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We like the story of the Widow’s Mite - the poor widow who gives her two small coins to the 

Temple treasury (a mite was the smallest of bronze coins in Jewish currency).  We like it as long 

as that is the story here.  It comes up in Sunday school curriculum to teach young children about 

generosity, or even as a story to equate with how they as children, perhaps with a limited 

allowance,  are just as important as others who have more to give. But of course, this isn’t the 

whole story.   

Initially, I planned to call this sermon- “More than Two Sides to a Coin” but then I wanted the 

title to say what I believe is the “Good News” of this lesson.  And I do need to explain the “More 

than Two Sides…” lesson I find given here, but that is because it helps us understand the Good 

News Jesus offers. 

Is this gospel lesson about admiring or even idolizing the widow who gave it all, placing her 

actions on a pedestal while shaking our heads with disgust at those pompous long-winded 

scribes?  And while it is a story of stark contrast, I don’t believe we would really see ourselves as 

either the widow or the scribes. 

We begin with Jesus in the Temple, teaching the disciples as he gives warning about scribes in 

long robes with long prayers   who strut about.  Now before you start to look sideways at people 

in long robes who speak long prayers, I want to point out that just before this reading, Jesus has 

responded to the wisdom of a scribe who understands and says, that loving God and loving our 

neighbor is more important than temple offerings or sacrifices.   

Jesus at the core of these two stories, or examples, is drawing a distinct picture about those 

whose self-interest and self-importance allows them to somehow see themselves as more 

important or worthy than others. Certainly, this is one side of the coin. 

It is a terrible story about some people whose puffed up pride and sense of power expects 

respect,  yet as Jesus says, “devour widows houses.” And here is another side of the coin if you 

will.  But it is also a story of a system - attributed to God - that had lost its way from God’s 

purpose, a recurring theme in history. Yet, another side of the coin.   
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The prophet Micah, who we also heard from this morning, was known to speak with disdain, 

about the corruption of Jerusalem’s pretentious leadership, and its unethical religious practices.     

But Micah also spoke with hope of the future, of a restored people of God, and the coming of a 

promised king. We hear from Micah during Advent as we wait for the Christ child saying, “But 

you O Bethlehem, from you will come the one who is to rule.” And it is from Micah we also 

heard the claim for what God desires, “To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 

your God.”  It is a commitment to God and to each other. 

Jesus sees and calls for his disciples to see, someone and something, that would not have 

otherwise been noticed; the widow’s action. Not, I believe, because giving everything she had 

would leave her completely destitute was his desire. No, he has already critiqued the system that 

could make that so.  But Jesus points her out and claims that what she has given is worth more.  

Another side to the coin. 

Jesus sees, and asks us to see those who are vulnerable as beloved, valuable- with much to teach 

if only we would look with God’s eyes, rather than with eyes that may see others as possible 

parasites, or a problem that we must keep a distance from. 

From the prophet Micah we heard the - age old and always new - purpose from God; to do 

justice, and love kindness. And in countless ways we do this - as individuals and as a church - 

but it is not for our glory, but to walk humbly with God.   

I love the breadth and fullness of scripture, and if pressed to name my favorite, I think it would 

change depending on the circumstance and need of the moment. But, for my ordination service I 

asked to have this portion of Micah preached, because it so clearly sums up our purpose and 

ministry together. To do justice, love mercy, and to walk humbly with God is not simply about 

good programs or events we host, or the benevolence money we give. These life-giving actions 

are at the core of who we are, what we love, and who we worship.  And I believe our lesson from 

the poor widow points to a heart of humility.  

But it is a terrible story as well, because we are not told what happens next to this one who gave 

everything she had.  We can imagine and hope that she had friends that met her as she left and 

offered to take her in. Or, we can assume that Jesus, because of who he is,    followed her and 

folded her into his family of followers. Or we can imagine that God somehow blessed her giving, 

and miraculously filled her purse tenfold. So many imagined sides to the coins she gave. But we 

are not told, and we are left to ache for her foolishness or admire her generosity.                                                                                                           

But here is the Good News! The ultimate end to this story- as all others, is that God sees us, 

redeems us, and invites us into the way and life that we are made for. 

No, Jesus certainly does not applaud the scribes for what he sees in their behavior, but he doesn’t 

applaud the widow either if you listen closely. It is not always so different from today, but in 1st 

century Palestine this woman’s situation was very vulnerable.  What we know of her, or her 

“type” is that she is without resources such as spouse, property, or pension, and apparently 

without family. And he is critiquing the people and system that does not even see her. 
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But he sees her and asks his followers to truly see her too.  He sees vulnerability of every kind.  

And if we listen to any scripture, we will always find- that is where and who God takes a stand 

for. God sees the commitment of courage it takes to live in a broken world…and He sees pride 

and hypocrisy that crowds out love…and he asks the disciples, just as he asks us, to see as well. 

This quote from Jimmy Carter has been circulating lately.  He says, ‘What are the things that you 

can’t see that are important?    I would say justice, truth, humility, service, compassion, love.    

You can’t see any of those, but they’re the guiding lights.”       

And I think this meets so well with our Gospel this morning, for I believe a bottom line question 

between the story of the scribes and the widow is; what do we value and what or who do we 

commit ourselves to?                                   

And as Micah points out, the way of worshipping God is doing justice, loving kindness, and 

walking humbly with God. It is wonderful that somehow worshipping God is tangled up in our 

life with others. 

We should realize   that in the flow of timing- the context of where this story sits in Jesus’ story 

–  this teaching at the temple and observance of the widow’s action happened sometime during 

that final week, only days before Jesus goes to the cross. 

Perhaps her silent action was the voice of a prophet critiquing the situation of the day. Or 

perhaps we see her as a mirror reflecting Jesus, who gives us everything, love and life. As author 

Debie Thomas wrote, “The widow gave everything she had to serve a world so broken, it killed 

her. Days later, Jesus gave everything he had to redeem, restore, and renew that world.”1 

If we were to see with God’s eyes, how would we look for answers to the perplexing situation 

that is the debate over immigration. If we were to see with God’s eyes, how would we look into 

the causes of homelessness. If we were to see with God’s eyes, how would we act out loving 

kindness in the way we speak to and treat each other. If we were to walk humbly with God,    

where would we go?                                                                                                                                                  

The Good News is, that wherever we go, and whatever we see, God is there. 

The Good News is that God sees and holds close every vulnerability and brokenness that we – or 

others experience, and asks us to see Him there, ready to redeem and restore.  God loved and 

honored the broken and vulnerable in us by coming into the world, in the very flesh of our lives.   

And even though we sit in relative comfort here today, we too have vulnerabilities of health, 

mental, spiritual, or physical, vulnerabilities of schedules that can squeeze out life, vulnerabilities 

of hope, struggling to see the way forward in a divided time. The Good News is God sees and is 

with us. The Good News is in seeing God inviting us to humbly walk with Him, doing justice for 

others, and loving kindness with each other - as if it is the most important thing in the world.  For 

that is where all the sides of the coin become one.   

Amen 

                                                 
1 Debie Thomas, “The Widowed Prophet” Journey with Jesus, posted November 1, 2015 
(www.journeywithjesus.net/theeighthday/446-the-widowed-prophet), retrieved November 5, 2018. 
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