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   From the Pulpit... 
 

“Lone Wolf Faith” 
Rev. Dr. Martin Hall – Preaching 

Colossians 3: 1-4, 12-17 

November 3, 2019 – Remembrance Sunday 
 

As many of you know, our worship life is in the midst of series in which we are reflecting on the 

purpose statement of the church.  Our church has a purpose statement that reads, “Our purpose is 

to grow and deepen Christian Discipleship in a faith community guided by the Holy Spirit.”  

Over the course of the last four weeks, we’ve been tackling that statement one phrase at a time, 

and today we land on ‘faith community.’  The ‘faith part,’ mixed in with that notion of 

discipleship and what it means to be a Christian, was our focus for last week.  So, coming into 

today, and knowing that we were remembering such beloved members of our church in worship 

this morning, I was really focused on that notion of community.  And, I couldn’t help but think 

back to the middle of this summer and the service we held in remembrance of Joe DeBelak. 

 

Now, for those of you who may not know, those beautiful bathrooms down the hall and that 

wonderful kitchenette off our Friendship Lounge – they didn’t look like that a few months ago.  

Over the course of the summer, in fact, that southern portion of our building was ripped to 

shreds.  Our Friendship Lounge was closed off and covered in tools and supplies…both 

bathrooms were completely gutted…there was a false wall in the Library…I could keep going…  

And, for good measure, the elevator had failed in the midst of all of that and was completely 

inoperable.  It was with that backdrop that I sat with Joe’s family, in July, to talk about the 

services and fellowship we would host in his memory. 

 

What was striking about the memory of that coming into today, however, was that there were 

two things that were clear.  The family might have chosen to hold a service or reception offsite 

where things could be a little more comfortable and less disrupted.  We, as a church, could have 

suggested that we were limited in what we could do – especially in the face of a service that 

would be so highly attended.  But, neither one of those was an option.  This was Joe’s church.  

This was the community with which he had been surrounded for over 50 years, and this is where 

they wanted the service to take place.  And, our folks?  They didn’t miss a beat.  Ushers and 

greeters stepped into help.  Our hosting group rose to the occasion.  Small tables of treats and 

beverages were spread around the entire main level of the building, even outside, and members 

bustled around from one place to another making this extraordinarily disrupted circumstance into 

a seamless act of hospitality that really made one forget about the state of the building in which it 

was happening.  Why?  Because that’s what you do in a faith community! 
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I think we sometimes miss the heart that stands behind those words from the letter to the 

Colossians that Julie read a few minutes ago.  We hear them, often, at weddings as a reflection of 

the relationship between those individuals.  And, that’s all well and good.  This letter, however, 

is written to the church.  To the church, the author writes, “If you have been raised with Christ, 

seek the things that are above.”  And, what does that mean?  ‘Bear with one another…forgive 

each other…teach and admonish one another…live as one body with the peace of Christ ruling 

in your hearts.’ 

 

Do you hear that subtle theme that rings through in this?  In the letter written to the church, the 

church is being reminded of their responsibilities to one another in that community of faith.  It is 

a theme that echoes through the letters of the early church.   

• That as individual Christians we are called into the body of Christ in the pursuit of our 

heartfelt embodiment of faithfulness. 

• That as those who are seeking to grow in God, we need the gathering of others on that 

same path to embolden us on our journey. 

• That as followers of the one whose name we bear, we need a community surrounding us 

to thrive in that endeavor! 

 

It’s a theme we see again and again in New Testament – that community is at the heart of the 

Christian journey.  But, I want to read you another passage from Colossians – this one is from 

the first chapter.  It is sometimes referred to as the ‘Christ Hymn’ of Colossians, and it is the 15th 

through 20th verses… 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions 

or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 

place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 

through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

It's a rich and powerful reflection of the essence of Jesus, but I wanted to share it so that the 

magnificence of the Christ, the glory of the Son of God, the miracle of Jesus, could be on your 

mind when I reminded you that, in the Gospel stories, one of the very first things Jesus did was 

call others to walk alongside!  After the temptation, in the very first days of his ministry, what 

did Jesus do?  He called disciples!  He gathered others around to walk the journey with him.  He 

built a community!  Jesus, the everlasting Word of God that is, and was, and always will be, 

started his ministry by forming a community around himself.  And, still, again and again, we 

seem to think we can go it alone! 

 

In my life in the church, I’ve been the child just forming an understanding of God, the budding 

Minister finding his way, the veteran Minister leading the charge, and throughout those years 

I’ve also been the one struggling, grieving, sorrowing, stressing, celebrating and rejoicing.  In 

my life in the church I’ve been right and wrong, ill and well, thriving and struggling, but the one 

thing I have never been is alone!  I’ve been helped when it was needed, I’ve been emboldened 
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when life weighed me down, I’ve been joined in revelries and accompanied in my shadow-

darkened valleys, but I have never been alone, because my family, my friends, and my faith 

community walked alongside each and every moment. 

 

In a world in which technology separates us more and more every day, I’m not sure there has 

ever been a more important time to recognize the essential element that community is to our 

journey of faith.  In a world in which isolation runs rampant, I’m not sure it’s ever been more 

imperative that we grasp that a walk with God under the changing leaves of fall is not, and 

cannot, be a substitute for our fundamental need for a community of faith.  In a society that 

celebrates the individual, I’m not sure we’ve ever more needed a gathering alongside that will 

knock us down a notch when we’re haughty, lift us up when we are weak, encourage us when we 

are striving, and make sure that every day, in everything, we never ever walk alone!   

 

Even Jesus, the very Word of God incarnate, started by gathering a community around him.  As 

individuals, we need to seek the same.  And, as a church, we need to be it! 

 

Amen.  

 

 

 


