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I’m quickly finding this summer series on our favorite or most meaningful passages of scripture 

simultaneously both remarkably interesting and notably challenging.  While it’s not altogether a 

surprise, the reality is that most of the passages people are selecting are those that many of us 

know very well – that we’ve heard many a time – and that carry, at least in some cases, very 

specific meanings for many of us.  And, this one is no different.  When we hear these words from 

Jesus in John 14, I think many of us very quickly tune our minds to the context of a funeral or 

memorial service.  I know I do.  I end most services that I do with this passage – it is a passage 

of tremendous hope and promise for life everlasting that speaks volumes to us in our times of 

grief.  But, if we can break our minds out of that context – if we can move our thoughts away 

from what this says about our life after death and focus instead on our living right here and now 

– I think there is an entirely different but equally important promise that Jesus is trying to drive 

home to the disciples in this moment. 

 

Now, if I’m entirely honest about it, I don’t really love how Jesus begins this passage.  Our 

translation reads, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.”  

Other translations get more to the point with the words, ‘trust in God, trust also in me.’  And 

here’s the issue with that for me…I don’t know about any of you, but I’m not sure there is 

anything that anyone can say that would make me trust them less than looking at me in the eyes 

and saying, ‘trust me.’ 

 

The very phrase immediately takes me back to my junior year in college when I was about to buy 

my first ‘real’ car.  I had spent 5 years jumping from one $300 rust-bucket to the next, driving 

each into the ground and then replacing it with another, and I was finally looking at buying a car 

that you would actually purchase from a dealer (as opposed to the private driveways from which 

I purchased all of my previous cars).  And this one I was looking at was so nice it was actually 

on the front line of that rinky-dink used car dealership on Durand Ave. in Racine.  So, there I 

was, sitting with the salesperson talking details on a potential deal, when it was time to go home 

and get my father and Godfather who were going to come out and be the ‘second opinion’ on the 

car before I actually made the purchase.  As I walked out the door, he said it.  ‘Hurry back,’ said, 

‘a car like this is going to move fast, it’s not going to be here long.  Trust me!’ 
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I’m just not sure there is anything that can make me trust someone less than that phrase.  It’s 

what we anticipate from a seedy salesman or pushy used car dealer – it’s a phrase that, at least 

for some of us, makes us question that much more whether or not we should actually buy in to 

whatever it is that person is asking for us to believe.  But, that’s exactly what Jesus is asking of 

us in this passage – to trust in him.  But, I think we sometimes miss out on exactly how hard that 

would have been for them in that moment. 

 

You see, we read this passage with the benefit of hindsight.  We know what happens next, and 

we know what happens after that.  We know of the crucifixion, the resurrection, the 

ascension…these are all pieces of the narrative to which we are privy with our post-Biblical 

perspectives.  But they aren’t!  They don’t know those things, they don’t understand those things.  

For those disciples on that night, the reality is that everything is falling apart right in front of 

their eyes! 

 

Try to imagine the circumstance of the disciples gathered with Jesus on that night.  This passage 

is the opening passage of what is known as the ‘Farewell Discourse’ in John.  We are at the very 

tail end of the time these people have shared with Jesus.  They have learned from him.  They 

have loved him.  They have been loved by him.  They have seen his teachings, witnessed his 

miracles, watched as he turned one societal assumption after another on its head…and they have 

come to truly believe that Jesus is the Messiah for whom their people had been waiting for 

centuries.  This was the one!  This was the man who was going to bring peace, glory and joy to 

the people of Israel.  This was the man who was going to usher in the new world order that was 

to be marked by the glories of God being shown upon God’s chosen people.  This was it.  That 

was him!  We have to understand that mindset.  We have to get that, for those people hearing 

these words of Jesus, they think he is the one God brought to be the reigning king and savior of 

the people of Israel – forever.  And, we have to understand what it is they are going to 

experience in the days that follow.   

 

Those very people who believe that Jesus is the one who has been sent to usher in God’s promise 

of glory for the nation of Israel are the ones who are about to watch him be betrayed, arrested, 

beaten, tried, crucified and buried!  Those people who are hearing these words from Jesus are not 

just losing a friend or a teacher, they are losing their promise and expectation.  They are losing 

their very hope for a better tomorrow!  Those are the people to whom Jesus is speaking the 

words and saying, ‘Trust me.’  And, I think we have to understand that to get at what this 

passage can truly mean for us. 

 

Going back to that inherent contextualization that we have for this passage – the manner in 

which it kind of automatically connects to funerals and memorials for many of us – is that it 

becomes the defining message of the passage.  I’ll be the first to own that, when I came to this 

passage after Pat shared her selection with me, my first reaction was to ask myself what I was 

possibly going to say about a passage I’ve read at a hundred services over the years.  But, the 

people who heard these words the first time were not people who had the benefit of the hindsight 

that we share – they weren’t people who knew of the resurrection and ascension that would 

follow his death – they were people who were about to experience things that would break their 

expectations, their hearts, and their very hope for a better tomorrow.  And it is to those people 

that Jesus says, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God, believe also in me.” 
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Why?  Why can they trust in him?  Well, I think that’s the point that we too often miss because 

of those inherent connections we make with this passage.  Take note, if you will, of the bracket 

that Jesus lays out in the fourteenth chapter of John.  He opens with the first verse, ‘Do not let 

your hearts be troubled.’  Then, near the end of this particular section of his discourse, in the 

twenty-seventh verse, he says, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.’  

That’s the message that Jesus is trying to drive home here – that’s what he is trying to get these 

people to understand, but in the content between those two brackets he names two 

extraordinarily important points. 

 

First – it starts with that message that we connect to at all of those memorials.  “In my father’s 

house there are many dwellings places.  If it were not so, would I have told you that I go and 

prepare a place for you?”  After telling the disciples that they can trust in him, Jesus starts his 

first point by explaining what he’s doing, what’s coming next, and why.  Jesus tells them not to 

be troubled because he has tomorrow, our everlasting tomorrow, covered.  In in his grace and 

mercy Jesus has gone before us that we might know God’s love in eternity.  That’s the first 

message that Jesus shares with these disciples who are about to face tremendous trial – do not be 

afraid about tomorrow, trust me. 

 

But, then, he goes on.  With his focus on tomorrow taken care of his attention turns to today.  ‘I 

will ask the Father and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever…I will not 

leave you orphaned…The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have 

said with you.  My peace I give to you.’  Right there – that’s the clincher for me.  Right before he 

closes the bracket, right before he returns to his theme of ‘do not let your hearts be troubled,’ 

Jesus proclaims, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” 

 

And, what is his peace?  What is the peace of Jesus himself?  It is the peace of knowing that God 

is there!  In all things, in all places, in all times, in all circumstances, the very presence of God 

that they have known in Jesus they will now know forever in and through the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  That’s the second piece of why they should not be afraid.  Jesus is going to the father to 

prepare a room, so there is no need to be afraid of tomorrow.  While he’s there, however, the 

Spirit is right here, right now, with us, bringing the presence of God into every aspect and every 

moment of our lives – so there’s no need to be afraid of today either. 

 

You know, as much as ‘trust me’ often comes into my mind as a somewhat skeezy and 

questionable phrase in many circumstances, I think we constantly find ourselves in moments in 

which there is likely no more important a phrase to hear from Jesus.  Don’t worry about your 

everlasting tomorrow, because I’ve gone to prepare a room – trust me!  Don’t worry about your 

trials of today, because I’m sending the Spirit – trust me!  It’s not that it’s all going to be easy 

and care-free.  It’s not that life will be without struggle or strife.  But, Jesus has gone before us to 

prepare a room in everlasting glory and Jesus has ensured that, through the Spirit, God’s 

presence is with us in each and every moment of our lives today.  In other words, do not let your 

hearts be troubled and do not be afraid – not because everything is going to come up roses, but 

because when it doesn’t we know the one in whom we can trust!   


