scene of laborers.  Some of feel as though we’ve been out on that field our 

entire lives.  Some of us may still be hanging out on the edges and have yet to accept the 

invitation to join in.  Some of us have been at it for years, others are brand new to our journeys.  

We all fit somewhere in that story of embracing God’s invitation, and most of us have stories of 
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how we have fallen in and out of the workforce now and then.  But, ask yourself, truly ask 

yourself, how fair you really want that owner to be! 

• Do you really want your pay at the end of the day to be based on how long you’ve been 

there? 

• Do you really want your reward to be a reflection of what you have put in during your 

time? 

• Do you really want what you receive to be a ‘just’ compensation for what you have 

earned?   

• Or, are you suddenly perfectly happy to get what you get because you, too, are among 

those who are receiving far more than they deserve! 

 

“Bless the Lord, O my soul,” the Psalmist writes, “and do not forget all his benefits—who 

forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the Pit, who 

crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good as long as you live…The 

Lord works vindication…8 The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love…10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to 

our iniquities…the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting…” 

 

Do you really want God to be fair?  Do you really want God to deal with you according to what 

you’ve earned?  The whole point of this thing we call faith – the entire foundation of our 

relationship with God – is that it’s grounded in grace, in mercy, in love.  Not in fairness.  And, I 

don’t know about you, but I wouldn’t want it any other way! 

 

A few weeks ago, as some of you may remember, I had the privilege of returning to the church I 

had served in Clarkston, MI to participate in a baptism and to preach to that congregation.  It was 

a great joy, but you may recall that it was also a bit of a challenge, as I knew I was walking into a 

fellowship that had been broken by a divisive ministry that had emerged in the years since I was 

there.  As I prepared that message, however, my heart was drawn to Paul.  I reflected on the fact 

that he was the most vehement persecutor of the earliest followers of the way that was known in 

the years just after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  I pointed out that he stood approvingly over the 

stoning of Stephen as Stephen was put to death for his commitment to Christ.  And then we came 

face to face with the fact that that man – the very man who had devoted his life to snuffing out 

any furthering of the teachings of Christ – that man was the one whom God called to become the 

greatest evangelist in the history of our faith.   

 

The point?  God always bases the future on what can be, not on what was!  God always sets us 

forward based on His love and grace, not based on what we have done or earned.  Our today, our 

tomorrow, and our eternity are enfolded in that steadfast love of the Lord that is from everlasting 

to everlasting, and it has nothing to do with what we’ve done, where we’ve been, what we’ve 

earned, or what is fair! 

 

The history of our faith, and the very foundation of our relationship with God in Jesus Christ, is 

that it doesn’t matter if you are a king or a pauper, a saint or a sinner, a lifelong laborer or a last-

minute arrival, God’s grace, mercy and love has room for all of us and it is never, ever, a 

question of what we’ve done, what we’ve earned, or what is fair, but is always a reflection of the 
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everlasting steadfast love of God that was shown to us in Jesus Christ.  And, I won’t venture to 

speak for you.  But, as for me, I’d certainly want it no other way!  

 


