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Both of the readings you will hear this morning are prayers. The first reading comes from Paul’s 
letter to the church in Ephesus in which Paul comments on that community’s faith and love and 
prays for these people for wisdom and the realization of what they are called to.  Listen now to 
this prayer from Ephesians chapter 1 verses 15-23 
 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers.   17I pray that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,   the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 
revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance 
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power.   
                                     
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,    
and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he 
has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
Our second reading says this morning is from John 17 verses 6 through 20 
 
This reading from John’s gospel contains Jesus’ final prayer for the disciples…listen and receive 
this prayer from Jesus that he speaks to God in the presence of his disciples.  
 
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, 
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you 
have given me is from you;  
        
8for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know 
in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, 
because they are yours.  
 
10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  11And now I am no 
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect 
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I 
was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not 
one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 
have my joy made complete in themselves.  I have given them your word, and the world has 
hated them because they do not belong to the world,   just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am 
not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 
    
16They do not belong to the world,  just as I do not belong to the world. 



 
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be 
sanctified in truth.  I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe 
in me through their word. 
 
Let us pray, Gracious God, praying God, teaching God, sending God, help us to truly and well 
hear Your prayer.  Amen. 
 
In the World 
 
There are so many ways in which we pray.  I believe prayer, and our relationship with God is 
expressed in words, actions, music, and silence. Prayer is communication, sometimes not only 
with God because in a way prayer can tell God’s story or bear witness to others of who God is 
and who and what the pray-er hopes to realize.  
 
I have a wonderful book that Barbara Carson gave me some years ago of children’s prayers.  
Although Barbara is unable to come to us here she still remembers so fondly the years she 
taught Sunday school here. And the favorite piece she has hung up on the wall in her room is the 
23rd Psalm that her Sunday school class wrote and illustrated for her when she was in the 
hospital.  As we have (or will) be celebrating the teachers and mentors who have given 
themselves over to teaching and learning with the young people of the church, I thought it would 
be fitting to read some of these. This little book was published in 1966 and in its own way 
witnesses to the timelessness of prayer and the innocence and power of a very real relationship 
with God… 
 
 From: Children’s Letter’s to God 
Dear God, Last week it rained three days.  We thought it would be like Noah’s Ark but it wasn’t.  
I’m glad because you could only take two of things, remember, and we have three cats.  Godbye 
now, Donna. 
 
Dear God, Are you real?  Some people don’t believe it. If you are you better do something quick.  
Harriet Ann 
 
Dear God, Your book has a lot of zip to it.  I like science fiction stories.  You had very good ideas 
and I would like to know where you found them.  Your reader, Jimmy 
 
Dear God, 
We are going on vacation for two weeks Friday so we won’t be in church.  I hope you will be 
there when we get back, when do you take your vacation?  Goodbye, Donnie 
 
Dear God, My name is Robert. I want a baby brother.  My mother said to ask my father.  My 
father said to ask you.  Do you think you can do it.  Good luck, Robert 
 
To god Dear sir, 
The reason I am writing is this, my mommy and I are going to spend Easter with my Aunt Bea. 
My daddy can’t come.  We are supposed to fly but my mommy is scared to go.  Maybe you better 
come with us, Morton. 

 
 



These prayers from our Bible readings this morning, Paul’s for the church in Ephesus and   
Jesus’ for his followers have been remembered in scripture, handed on to us through the 
generations. We realize, we experience that not only do we have this “story” or recollection of 
prayer, but we know that we are still prayed for…because WE are the body of Christ, the ongoing 
prayer of God, the receivers and sharers of prayer. And it is our responsibility and joy to 
continue this prayer of Jesus   every day in this world that God loves so much. 
 
This final prayer of Jesus is a swirl of words that can be hard to keep track of …”All mine are 
yours, and yours are mine; and in this world but not belonging to the world…and yet sent into 
the world…”   It is possible to hear in this prayer a sense of “the world” being a place so separate 
from God, a place where protection from evil is needed, an unappealing place, even a place in 
which we don’t belong. 
 
Yet we remember that this is the same world that the author of John’s gospel raises up - in 
probably the best known verse to many, the verse that explains Jesus’ presence with us and in us    
and active now through us… “For God so loved the world he sent…” 
 
And let us be realistic. This prayer does NOT say that because of this love, because of Jesus’ 
presence, because Jesus prays for us NOW things will get easy, all ills healed, all that is broken 
mended.  We still have time and purpose here in this world. Our lives together as the church 
must be to be a people that can tell the truth together, not gloss over situations and discussions 
that make us uncomfortable. We can struggle together with those things that bring us joy, but 
also those things that confuse us or bring us down. And we can look for purpose because the 
truth is that God loves us all even when things of the world are contrary to God’s desire for us. 
 
And there are four things that Jesus asks for in this prayer for the people and world God loves so 
much. We hear the request for unity when Jesus says, “so that they may be one, as we are one.”  
Jesus’ prayer asks that we become as deeply tied to each other and to God as Jesus is. This 
happens in our world community even outside of our own faith community.  For instance the 
Tuesday morning book group is currently reading The Faith Club a book in which three women, 
a Jew, a Muslim and a Christian - and no this is not the opening line of a joke, they do not walk 
into a bar-   but rather they are seeking to learn about and understand each other’s religion 
while trying to grasp how they all claim to pray to the same God.  The Congregationalist 
magazine that just came out (I just received mine in the mail yesterday as I was working on this 
sermon)  also has an article about this same idea. 
 
Jesus also prays for us to have his joy as well as praying for protection in this world where evil 
does bear influence. I think of the recent news and trial of James Holmes the shooter in the 
Aurora movie theater where numerous people are killed. How are we to understand that unless 
evil of some kind bears influence?  
 
And finally Jesus prays that his followers would be set apart, sanctified, and enabled to continue 
his work in the world. This request places God’s people in “cahoots” with God’s promises, that 
these promises are also in part ours to help fulfill. 
 
So what does this mean to us who are still in this world?  If we are to be this community 
modeled after the Triune relationship of God, what clues does this prayer give us about how to 
live?    One word pops out to me because it is used so many times in this passage. The word give, 
or gave, or given –  pointing clearly to God’s generosity.  We know the greatest generosity that 
God gave is of God’s very self to and for us. 
 



Today we cannot help but think of the generosity of our Sunday school teachers and mentors 
that we honor today. The generosity of heart and time. A generosity that is prayer in action.  
Please note who these people are because they are members of this community that you don’t 
always see because much of the time they are in the classroom. (Names in the Order of Worship) 
 
Or how about the team of people setting out in a couple weeks to Pennsylvania to work with the 
Hosanna Mission?  The people we will commission here this morning as part of God’s sending 
mission.  In this we can hear lived out, Jesus praying, “As you have sent me into the world, so I 
have sent them into the world.” 
We usually give our mission goers a tiny cross pin that they are asked to give to someone they 
meet during their trip, someone who in some special way they experienced or shared God’s 
message of love with.  Later this summer you will all have a chance to hear from them about the 
work that they did and the people they met…and some will share with you stories about who 
they gave their cross to. 
 
After we sing our hymn together we will commission those of the team here today to go. 
 
But for now I would like to share a prayer I have shared in the past with you.  It is a prayer of 
Thomas Merton that I know expresses my own heart’s desire and I hope yours as well.   
 
“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot 
know for certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I 
am following your will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to 
please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope 
that I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me 
by the right road though I may know nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always though I 
may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you 
will never leave me to face my perils alone.”   Amen! 
 
(Now let us sing hymn #349  Take my Life and Let it Be) 
Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
*Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in endless praise. 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
Take my voice and let me sing, 
Always, only for my King. 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
Take my silver and my gold, 
Not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect and use 
Every pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 
 



Take my will and make it Thine, 
It shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 
Take my love, my Lord, I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 
 
Invocation and the Lord’s Prayer 
Gracious God, we raise our hearts to you, knowing that you care for us and pray for us, calling 
out to us as your children.  We are grateful for the many ways you make Yourself known to us 
and are humbled by the gifts you give and the people and earth you ask us to care for.  You call 
to us to be set apart, to make holy time and space with you.  We hear Your prayer for us in those 
times when we quiet our minds and hearts long enough to listen and we ask you to teach us to 
pray in the way you have taught your disciples saying, Our Father who art in heaven hallowed be 
thy name.  Thy Kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heave.  Give us this day our 
daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Concerns of the Church 
There are several prayers I wish to bring before you.  Please pray for the Loder family. Kaity’s 
boyfriend Trey has been diagnosed with MS and is undergoing additional tests.  Pray for clarity, 
encouragement as well as peace of mind through God’s presence with them all. 
 
Sally Prodel’s daughter in law Perla is expecting twins but one of the twins is struggling.  Prayers 
for God’s guidance and acceptance.  
  
Mary Streich’s brother Charles is undergoing cancer treatment, 
 
Sara Gallinger, young daughter of Amy and Grant has been hospitalized since Monday with 
Pulmonary concerns- prayers for good solutions and peace of mind for her parents and brother. 
 
Also we share our gratitude for teachers and mentors and mission goers. 
 
Others? 
 
Gracious God, 
 
This morning has been a time of worship and prayer.  We are glad and grateful that we can 
gather and share in this way with you.  We think of the way that are lives are always in Your 
heart and prayer and we are therefore able to trust in you and offer ourselves to you. 
 
We pray for the ongoing worries and cares of the world…places in which forces of nature destroy 
and sweep away foundations, and places and people in which violence…which is not your 
will…harm.  Continue to heal this world and make us grateful stewards of what we have. 
 
We pray for those who are wanting… who haven’t enough of what You have given in order to live 
well.  Help us realize and share Your abundant life. 
 



We pray as the school year comes to a close… we pray for teachers and students and parents and 
families.   
 
Healing God, where there is grief and loss bring hope, comfort and community through us. 
 
Sending God, help us to hear your voice as you call,                                                                     
 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen 
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