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Colossians 1:1-6 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2To the saints and 

faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: Grace to you and peace from God our Father. 

3In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4for we have 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5because of the 

hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the 

gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 

been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace 

of God. 

 

Our second reading is from Luke’s Gospel.  In the flow of the story, Jesus has “set his face to go 

to Jerusalem,” the city where the temple is, the place where festivals were celebrated and 

offerings given.  It is also the city where he will be accused, tried and crucified. On the way they 

pass through a Samaritan village that does not open its door to Jesus and his followers.  Some of 

the disciples have called for retribution against the Samaritans, but Jesus rebukes them and they 

have continued on their way with Jesus sending 70 others off in pairs ahead of him who return in 

joy claiming amazing things have been done in Jesus name.   

And then Jesus is questioned by an expert in the law.  Listen now to: 

Luke 10:25 – 37 

25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” 26He [Jesus] said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 27He 

answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he [Jesus] 

said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 29But wanting to 

justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going 

down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, 

and went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and 

when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 



place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near 

him; and when he saw him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 

having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, 

and took care of him.35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and 

said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you whatever more you 

spend.’ 36Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 

of the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do 

likewise.” 

 

Doing Likewise 

The story and idea of a Good Samaritan is so well known it has seeped into the secular world. 

We see Good Samaritan hospitals, camping clubs, insurance agencies, and Good Samaritan is 

even a legal term used to protect a person from liability for unintended consequences for actions 

taken to help. 

It is possible that children in Sunday school or people sitting in the pews have heard this parable 

so many times that we might greet this lesson with a “yes, yes, I know the moral to this story.  

We are supposed to help others, and everyone is our neighbor.” 

So where is the challenge of the gospel? 

This lesson in Luke’s gospel has been taken apart from so many different angles, asking the 

hearer to consider it from the point of view of the priest or Levite, the Good Samaritan or the 

injured one and even the innkeeper; all actors in this parable of Jesus.  If you were to put yourself 

in the story- which one would you be? 

Would you, could you, think of yourself as the Levite or Priest? 

Some of you might be familiar with the Veggie Tale cartoons in which bible lessons are acted 

out by cartoon vegetables like Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber.  In the Veggie Tale 

version of the Good Samaritan the Levite and the Priest are depicted as an asparagus Mayor and 

Doctor who are too self-important to stop and help as they sing  

We're busy, busy, dreadfully busy You've no idea what we have to do 

Busy, busy, shockingly busy Much, much too busy for you. 

And this could be a real life problem; we might at times be like the Levite and Priest too busy, or 

overwhelmed, with too much to do or too many things that already have our commitment.  But 

the good news is, we are so very loved anyway and always! 

But I think it goes deeper than that...deeper than the dilemma which asks, “do I (or we) have the 

time or resources to take care of all the problems in the world?”  No I believe it goes deeper to 

the question of if our heart is open to the creative power of God to work in and through 

circumstances and people beyond our limited imagination. 



Can you imagine yourself as the Lawyer in this story? 

So, what do we know about the Lawyer who asked the question in the first place?  We are told 

that he knows and says the right things and Jesus has answered that yes, if you do what you 

know is right you will live. But even still the man needs to justify himself, and here in lies the 

problem in the question “who is my neighbor?” 

An author I read commented on this saying “the moment we can justify ourselves we no longer 

need to care about those around us. The consequence of justifying ourselves, it turns out, is to 

struggle to recognize the presence of God in our neighbors and, even harder, in our enemies.”1 

I have a story to share. A highlight of my week is preparing for and then meeting with the Bible 

study group on Thursday mornings.  Several weeks ago Su Davison shared with me a story that 

Tod had given to her that related to a discussion we were having during Bible study.  I saved it 

and it came to mind as I was preparing for this Sunday, so I will share this modern day parable 

with all of you called Good Corn. 

There was a farmer who grew award-winning corn. Each year he entered his corn in the 

state fair where it won a blue ribbon. One year a newspaper reporter interviewed him and 

learned something interesting about how he grew it. 

The reporter discovered that the farmer shared his seed corn with his neighbors. “How 

can you afford to share your best seed corn with your neighbors when they are entering 

corn in competition with yours each year?” the reporter asked. 

“Why sir,” said the farmer, “didn’t you know? The wind picks up pollen from the 

ripening corn and swirls it from field to field. If my neighbors grow inferior corn, cross-

pollination will steadily degrade the quality of my corn. If I am to grow good corn, I must 

help my neighbors grow good corn.” 

He is very much aware of the connectedness of life. His corn cannot improve unless his 

neighbor’s corn also improves. 

So it is in other dimensions. Those who choose to be at peace must help their neighbors 

to be at peace. Those who choose to live well must help others to live well, for the value 

of a life is measured by the lives it touches. And those who choose to be happy must help 

others to find happiness, for the welfare of each is bound up with the welfare of all. The 

lesson for each of us is this: if we are to grow good corn, we must help our neighbors 

grow good corn. 

 

This modern parable expresses the point beyond simply being nice to others, it points toward the 

mutuality we must find in each other, no matter what divides us.  And this I believe is the deeper 

                                                 
1 David Lose “…In the Meantime” 2016 



lesson in our well know story titled the Good Samaritan and it is found at the feet of the Lawyer 

who wanted to know how to inherit eternal life. 

But, do you imagine yourself as the Good Samaritan?  The nice guy helper that has hospitals, 

camping clubs, insurance agencies and laws named after you. 

But, we need to remember actually how strange it is that Jesus, as the storyteller, chooses an un-

named Samaritan to represent the “good guy” in this story.  

For we know, in general, about the animosity between the Samaritan’s and Jews, rivaling our 

political atmosphere today: who each considered the other to be  wrong - headed outsiders, with 

a long divisive history between them.  

And it is not without a purposeful design that in the section leading up to Jesus telling this 

parable, it is a Samaritan village has been pointed out as rejecting, or turning its back on Jesus as 

he traveled through the area. 

So to those disciples listening in as Jesus told that parable, or those who first heard Luke’s 

gospel, the Samaritan would seem like the least likely character to be the one that acts the most 

like Jesus.  There was no concept at that time of a “Good” Samaritan.  

Given this understanding then, who would we picture as the Samaritan today?  Who would we 

be least likely to associate with- or least likely to see possible good in?  Could the Samaritan in 

this story today be a Muslim, a Mormon, a Catholic or even one of those Lutherans or Jews up 

the street? How about a Democrat or Republican?   

Can we look for the possible good and purpose beyond our political, religious, and ideological 

divides? I believe this is a deeper truth that the Gospel this morning points to this. 

I would hazard to say for those us of gathered here, that no matter what those divides might look 

like, God continues to be our God.  

Just imagine if we, like Jesus, didn’t have categories for those we might see as unlikely or 

unacceptable Samaritan’s.  What if, rather than spending so much energy on seeing the wrongs 

of the others we looked to see the unexpected people that God can and will work through…                                                                                            

What if, rather than focusing on frustrations we look to see what God is already doing and join 

together and do likewise. 

I would like to close today with the prayer we began with that was written to the Colossian 

church. 

In our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, for we have 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, because of the 

hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope before in the word of the truth, the 

gospel that has come to you. Just as it is bearing fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has 



been bearing fruit among yourselves from the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace 

of God. 

Go and do likewise, Amen. 

 


