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“A Few Thoughts On…..” 

Dear Friends, 
 
As I sit to write this note it has been more than a week since 
the rains of hurricane Florence have subsided, and many 
individuals and families in the Carolinas are making their 
way back into their homes, surveying damage, and exploring 
the questions of how they will move forward from the 
devastation they have experienced.  In the midst of that, 
however, I was fascinated to note that there are some areas in 
which NEW flood warnings and evacuation mandates are 
just being issued.  Some ten days since landfall, and a week 
since the rains moved away, certain inland areas of the 
Carolinas are, even now, under the threat of floods from the 
overflowing rivers just peaking from the rains of a week ago.  
I was struck by that news not only because our attention has 
so quickly turned from Florence and often we overlook these 
latter effects, but also because of the simple fact that it seems 
that life often works that way.   
 
We are all familiar with the crisis of the moment.  The 
frightening diagnosis, the sudden job loss, the death of a 
loved one…we all know what it is to be in the midst of that 
moment of tremendous sorrow, fear or despair.  And, I think 
most all of us are familiar with the strength our faith 
provides in those moments.  It is fairly natural for us to turn 
to God in the midst of crisis to seek care, comfort, peace and 
strength.  We know we need it, we trust in our faith that God 
can and will provide it, and we rely on it in the midst of the 
crisis of the moment.  But then, time passes, and things 
change. 
 
I think the element that sometimes catches us off-guard are 
the floods that come so much later.  Days, weeks, months, 
even years after the diagnosis, the loss, or the tragedy we 
experienced, the floods of our struggle well up within us and 
then, as if out of nowhere, we are overwhelmed by a sense of 
sorrow that seems so out of place and out of time.  It’s in 
those places where I think we tend to overlook the promise 

Ever-Present Strength ….. 



 

of our faith – that God is as much there in that moment as he ever was in the crisis to begin 
with. 
 
At the end of the long-treasured 23rd Psalm, the Psalmist writes, “Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my 
whole life long.”  ‘All the days of my life…my whole life long.’  I think we far too often 
treat our relationship with (and dependence upon) God as a spiritual 9-1-1 center.  When the 
crisis of the moment arises, we drop to our knees in prayer (be it literally or figuratively) and 
we call upon God to work in the midst of our strife to be that which we know we can’t be for 
ourselves.  As the initial days of the crisis pass, however, we grab on to our bootstraps, start 
lifting ourselves up, and forget that God is still there, walking with us, journeying alongside, 
ready to help strengthen and guide us as much in the years that follow as he did in the 
moment we first called. 
 
God is here – right now – with us!  Whether you are in the crisis of the moment, the 
mounting floods of the days and weeks that follow, or the more serene moments of relative 
calm from the storms of life…God is here – right now – with you!  Count on that.  Rely on 
that.  Don’t wait for the eye of the storm to appear to drop to your knees – don’t allow those 
unexpected floods to well up and overwhelm you as you try to carry the weight on your own.  
God is here in every day.  We rest in God in each moment of our lives.  Don’t wait to make 
the 9-1-1 call when the crises is too much.   Drop to your knees today!  Grab onto to God in 
prayer today!  Make the call today, and then rest in God even when you feel like you, 
yourself, are all the strength you need. 

Marty Your Pastor and Friend, 

 
continued…Ever-Present Strength  

Are you curious about plans to update the first-floor 
bathrooms in the Church? Please join the Trustees for an 
information session on October 7 or 14 in the Library 
after 10 am worship to learn more about the plans for this 
exciting project. 



 

EDUCATION AND FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

If you have any questions or thoughts about Bible studies and book groups, please contact 
Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith at 414-588-8693 or juliesmith@northshorecongl.org. 

 
Thursday Morning Bible Discussion: Join us in Friendship Lounge on 
Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:00 for engaging conversation with the 
Bible and each other.   
  
Through October we continue discussing those passages related to 
several images of being “the Church.” These studies will gather 
Wednesday evenings at 7pm, Thursday mornings at 9:30am, and with 
Centering Prayer on Sundays at 9am.  Even if you have not been part of a particular group 
in the past—please feel welcome to come to any one of those sessions! 

 
If you are interested in coming please feel free to join us anytime!  If you would like to be 

on the email reminder list contact Rev. Julie. 

 

Please mark your calendars!   

The Tuesday Morning Book Group meets in 
Friendship Lounge on Tuesdays from 10-11 am.  

By mid-October we will start the next book: Same Kind 
of Different As Me by Ron Hall and Denver Moore.  
Contact Rev. Julie if you wish to have a copy ordered 
for you, cost is $14.50.  Large print is also available.  



 

FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Repairers of the Breach Lunch 
Making 

 
October 7 we have the 
opportunity to “extend 
our communion table” 
to those in need, making 
75 bag lunches for 
Repairers of the Breach 
daytime homeless 
shelter.  
 
Please contact Jane Ford 

(janer1975@gmail.com) or Mary 
Kramer (mewkramer@sbclobal.net) if 
you would like to donate food items, 
shop for supplies, or deliver the lunches. 

Chair Yoga continues in Friendship Lounge on Thursdays, 11:15-12:15.   
 

This is a gentle form of Yoga adapted to do while sitting on a chair or standing 
with a chair as support. Chair Yoga offers improvement for mobility and 
flexibility, overall health and relaxation.   
 
Drop in and try it out ($10) or sign up for a 6 week session ($54).  Checks 
payable to Erica Boos.  Please contact Rev. Julie to sign up, or if you have any 
questions.   

Knitting and Crochet enthusiasts!  
 
Need a project?  We have received a 
donation of many 
skeins of yarn for 
the purpose of 
making simple 
hats, scarves, and 
mittens that we 
will donate, 
before Christmas, 
to Next Door 
Milwaukee. 
Contact Rev. Julie if you can use this yarn. 

The Deacons are looking for volunteers to usher and greet 
at the 10:00 AM worship service. This year we are dividing 
up the duty of signing up volunteers between our members. 
Lisa Wermuth is the Deacon receiving sign-ups for the month 
of October. As of this printing there are still a few openings. If 
you would like to help in this important and fun way please 
call or email Lisa at 262-241-4118, LW@wi.rr.com. 

The Deacons thank you for this consideration! 



 

 LOAVES AND FISHES 

September 18, 2018 
 

CASSEROLES    DESSERTS 
 

 
                                                    
 

DRIVERS 

 
 

SERVERS 

 
 

Bartlett Arnold 
Cook Dowsett 
Kebbekus Hadcock 
Miller Petersen 
Gaenslen Schill 
Enea Sweet 
Ford Wauck 
 ———— Weber 
 ———— Wink 
 ———— Wood 
 ———— Zganjar 
 ———— Levatich 

Arnold Osborne Tollefsen 

Schuyler Tollefsen 
Schuyler Tollefsen 
Schuyler Arnold 
Schuyler Osborne 



 

Things to Note 
 

Did you know that online giving (and tracking) is available to all 
members of the church?  If you have already set up a log-in for our 
church’s Realm program, you can follow that log-in to make gifts, 
see a log of your past contributions, and even enter your Estimate of Giving for 2019.  Realm 
also gives you access to an online database of phone numbers and emails for church 
members.  If you have not yet signed up for Realm, but would like access, contact the church 
office so that an invitation to register can be sent. 
 

The first draft of our 2019 Church Budget is currently being pulled 
together by our Budget Committee.  Please plan to join us for a 
congregational meeting after the 10am worship service on Sunday, 
October 28, to review the draft budget (note that the final draft will be 
approved at a Congregational Meeting on December 23). 
 

Looking Ahead:   

Mark your calendar for Sunday, November 4, for Remembrance Sunday.  As we gather 
for worship we will have the honor and privilege of remembering those from our church 
fellowship who have passed to the glory of God in the last year.  Please join us as we 
honor these saints who have gone before us.  (Note that there is only one service, at 
10am, on this day). 

Take note that there are two Sundays in the next few months, in which we will have only 
one worship service, at 10am.  On November 4 (Remembrance Sunday) and December 
9 (Music Sunday) there will be no 8am chapel service. 

Join us for the ALL CHURCH Car Rally Scavenger Hunt on Saturday, November 10, 
at 4:00pm with dinner to follow.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP BOARD 
It’s that time of the year for all members of North Shore Congregational 
Church to sit back and reflect on their relationship with their church.  

The members of this church are responsible for its financial needs to keep 
it moving forward. Your church needs your commitment. Please consider 
giving what you gave last year … and then add a little more. 

We, as members of North Shore Church, know we have an excellent 
clergy and staff, and a great place to find fellowship with the Lord and 
fellowship with each other. Remember that the financial needs of North Shore 
Congregational Church depend on you. 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

We are in full swing and learning about the stories in the Bible!  We are eager to keep 
moving forward to learn more about the people and events that are so important to our 
Christian faith!  

October lesson focus at a glance is: 

October 7 – God is comforting…so we comfort others (1 Kings 17: 1-6) 

October 14 – God is everywhere…so we look for him around us (2 Kings 2: 1-18) 

October 21 – God is faithful…so we’re faithful (Nehemiah 1-2) 

October 28 – Jesus is powerful…and he give us power (Psalm 68: 18-20; Acts 1: 1-20) 

 

Bible Sunday is an important day for all of us as we give our 
grade 3 students their Bible from the church on October 7.  
This is a wonderful day in the life of God’s church as we equip 
our children to grow in their relationship with God, the Bible, 
and NSCC.  Join us as we celebrate this special day with them.  

 

KidsConnect is a fun group for kids in grades 3-5 that meets on the second Sunday of every 
month from 4:00-5:30.  This month we will meet on October 14 for some Festive Fall Fun!  
Bring your friends for Ghost in the Grave Yard and a Fall scavenger hunt outside, weather 
permitting (dress appropriately)!   

 

 

 



 

 
Questions? 

Contact Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith today! 
414-352-6123 or 414-588-8693 
juliesmith@northshorecongl.org 

Or 
Or Leslie Krueger 

lrkrueger74@gmail.com 

 

Trunk or Treat is an event you won’t want to miss. October 21 at 4:00…
decorate your car and enjoy treats and fellowship.  

 

Acolytes/Greeters - We are grateful for the children that light 
the sanctuary candles at the beginning of worship each 
Sunday.  We are in the midst of growing this team, so if your 
child would like to be an acolyte, and needs a brief “training” 
session, please contact Leslie Krueger.  

 

Children’s Choir is meeting in the large classroom area in the basement this 
year from 9:00-9:45.  If your child is interested in being part of choir, please 
contact Leslie Krueger for more information. Believe it or not, the Christmas 
Pageant has been chosen and we are already starting rehearsals!  

 

Crib ’n Crawler will be staffed during worship on Sunday 
mornings from 9:45 – 11:15.   

 

 

Now Hiring… 

In an effort to best meet the needs and opportunities of our Sunday school programs, the 
church is seeking to hire a permanent teacher for the early elementary class.  The 

individual must be at least 18 years old and able to be present for at least 3 out of the 4 
Sundays of each month.  If you know someone who has a heart for children and their 
budding faith, please contact Rev. Marty or Rev. Julie for a job description and more 

information. 



  
H   Y ! 

 

Youth!!  “Behold, I am doing a new thing” (Isaiah 43:19) 
 

 

Reminder that, October 7, Middle School students are invited to remain in worship 
with their families.  It is Communion and Bible Sunday when our grade 3 children 
receive their Bibles. 

We will continue through October to engage our class time with the images of the 
Church.  The Benevolence Board has also agreed to the youth hosting a book drive 
October 14 – November 4 (see more details under YouthConnect topics). 

 

For High School Youth  
Thank you to the High School students who have offered to assist the regular teachers in our 
younger children’s classrooms!  If you have not yet contacted Rev. Julie but are interested in 
helping in the PreK - grade 1, grade 2-5 class, or the “In the Middle” class, please do. We 
would love to have you join in when you are available! Rev. Julie will send a text reminder 
or check in.  

 

Agape Table 
Local college connection. Do you have a student at Marquette University, University of 
Milwaukee or the University of Madison?  Rev. Julie with Rev. Rob Fredrickson (from 
Ozaukee Congregational Church) are rotating visits with our students on those campuses on 
the first Monday evening of the month.  We plan to hang out at a local pizza place and host 
some dinner and conversation from 6-7:30. Contact (phone/text/email) information 
appreciated so we can let them know we’re coming! 

 



 

Parents/Youth:  Let us know if there is a special event, game, musical, play etc. that you 
are involved in so the church can cheer you on!  Message Rev. Julie with dates and 

events. 

YouthConnect (grades 6-12) 
YouthConnect involves a variety of  activities for fun and service.  In October let Julie 
know if you and friends can:  

Come on Friday October 12 for Glo Mini-golf, yard games and pizza at Baemanns 
Golf Center in Cedarburg.  Parents drop off and pick up kids between 6-7:30PM, or 
let Rev. Julie know if you need a ride. Friends are always welcome AND another adult 
to join is always needed.   

Stay after worship on October 28 for Pumpkins (carving and broom hockey) and 
Pizza.  Again - Friends always welcome - bring them to church or tell them to come 
from 11:30-1:00 pm. 

Looking ahead:   

We are doing a Youth Book Drive for Next Door Milwaukee’s “Books for Kids” from 
October 21 – November 4.  Bring gently used books for preK/Kindergarten children.           

November 7,  YouthConnect will go to Next Door Milwaukee between 4-5:30 and 
help with their “Books for Kids.” We will add our book drive collection to others and 
sort, repair, clean, and label books for their monthly giveaway building home libraries 
for children in need. 

November 18, Sunday afternoon at church 4 – 5:30. Games, snacks, and making 
many jars of “cookie dough” to give to the local food pantry.  

 

Wisconsin Congregational Association Youth Fall Retreat (grades 3 – 12) 
Join together with youth from other Congregational churches for an overnight. 

 Where:  Faith Community Church of Franklin 

 When: November 2 (6 pm start, pick up November 3, 11 am). 

 What: Friends, Fun, and Faith. Games led by our youth reps, discussion led by Rev. 
Rob Fredrickson (Ozaukee Congregational). 

 Fee:  $15 at the door covers dinner, snacks and breakfast. 

 RSVP October 26 deadline to Rev. Julie or Becca Penno (beccapenno@gmail.com). 



 

Lydia Circle will be meeting on Monday, October 22.  Meet at church @ 10am to carpool 
to Shalom Nature Preserve. 

 
Experience nature at its best on foot or rent a golf cart.  Explore over three miles of gravel 
road throughout the zoo. You will see herds of bison, deer, elk, wild sheep, along with 
wolves, cougar, bear, zebra, camel and much more in large natural environments. Visit the 
learning centers and read the educational signage posted along the way.  *New this year: Eat 
at the Grizzly Grill. (We didn’t talk about this, but we could stay for lunch?) 

Tickets are $10 for Seniors, $12 adults, golf carts that accommodate 4 are $25 for 2 hours for 
Seniors, $30 for adults 

The average time to walk the gravel roads is at least two hours or more.  It's highly 
recommended to bring a beverage and snack to keep hydrated and your energy level 
up. Carry-in's are allowed or you may purchase food and/or drink in our Grizzly Grill or Gift 
Shop. 

LYDIA CIRCLE 



 

 

Trunk or Treat – October 21, 2018 (4-6 pm)  

Wanted: Fairies and Ninja Turtles to go trick or treating 
car to car!  

Seeking: Witches and Warlocks to decorate their cars in 
Halloween themes!  

Calling: Everyone! People of all ages to join in on second 
annual Trunk or Treat!  

Trunk or Treat will feature kids (and adults!) in costume, 
crafts, food, games, trick or treating, and cars decorated by YOU! Set up for cars begins at 4 
PM. Festivities begin at 4:30 pm. Costume awards (for the people and the cars) and ‘trunk or 
treating’ will begin at 5:30 pm. We will provide the hotdogs, chips and drinks – please bring 
chili for the Chili Cook-off contest or a dessert, salad, or finger food to pass.  

Sign up in Friendship Lounge starting September 30. Questions, or to volunteer to help with 
set-up or clean-up, please contact Sharon Hall at disneyfamily01@gmail.com.  

Invite your friends, get out your costumes, plan the decorations for your car, grab a bag of 
candy to distribute during trunk or treating, and join us October 21 for this unique and fun-
filled fellowship event for all ages! We need everyone make this event a success!  

Sunday, October 21, stay after worship and relax with a light soup 
lunch, and brief video presentation. Stress is a growing factor in all 
our lives, no matter what age you are or what circumstances 
surround you. The Health Committee will share information on 
stress in our lives and healthy approaches to dealing with 
stress.  

We will follow through in later months with presentations and 
gatherings focused on simple stress relief.  The Packers have a bye, 

so we have made it easy for you to plan on staying after worship for a light soup lunch and 
conversation.  Come down to Fellowship Hall after church.   

SAVE THE DATE! 



Phone (414) 352-6123 
Fax (414) 352-8320  

www.NSCChurchWI.org 
www.facebook.com/north.church.3 

 
MINISTERS 

All members of North Shore Congregational Church 

ASSISTED BY 
Rev. Dr. Martin Hall, Senior Minister      Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith, Associate Minister                         
Leslie Krueger,  Director of Children’s Ministries   Rick Kieffer, Music Director 
Dr. Rodney Loren, Organist                                                        Meike Pampalone, Organist 
Leslie Krueger, Children’s Choir Director                        Kerrin White, Office Manager                                                      
Mike Fugarino, Custodian                                                           Connie Mullins, Volunteer Office Assistant   

Brian Hanrahan, Katie Lennie, Nicole Lennie and Adam Penno, Sunday Custodians                                                     
       
   


