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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Listen and Love” 
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Luke 6: 20-36 

February 24, 2019 

 

I chose, for these Sundays I would preach between Christmas and Lent, to look at the Bible 

lessons that are prescribed for these Sundays. Now, there are good reasons for not adhering to 

that “schedule.” Such as the series Marty just finished, or the series we worked on together this 

fall around the images of the church, and the “Pass it on” series we will do through Lent. We 

chose the readings for these series rather than working with those prescribed by this thing called 

a Lectionary.   

                                                                                                                        

But sometimes I choose the prescribed readings because they challenge me.  Such as today’s 

reading, a definite ugh, as Jesus’ words here are pretty difficult to take. But of course, as always 

there is something I need to hear, and I expect this may be true for you as well. Because who 

among us doesn’t struggle with the idea of loving an enemy, turning the other cheek. Who 

doesn’t struggle to be as giving and merciful as God is? This can be an incomprehensible 

challenge; to love our enemy, especially when we find it hard to do even with those we feel we 

are expected to love. 

 

These words from Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain do not come to us inspiring a feeling of comfort 

and wellbeing.  They lay at our feet as a challenge we may not want to hear, much less pick up as 

a challenge we are ready to meet.   

Sometimes this is not what we need.  And certainly, this is not to say that the Bible is only meant 

to challenge us,  for it is also full of comfort and hope, it is full of joy and companionship.     

And sometimes it is also just as important to hear and know simply that we are loved – no matter 

what. To hear and know that we are not to worry, that in ways we don’t always understand,                      

that God’s “got this.” 

 

But today we are given the impossible - uncomfortable challenge to be merciful like God is;    

Love your enemy, pray for those who would cause you harm, love outside the lines of those who 

love you.    Because that’s what God does – that’s who Jesus is.                                                          

This lesson today takes us beyond thinking about what we believe to trying to live and love what 

we believe. 
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We should remember, Jesus is speaking to people who trust him;  the disciples and crowds of 

people who have come TO him to be healed, and according to the author/Luke, he has healed all 

of them!  And then he tells them who they are. Blessed,  not because of their standing or 

circumstance,  but because there is another way to see and be in this world.  

 

And note, what we hear is pretty direct. Blessed are YOU…But I say to YOU.                                    

We do not hear Jesus say something along the lines of…  “but I say,    to those other people over 

there,  start doing a better job of loving and giving and the world will be a better place for all of 

us.”  Nor is there something here that suggests’ Jesus is saying, “if only those others would just 

change their minds and their ways, then we could all be much happier.”  No what sounds too 

challenging here - is also the beauty of it. God’s way,  God’s kingdom, becomes a living reality 

when we choose to live it, when we choose to love it. 

 

Does God love only those who love God?  Is God merciful only to those who show God mercy? 

Clearly not.   

God’s generosity is not defined or constrained by material goods. We receive it without limit in 

God’s grace and mercy, love and forgiveness. This isn’t a sentimental love that ebbs and flows 

over time, tempered by difficulties or the mood of the moment.                                                                                          

Nor is this a twisted idea of love that has no power in itself - that is a doormat, subservient to 

another.  

                                                                                                                                                         

The difficult idea - that we should turn the other cheek could be understood to advocate 

complacency- or worse acceptance of an abusive situation.  But if we remember the one who 

said it, did this from the cross, saying, “Father forgive them…”  and by word, body, and Spirit 

spoke a profound NO to violence.  

 

I believe God is very pleased by organizations such as Sojourner Family Peace Center who gives 

sanctuary and support for those who have found the strength to leave an abusive person or place.    

As a reminder, last year they served 11,000, mostly women and children.  In a number of ways, 

not least of which, we too reject violence with compassion   by giving items of need to help 

sustain those who find help in this organization.  And, if we follow Jesus’ way,   we are asked to 

pray not only for those who have come to Sojourner, but also for those who have yet to, and for 

those who are the cause.  

  

To attempt to love everyone, not just those who love us, brings us closest to who we are, 

reflecting God’s image, God’s way, God’s purpose NOW. This idea of some future kingdom of 

God is not laying dormant while we finish out our time here.  It glimmers now when we refuse to 

keep a tally of who is more wrong, striking back trying to even the score.   When we refuse to 

keep a tally of who has given more.  When we stop trying to out shout each other until no one is 

heard.  When the only goal is to listen and love, in order to understand something about the 

other. 

 

We ask this of our children don’t we, when we teach them the “golden rule” long before they can 

realize what that means. We tell them not to hit when they are mad, that they should be gentle 

and use their words.  We tell them to share their toys long before they understand anything but 

“mine!”  We speak to them as if we see glimmers of the way of God in them.  But then we grow 
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into a world that needs always to acquire more. To a way in the world that carries grudges and 

takes revenge    as if that is a show of strength. 

  

I have a mother who is a wonderful mix of pragmatism and kindness.  Of my 5 siblings – one 

brother was my particular nemesis, my childhood “enemy.” He was the jokester that I couldn’t 

see in that light.  He enjoyed doing things to bother me.  Like when we were at the Grand 

Canyon staring into that deep drop…he walked up behind me, pretended he was going to push 

me in while hanging on and saying- “I saved your life, you owe me a quarter!”  When I was 

really little he traded me his pennies for all my dimes, convincing me that pennies were worth 

more because they were bigger.    Oh the injustice!   

 

And the shouting matches that we carried on!  I thought I couldn’t stand him, certainly couldn’t 

love him, and no way was I going to pray for him!  

 

One thing my mom told me was Julie, he only seems to be winning because you are so caught up 

in him bothering you. The thing to do is to “out nice him” …  Now this is an oversimplified 

version of trying to be kind or merciful like God is, but there is a nugget of Jesus’ lesson here.      

And I should add a disclaimer that this same brother grew up to be a man of great humor, caring, 

and patience…I actually really like him! --- 

 

We should not take lightly - when Jesus says, “Yours is the kingdom of God.” because it claims 

both the blessing and the response, that we share in God’s way. And this looks different than hate 

or want,  it says love is possible.  And yet we will find this hard to do even with those we can 

easily claim to love.  So, if we find this hard to practice on the people or situations that are 

somehow our enemy…or with those who ask too much of us, we need to be reminded that the 

purpose is not to give or forgive or pray until it hurts. It is to give and forgive and to pray until 

it’s love. 

 

The author of our Call to Meditation this morning also asked, “how do we live our lives 

responding to grace and kindness instead of reacting with words or actions that seek to answer 

hurt with more hurt?” 

 

Imagine this world as the place where love, mercy and forgiveness build up, rather than being 

viewed as weakness. Imagine we are in a place where listening until we actually hear WHY the 

other is hurting is possible, rather than pulling away for fear that if we stop to really hear the 

other, something will be taken away from us.   

 

So if we hear this spoken intimately to us   rather than to some abstract other, we will take to 

heart, “but I say to YOU that listen…”  love your enemy, pray for those who abuse you.  We 

may not all put a face to the enemy.  We may see a situation or circumstance that is causing the 

barrier between you and love, you and generosity, you and being as merciful as God is.  

Pray for the person or situation that is causing harm.  Not because you have power to change 

them, but because prayer is a place you meet with God. 
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Were you able to pray for the ones flying the planes into the towers that horrible day?  I 

remember praying as the second plane hit - for all those in the towers, but also praying to God, 

please help us forgive or we will struggle to be whole again. Have you been brought to your 

knees in prayer for the ones who bring guns into schools?  Can you pray for those who took the 

lives of police officers?  Can we pray for those who lie in order to sensationalize?  There is a 

way of strength in this--- 

 

I’ve used this before, and I have it hanging above my desk, but I will read a portion to you again 

from a piece attributed to Mother Teresa: 

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered; forgive them anyway.  If you 

are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; be kind anyway.  If you are 

honest and frank, people may cheat you; be honest and frank anyway. What you spend 

years building, someone could destroy overnight; build anyway. If you find serenity and 

happiness, they may be jealous; be happy anyway.  The good you do today, people will 

forget tomorrow; Do good anyway.  Give the world the best you have, and it may never 

be enough; give the world the best you’ve got anyway. 

All the “anyway” responses here are that glimmer of the way of God, lived out in us. Every time 

we try to live this way we are part of changing the world and something new is created.  Every 

time we live this way, we see the kingdom of God here and now.  

 

The privilege of following Jesus means we live as if all our faith, all our trust in God’s purpose    

actually makes a difference in the way we live, the way we love, the way we listen and the way 

we act. 

Let us trust, and listen, and love, and act. 

Amen 

 

 

 

   

 

 


