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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Pass it On: aka – Be the Good News” 
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Galatians 2: 15-20; Matthew 5: 13-16 

March 3, 2019 
 

I want to tell you about this little tray of dishes that I have set out this morning.  But, you need 

the backstory! 

 

Some of you may recall that I shared, a few weeks ago, the news of the death of the Rev. Don 

Mullen.  Don was a colleague and friend to Karl and Dottie Schimpf, and to my parents, and for 

my entire childhood he was ‘Uncle Don’ to me.  He was also a career Minister to the churches of 

our National Association.  With that backdrop in mind, his widow asked me to help coordinate 

and facilitate his memorial, which we will hold in Olivet, MI, tomorrow.  And, I’ll be taking this 

little tray of dishes with me.  You see, as part of tomorrow’s service, one of the things we’ve 

asked of the participating clergy and laity is that they each take 2-3 minutes to remember 

something about Don.  I have a number of thoughts I could share, but mine will be about these 

dishes. 

 

Twenty years ago, this June, I was sitting in the front of Plymouth Congregational Church in 

Racine, as Don rose to offer the Charge to the Minister – his words of wisdom and counsel to the 

then 25 year-old me who was being ordained into Ministry.  As he spoke, he presented me with 

this tray of dishes.   

• One dish held oil – a reminder of the healing and comfort we seek to bring into the lives 

of those who hurt. 

• Another held water – a symbol of the baptism and new life we proclaim in faith. 

• There was a dish of salt – reflecting the meaning and purpose our faith brings into the 

lives of those to whom we minister. 

• And, there was the candle – a constant call to remember our role as the light of the world. 

 

For 20 years since that day, this tray of dishes has rested in my line of sight, in my office – where 

I have seen it each and every day.  Sometimes it has been on a table in the center of the room.  

Other times it has been on a shelf (as it is in my office now), but it has remained in my field view 

when sitting at my desk – and for one reason.  I remember some of what he said about these 

items better than others – that was a day of high emotion for me so a lot of it is foggy – but the 

underlying message I heard was distinctively clear: “BE the good news!”  And, these dishes have 

remained in my office as a constant reminder of that goal.   
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It is important to believe in the Good News.  It is important to share the Good News.  As a 

Minister, it is even important to preach the Good News.  But, none of that comes anywhere close 

to the importance of BEING the Gospel.  None of that measures up to the importance of being 

the one to bring the healing touch, the forgiving grace, the enriching purpose of God’s love or 

the light into the darkness of another.  We can believe and share and preach all day – but the call 

to discipleship is one of being – to reflect the glory of Christ to the world that surrounds us.  That 

is the message I heard that day, that’s the message that Don lived that I will share in my mini-

reflection tomorrow, and (more to the point of our worship today) that’s the core of the series 

that we will undertake throughout the course of Lent. 

 

The fundamental theological argument behind our Lenten series, this year, is simple.  “I no 

longer live,” Paul says in Galatians, “but Christ lives in me.”  That’s it!  In John we read that, 

“No one has ever seen God.  It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has 

made him known.”  In other words, in Christ, we see a reflection of the character of God.  And, 

as Paul reminds us, in us, the world should see a reflection of Christ.  So, for you mathematicians 

out there, using the transitive property – the character of God should be reflected in us.  God is 

reflected in Christ, Christ is reflected in us, therefore God should be reflected in us!  That’s what 

we are going to talk about through Lent. 

 

God is compassion, God is grace, God is mercy…the list goes on and on.  In Christ, we see the 

heart and character of God reflected in human form, and that reflection should carry on in the 

lives we live as Christ lives in us.  So, what does it mean to say that God is compassion…and 

how is that reflected in our lives?  What does it mean to say that God is grace…and how is that 

lived out in our lives?  There will studies before each Sunday where we will explore the meaning 

of the Scriptures at hand.  There will be varying experiences and projects to just dip our toes in 

the waters of what it means to live out the themes we are exploring.  And, yes, there will be 

sermons each Sunday (as well as a few of the Lenten holy days) engaging the question at hand.  

But, the end of it all is, in my mind, the simple question that arises from this little tray of dishes. 

 

We are part of this body of faith because we believe the Gospel.  Many of you are here, this 

morning, at least in part, because you want to hear the Gospel preached.  And, hopefully now 

and then you will share the Gospel.  But, the question these dishes draw out is, are we BEING 

the Good News? 

• Are we telling people about the healing and comfort that comes from faith, or are we 

finding the hurt that surrounds us and bearing that healing upon the pain? 

• Are we proclaiming the grace and mercy of baptism in Jesus, or are we living lives of 

forgiveness and mercy that show to others the unconditional love that Jesus showed to 

us? 

• Are we talking about the meaning that faith can bring into our every day, or are we 

actually finding a way to breathe that meaning into who we are and what we do? 

• Are pointing people towards a light that can usher them through their darkness, or are we 

walking into the heart of that darkness with them and being the light that carries them 

out? 
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Twenty years ago, as I first entered into ordained ministry, the charge I heard from this man I 

deeply respected was to BE the gospel to the hurting world around me.  Ever since, I’ve kept that 

little tray of dishes in my line of sight as a constant reminder of that call.  There are times I do 

better than others, and there is no doubt that I stray from that course as often as anyone here.  

But, I’ve kept these dishes there as a reminder of what the goal is, and my hope is that the series 

we will undertake in the season ahead will encourage us all to spend a little more time reflecting 

on that question.  The glory and character of God was reflected in the person and ministry of 

Jesus.  How, when and where is the world seeing a reflection of the person and ministry of Jesus 

in you, and where does it not but needs to?  Or, put another way, where in your life is the Good 

News needed, and how are you going to be it? 

 


