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It was about 10 years ago that I came across that poem that was shared as our Call to Meditation 

this morning. 

“Darkness wants to devour light.  

Light wants to transform darkness.   

God says to darkness: "Darkness, stop!"  

God says to light: "Light start!   

Lo, you have won the goal."” 

 

It’s a powerful, and seemingly ever-present, imagery: light and darkness.  It is where it all began 

– the very first words of Scripture. 

“1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the waters.  3 And God said, "Let there be light," and 

there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and He separated the light 

from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he called 

"night." And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.”  (Genesis 

1: 1-5) 

 

The very first element of God’s creation was light that would conquer the darkness, and 

throughout the history of that creation, light has come to exemplify everything that God breaths 

into the lives of his children. 

• In 2 Samuel, God is described as the lamp that brings light into life: “You are my lamp, O 

LORD; the LORD turns my darkness into light.”  (2 Sam 22:29) 

• In the Psalms, the image is used repeatedly to express the innumerable forms of God’s 

presence in the world. 

o In Psalm 13:3, it is that which keeps us from death: “Look on me and answer, O 

LORD my God. Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death;” 

o In Psalm 27:1, it is the source of salvation: “The LORD is my light and my 

salvation— whom shall I fear?” 

o In Psalm 89:15 it is the evidence of God’s presence: “Blessed are those who have 

learned to acclaim you, who walk in the light of your presence, O LORD.” 
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o In Psalm 119:105 it is the inspiration provided through God’s word: “Your word 

is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

 

The list goes on and on of those passages that use the image of light to express the presence of 

God in the lives of his children.  And, then, we come to that point in which that light comes in 

the form of a child.  Over the season of Christmas ahead of us, we will, repeatedly, encounter 

reflections about Jesus being the light of the world.   

• In John 1 we are told that, “1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 

God, and the Word was God. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 The 

light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”  

• We know those infamous words from Isaiah 9:2, in which he says that, “The people 

walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death a light has dawned.” 

• Later in Isaiah, 42:6, God proclaims that, through the Messiah, he will restore light to 

lives of all his children.  “I will lead the blind by ways they have not known,” he 

proclaims, “along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; I will turn the darkness into light 

before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not 

forsake them.” 

• And then, in John 8 and 9, Jesus says it of himself, “I am the light of the world.” 

 

Scripture repeatedly proclaims the manner in which, throughout the course of human history, 

God has brought light into our darkness, and that image has become profoundly meaningful for 

those of us who walk in His care.  That was the heart of our Thanksgiving reflections last 

Sunday. 

• When our darkness is fear, the light is God’s courage. 

• When our darkness despair, the light is God’s hope. 

• When our darkness is confusion, the light is God’s wisdom. 

• When our darkness is grief, the light is the promise of everlasting life. 

• When our darkness is sin, the light is the grace and mercy of the one born to bring light to 

us all. 

 

Whatever our darkness, whatever the manner of our turmoil, whatever the nature of that which 

makes us dwell in the shadows, the very presence of God, and the grace, hope and mercy of 

Christ, compose the light that shines into the darkest arenas of our existence.  That is a message 

that we seem to repeat endlessly, year after year, particularly throughout the Christmas 

celebrations.  As we rejoice in the birth of the infant Jesus, we rejoice in the light born into the 

world.  What I found myself really reflecting on this week, however, is that it seems we 

perpetually miss the ‘catch’ that comes along with the light that is Christ, and the light that God 

breaths into this world.   

 

I want you to think about all of the darkness that God combats in this world.  I want you to 

consider all that it means to say that Jesus is the light of the world.  I want you to ponder all of 

these things we have been discussing, and try to grasp what it means to know that God brings 

light into all of that darkness.  Then, with that in mind, I want you to hear the words that Jesus 

speaks in a familiar passage from the Beatitudes.  (Matthew 5: 14-15). 
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“14 You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither 

do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 

it gives light to everyone in the house.” 

 

Did you catch that?  “YOU, are the light of the world!”  Not just God, not just Jesus, but you, 

me, all of us.  The light that God brings into this world – the light that God breaths into the 

darkness – is not just a manifestation of his Spirit or the result of the birth of the Christ-child.  

The light that God brings into this world is the result of the very work and efforts of God’s 

people. 

 

I think we all love to hear those words of John 8 in which Jesus proclaims, without reservation, 

“I am the light of the world!”  What a glorious promise – what a remarkable hope.  We could 

bask in the comfort of those words for days.  I think we tend to overlook the moment he echoes 

those words again, just a chapter later, however, when he says, “While I am in the world, I am 

the light of the world!” 

 

That’s the catch.  We talk profoundly about the manner in which God breaths light into the 

world.  We use the imagery powerfully to look at how God conquers the darkness in our lives.  

We stand together holding candles on Christmas Eve and celebrate the light born in the form of a 

child, but then we emerge from the Christmas season and forget the fundamental element of the 

story that the light that God spoke into the world, that Jesus reflected into the world, is now ours 

to carry forth into the world.   

 

Isaiah’s words in the 58th chapter can be a little difficult to understand due to their somewhat 

poetic nature.  But they are rich words that speak to our call to bear light into the world.  (Isaiah 

58: 6-8)   

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and 

untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  7 Is it 

not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with 

shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your 

own flesh and blood?  Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your 

healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the 

glory of the Lord will be your rear guard. 

 

The same prophet who proclaims that, in the coming of the Messiah, the people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light, goes on to proclaim that it is our call to bear that to the people.  

He proclaims that the manner in which we bear that light is to act with the light of God in this 

world.  To battle injustice, to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, to free the oppressed.  We 

could go on and on as we made our own list of the manner in which we could actively bring light 

to the world around us.  But, as we enter into the Christmas season before us, as we engage in a 

repeated celebration of the joys of the light born into the world, I think we have to take the time 

to consider how it is we are moving beyond the celebration of the light and actually finding ways 

to bring that light into the darkness that surrounds us. 

 

We’re very good at talking about the fact that there is darkness around us – often a remarkable 

amount of it.  Then, in the season of ultimate light, we rightly celebrate the fundamental truth 
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that God brings light into that darkness in often unimaginable ways – and we rejoice in that 

promise and hope.  But, then we emerge from that celebration, we come out of that season of 

tremendous promise, and we forget that the fulfillment of that promise relies, at least part, on 

those of us who are called to bear that light into the world.  We emerge from the season and 

entirely overlook the fact that the bridge between the glorious light of God and the tremendous 

darkness of the world is us! 

 

“You are the light of the world,” Jesus says.  We know there is darkness, and we all know that 

the ultimate fulfillment of God’s promises lies in the providence of God.  But, God has placed 

the responsibility and privilege of bearing that light into the world on us.  We should rejoice in 

the light born in Christ, and we should celebrate the light that God breaths into our darkness.  

But, at some point we have to acknowledge that Christ, who named himself the light of the 

world, proclaimed us to be the light of the world.  At some point we have to stare into the face of 

darkness and do more than trust that God will conquer it.  At some point, we have to realize that 

the manner in which God will conquer it is, at least in part, through us – and we have to ask 

ourselves what we’re going to do about it.  The one born to be the light of the world has named 

us the light of the world.  At some point, we have to ask ourselves what darkness we are going to 

tackle, and how we are going to shine. 

 

 


