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Genesis 12:1-3

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house 

to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and 

make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the 

one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

1Timother 6:17-19

17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for 

our enjoyment. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to 

share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of the life that really is life.

The Bible is full of examples of Stewardship as a purpose which defines our relationship to God 
and the world.  After all, Stewardship is at its core about discipleship and transformation, it’s all 
about who God is and who we are as those created in God’s image.  Stewardship as purpose is 
told through the creation story and the call of Abraham, the Ten Commandments, and the 
miracle of the Feeding of 5,000 from a small basket of fish and bread. It is throughout Paul’s 
letters to the churches writing about Jesus’ death and resurrection and therefore what that means 
to being “church.” 

So let’s think about Abraham, the one who is told that his purpose is to be a blessing to all 
people, not only in his own life, but into the future.  Most of us know this story.  Here he is living
a stable life with family and property in a place called Haran.  But Abram is lacking the one 
thing; offspring, that which in his framework was the thing that would bring purpose to a life and
future beyond his own.   Line by line this is an extraordinary story for God tells Abram to go…to
some unidentified place with the promise that through Abram a great nation will come.  On the 
face of it, this makes no sense.  Why leave everything you know on a promise that has no 
realistic chance of being fulfilled?  How does a great nation come from Abram when he and his 
wife have no children and no expectation that they can?
But more than anything else, God says, “I will bless you…” which means God will cause 
Abraham to flourish, and this comes with the purpose that through being blessed, enabled to 



flourish, others will likewise be blessed.  A future is what is at stake, what is promised and given.
It is a matter of trust and letting go.

But trusting and letting go is not easy. We worry that we need to be careful, we won’t have 
enough, or we need to have a plan that gives us the end of the story that we can clearly see 
ahead.

So let’s think about just one of Jesus’ miracles.  The well known story of the Feeding of 5,000. 
Another improbable story and situation.  Again most of you will know this story, how crowds 
have followed Jesus to a deserted place to be with him, to learn from him.  And as the day 
lengthens toward night the disciples are worried, wanting to send the people back to the 
surrounding villages, after all they have nothing to give them, no brunch being prepared by the 
fellowship committee to treat them to.  But once again we hear about the concept of blessing 
which is given in order to share when Jesus takes what there is and causes it to be more than 
enough for all.  And whether your heart accepts a miracle in which 5 loaves and 2 fish feed over 
5,000 people or not the concept of trusting God and letting go again is spoken and speaks to our 
purpose.

But again we can acknowledge, this is hard to do and perhaps there are times that we need to 
carefully plan and times we need to be cautious and discerning, but I would like to tell you 
another story that was shared with me just this week.

It is the story of a young college student.  Here is the stetting: this student was walking back after
studying in the library after many hours and it was now night.  She noticed that a man she had 
seen standing near the bus stop on her way to the library was still there, probably homeless as he 
we carrying bags of clothes and things. She walked past him, it was night after all and maybe she
felt a bit nervous.  But then she heard in her heart these words from Jesus who said, “Whatever 
you do for the least of these, you do for me.”  And she turned around and said, “excuse me sir, I 
see that you have been waiting for the bus for a while and it’s cold and I wonder if you would 
like something hot to drink.”  The man said that he would, and although he didn’t ask for 
anything else, this student went to Starbucks nearby and bought coffee, a hot sandwich and a 
banana. The student lingered for a moment, asked his name and he said, “Tony…you know you 
are the only person that has stopped to talk to me.”  The student asked, “If you are cold you 
should go to the Rescue Mission” to which he replied that he had but got there too late for that 
day.
So this student went back to the dorm, got a blanket and pillow and took it back to him because 
as she said, “He was just a human being, cold and scared.”  She didn’t see him the next day and 
hoped that he had gotten to the Rescue Mission in time that night.

Now as a mother who has lived long enough to learn to be cautious I could be worried and speak 
to my daughter about being careful but I find my heart simply thanking God for those two people
who met each other on the street, and for words of Jesus that made a difference in two people’s 
lives that night. 
God’s grace moves us into action, doing and being ourselves in a way that expresses what we 
believe of God, of Christ.



One of my favorite authors’ points out that when we think of God’s purpose for us we should 
reflect on the 10 commandments, for it is the basic way to live that many of us learned as 
children.  In summary they lay out these tenets to put God first in your life and worship only 
God, don’t use God’s name…and then there is this bridge statement about keeping the Sabbath 
followed by some rules: respect your parents, don’t kill or hurt other people, be faithful, don’t 
steal, lie or be envious of others.  The good news underlying all these rules if you will is that they
are all about being intentional about loving God, setting time apart to remember this and being a 
community.

And so, I would like to read a quote from Wayne Muller’s book on Sabbath that sums up 
stewardship as purpose, “Thus, Sabbath is not only for ourselves; rested and refreshed, we more 
generously serve all those who need our care.  The human spirit is naturally generous; the instant
we are filled, our first impulse is to be useful, to be kind, to give something away.”
 
“Once people feel nourished and refreshed, they cannot help but be kind; just so, the world aches
for the generosity of a well-rested people.”

It is because we ARE a community, because we ARE a church that we are better enabled, 
strengthened and have purpose to do this.  We do step up and we do step out through the 
ministries of this church. Jail ministry, and several homeless meal programs, and well vetted 
local, national, and international organizations through which our Benevolence board makes use 
of your giving.
Utilizing this building to, yes gather to worship God, and also to nurture and enable others to 
enjoy glorifying music, utilizing this building for programs that speak to issues of education and 
building resiliency for our families through movies such as Beyond Measure and an elementary 
school’s Kindness Retreat for Youth Frontiers Anti-Bullying, and a Winter Farmers Market that 
helps support small local farmers.    

Of course even in our creation story we are told clearly that God created…well everything for us 
but also that we have a role and that is to steward. Now the word steward itself means to care for 
and manage.  We all understand this as we all have some type of assets such as a car or a home 
and property, this building we are in…maybe even our children.  But we don’t always think of 
these things as gifts from God…sometimes we think of them more as possessions.  But this can 
be a problem because possessions have a way of possessing us, turning us away from a truly 
blessed and abundant life.  
A blessing from God on the other hand gets to the heart.  To be blessed to be a blessing is who 
we are, it is our God given purpose.  As 1 Peter chapter 4 says, “Above all maintain constant 
love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without 
complaining.  Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever
gift each of you has received.”  The gift of knowledge and ability, of skills and heart and the 
most important gift of all, relationship.

Stewardship in God’ s purpose means we are made for a good and full life, made for each other, 
made to be a community that cares and shares.  This is not just opening your hand or wallet and 



giving up a portion of your possessions, it is sharing and responding to God.  Stewardship as 
purpose does not mean that by giving back to God something is taken away from us. Nothing is 
lost by what you give away but something is gained in coming closer to being who and what you
are created to be.  And because we are the community of Christ, we are a collective of people 
with a purpose that goes out and comes back in the flow of being blessed to be a blessing!

And then I think about our reading for 1 Timothy that speaks of those who set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches rather than on God who richly provides…this reading does not focus on 
riches as only financial resources but the many things that make life good, good works, being 
generous and ready to share…taking hold of the life that really is life.

In closing I would like to share a piece from The Poems of Norman MacCaig  called 

Small Boy
He picked up a pebble
and threw it into the sea.
And another, and another.
He couldn’t stop.
He wasn’t trying to fill the sea.
He wasn’t trying to empty the beach.
He was just throwing away,
nothing else but.
Like a kitten playing
he was practicing for the future
when there’ll be so many things
he’ll want to throw away
if only his fingers will unclench
and let them go.

Grant Gallinger began this morning speaking to us about stepping up. Let your heart both rest 
and be stirred as you think about stewardship as purpose and what that means to you and to the 
world.
Amen

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1846971365/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1846971365&linkCode=as2&tag=inthemean-20&linkId=ZYTZM4M4GJ5G7Q2P
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