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I once came across the story of a second grader, named Tommy, who was particularly effected 

by the story of Eve’s creation from the rib of Adam in the second chapter of Genesis.  As you 

may recall (it just happens that we hit on this story last week), the story suggests that God noted 

that Adam needed a companion and thus placed Adam into a state of deep sleep.  While sleeping, 

the story goes on, God removed one of the ribs from Adam and used that the create Eve – the 

first woman. 

 

Well, Tommy was blown away by this story.  As his Sunday school teacher shared the lesson, he 

sat there awestruck and perplexed by the manner in which the story unfolded.  And, for days to 

come, Tommy continue to replay the tale in his mind over and over and over again.  It was late in 

the week at school, however, that Tommy’s teacher saw a very stunned and overwhelmed look 

that overtook Tommy’s face.  All of a sudden, Tommy placed his hand on his side and grew 

almost pale in consternation.  Tommy’s teacher quickly approached him to check on him.  

“Tommy, are you ok?  What’s wrong.”  “I just suddenly got this pain in my side,” Tommy 

proclaimed, “I think I’m going to have a wife!” 

 

There is a point at which we, perhaps, try to apply Scripture a little too directly to our lives – 

such was Tommy’s youthful error.  However, what I want to suggest, today, is that the average 

Christian leans far more in the direction of failing to apply Scripture to life at all, than he/she 

actually applies Scripture too directly to the lives we lead.  We fall to a tendency, in our faith, to 

approach Scripture as the informative book on Christian history and theology – properly 

educating us on the details of Christian faith.  All the while, we forget that the primary purpose 

of Scripture is to allow God to inform our lives and our faith, not just our knowledge and 

theology. 

 

The psalmist proclaims, “Your Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”  And, in 

the second letter to Timothy we hear that, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who 

belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  Notice that the Psalmist 
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doesn’t proclaim the word of God to be the bulwark of his theological indoctrination and the 

letter to Timothy doesn’t say that scripture is useful for the purpose of conveying details, 

articulating history or formalizing education.  No!  The Psalmist proclaims that the word of God 

is a lamp unto his feet – that it illuminates the path that he travels and guides the very steps that 

he takes in his life.  And, the letter Timothy says that Scripture equips people for service, inspires 

good works, corrects errant ways and guides in righteousness.  In other words, Scripture isn’t 

meant to simply articulate theology, it is meant to form discipleship.  And, that’s the very reason 

that, no matter how many times we go back to it, Scriptures seems to always have a new message 

to proclaim to our lives. 

 

I’ve told the story, before, of the manner in which I was so surprised, early in my ministry, at the 

plethora of messages and meanings that people would infer from my sermons on Sunday 

morning.  I was blown away, at first, by the frequency with which someone would emerge from 

a Sunday service so touched by what I said, only to go on and explain the message they had 

heard that had absolutely nothing to do with what it is I thought I had said 20 minutes earlier.  

Early on, I didn’t know how to take that – I didn’t know what to do with that.  But, as my 

experience of that reality continued, I began to learn that this is the very nature of the word of 

God – that this is the manner in which the Spirit works in and through our encounters with 

Scripture – that Scripture is God-breathed not just when it was written, but in each and every 

moment that we encounter it. 

 

Eugene Peterson, the translator of one of the more contemporary translations of Scripture known 

as The Message Bible, was interviewed about his understanding of the Bible as a whole, and 

among a number of very interesting quotes that emerged in that interview, Peterson said, “Don’t 

treat the Bible as a thing to be dissected.  It’s not a thing.  It’s the living word of God.”  I’ve 

always loved that concept in regard to the Bible – the notion of it being the ‘living word’ of God.  

In the letter to the Hebrews the author says that “the word of God is living and active, sharper 

than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow.”  And 

Pastor John Robinson, the Pastor of the Puritan church in England, and later Holland, that 

spurred the movement of our own Pilgrim forebears, as those Pilgrim embarked upon their 

journey to the new land, proclaimed that, “God hath more truth and light yet to reveal from His 

holy word.” 

 

There is still more truth to learn…The word of God is living and active…the bible is not a thing 

to be dissected, it is the living word of God.  Or, if I can say it in other words, the Spirit-

inspirited, God-breathed encounter with Scripture will speak to you, and speak to me, in new and 

profound ways every time we open ourselves to that experience of divine inspiration and 

discernment.   

 

Whether it is by falling to the tendencies of Tommy’s youthful exuberance by dissecting 

Scripture too literally as we attempt to apply it to our lives – or by falling to the predilections of 

our society’s frequently wayward priorities and failing to come to Scripture at all – the simple 

reality is that we all too often relegate Scripture to something so much less than it truly is. 

 For some, Scripture is relegated to being a historical document meant to inform us of the 

details and minutia of the Christian narrative. 
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 For some, Scripture is relegated to that of a moral Script that delineates the legalistic code 

of ethics under which the ‘good Christian’ ought to live his or her life. 

 For some, Scripture is relegated to another beautiful novel full of myths and tails meant 

to entertain the reader. 

 For some, Scripture is relegated to an instruction manual that might as well be titled, 

“The 72 Simple Steps to Earning Your Salvation.” 

 And, for some, Scripture is relegated to being nothing more than another old book 

collecting dust on the shelf. 

 

But, for each and every one these situations, and so many more, the result is the same – we miss 

out on the living, active, God-breathed, Spirit-inspired word that God longs to bring into our 

hearts and minds through our reading and reflection on Scripture.  I think, as Peterson points out, 

it all boils down to the fundamental notion that the Bible is not an object to be dissected, nor is it 

a script to be memorized or a law to be institutionalized.  No, Scripture is a tool, an opportunity, 

a pathway to the profound word that God longs to breathe into your life at the very moment, and 

in the very circumstance, in which you are reading that word. 

 

2 Timothy says that, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness.”  And, I would go on, that it is useful for comfort, 

peace, strength, accountability, inspiration, wisdom, guidance, direction, discipline, 

understanding, patience, trust, the list goes on and on and on of the word that God can and will 

breathe into our lives through our encounters with Scripture, but to allow the Bible to be that 

living word in our lives we have to stop relegating it to that place in which it is valued as so 

much less than it actually is. 

 We have to pull the bible off of the shelf, dust it off, and spend time with it. 

 We have to stop reading it with our 21st century historical minds that focus on detail and 

minutia and realize that Biblical stories were written for the purpose of conveying 

meaning, not factual details. 

 We have to stop seeing the grand stories of Scripture as beautiful tales that carry no 

theological import or divine revelation. 

 We have to stop memorizing the post-contextual verses that can serve to support our 

preconceived notions. 

 

Some of us may need to take more time to come to Scripture, some of us may need to reconsider 

the mindset that we bring to Scripture as we do, but we all need to reclaim the role of Scripture 

as the living word of God in our lives.  Because, I promise you, the more you come to the word 

with an expectation that God has a new and profound message to breath into your life in that 

moment, the more you will discover that living word for your every day. 

 


