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More than a few of you, I am certain, are wondering about the notably conspicuous big, old door 

planted in front of the pulpit.  It is, in some fashion, our own Wittenberg door that we used, this 

morning, with the Confirmation class.  As most all of you are aware, I am sure, this past October 

31 was the noted as the 500th anniversary of the start of the Protestant Reformation.  The 

inception of the Reformation is often dated back to the tale of Martin Luther posting his 95 

Theses on the door of a church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1512.  So, in working through the 

nature of the Reformation with Confirmation students, we had them do the same.  Each student 

drafted his or her ‘theses’ (those things about the Church in the 21st century that they would seek 

to change), and then, this morning, they literally nailed them to the door as they shared, with the 

group, their thoughts on the Church in 2018 and beyond. 

 

Now, I’m not going to share with you the specifics of what they wrote – that’s going to remain 

between us and them, but I did want the visual of the door because, as we’ve come through the 

societal mentions of the anniversary of the Reformation, and as I’ve looked forward this day of 

having the students physically nail their thoughts to this door, the door itself has become, for me, 

a palpable and very real reminder that we’re not done yet – and neither is God! 

 

“In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.”  Paul writes (I’m reading from the NIV 

here).  “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of God.  28 And we 

know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 

according to his purpose.” 

 

That line is one that is so often quoted, and I think often misapplied, to circumstances in life.  

“We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,” Paul says.  I think 

far too often we come across this line from Paul and it is seen as some statement of God’s 

manipulation of our world.  Some even go as far as to give the impression that this shows that 

God will puppeteer our lives in the paths of happiness and contentment – and then we run up 

against to challenges of everyday living and we wonder what went wrong.  We begin to wonder, 
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‘If God is working for my good – why are things so bad?’  But, it’s really the exact opposite that 

Paul is proclaiming here.  We groan, Paul says.  We face frustration and futility.  We encounter 

weakness and despair.  Paul is very clear here that he is not talking about God providing a 

utopian existence, but he is also very clear that in the face of the adversities and pitfalls of life – 

God is working in and through that for us.  And, be it in the face of the ever-reforming reality of 

the church, the sometimes excruciating pain we know in grief, or the seemingly ceaseless 

frustrations that we encounter in everyday living, I’m not sure there is a more important and 

more fundamental promise of faith that we need to remember in every day of our lives.  We are 

not done – and neither is God. 

 

I think the true awe-inspiring, hope-giving, life-restoring promise that Paul reveals here stands at 

the very core of what we need to hear so often in faith.  God is working in us, through us, around 

us, in ALL things, for the good of his beloved children!  In other words – no matter where we 

are, no matter what we are doing, no matter who we are or when it is, we are a work in progress 

– and our hope comes not from the results we have seen or the resolutions we have achieved, but 

from the promise that God is at work in all things that tomorrow might be better than today! 

• In the church, God is continually at work to build on the reformation efforts of 500 years 

ago, 5 years ago, 5 days ago, and 5 seconds ago! 

• As we remember today, the saints who have gone before us – as we face again the 

seemingly unbearable grief that can emerge in the face of such loss – God is at work in 

our hearts and lives seeking to bring solace to despair that sometimes seems beyond 

words. 

• As we give praise of the promise of everlasting life, God is at work in the souls of our 

beloved departed who now know the very glory and majesty of the truth of God’s love. 

• In our pains, God is at work bringing comfort. 

• In our fear, God is at work inspiring courage. 

• In our confusion, God is at work seeking to show the way. 

• In our loneliness, God it at work in a ceaseless effort to embrace us in his love. 

 

I could go on and on and on all day – but I’m not sure that there is a more fundamental promise 

that we need to hear in faith than the profound truth that it doesn’t matter who we are, where we 

are, when we are, or what we are, God works in that, in us, in all things, for the good of his 

beloved children.  This door, as simple and worn as it may be, has become, for me, a tangible 

reminder of the underlying truth that, in God, nothing is ever done.  We are a work in progress.  

Our faithfulness forever grows as we come closer to God, our grief ever subsides as God works 

in our hearts, our struggles slowly fade each day as God enfolds in his ceaseless care.  Our lives, 

our adversities, our discipleship, everything in and about us is a work in progress for God – and 

our hope forever rests not in what we’ve seen and where we are, but in the unbreakable promise 

of God that, no matter what is the reality of our today, he is at work in that for a better tomorrow. 

• For those who are here this morning knowing that there is something in life that God 

would seek to make different – rest assured that he is at work in that. 

• For those of us who are face to face with life’s pitfalls today – know that God is working 

for a better tomorrow. 

• For those of us who are reminded today of profound grief – take solace in the promise 

that the love of God is perpetually seeking to bring comfort to your heart. 

 



Page #3 

And, for all of us who face the myriad of ways in which the realities of life are sometimes thrust 

upon us – just remember that even in what seem to be our darkest moments of hopelessness – our 

hope resides in Paul’s promise that God’s not done yet, and neither are we.   


