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Judges  6:11-16a 

  

The Call of Gideon 

  

11 Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the oak at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the 

Abiezrite,   as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press, to hide it from the 

Midianites. 12 The angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him,    “The Lord is with you, 

you mighty warrior.” 13 Gideon answered him,  “But sir, if the Lord is with us,   why then has 

all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our ancestors recounted to us, 

saying, ‘Did not the Lord  bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has cast us off, and given 

us into the hand of Midian.” 14 Then the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours 

and deliver Israel from the hand of Midian; I hereby commission you.” 15 He responded, “But 

sir, how can I deliver Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 

family.” 16 The Lord said to him, “But I will be with you… 
  

 

Our New Testament reading is from the first chapter of the gospel of Mark.  John the Baptist has 

proclaimed one more powerful than he is coming, Jesus has been baptized, the Spirit has 

descended on him, he has been called beloved and been tempted in the desert.  All of this in the 

first thirteen verses of Mark.  And now continuing in  

Mark chapter 1 verses 14-20  we come to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  

Listen for God’s word… 

  
14 Now after John [the Baptist] was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news[ of 

God,  15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;[c] repent, and 

believe in the good news.”  

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net 

into the sea—for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 

fish for people.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 As he went a little 

farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+14-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228c


nets. 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 

men, and followed him. 

  

Now 

  

How many times have we encountered a parent with a child crying in the grocery store,   

shrieking at the frustrated parent…but I want it…NOW! And we watch for the parents response, 

hoping they will either give in quickly or be strong enough to resist – even though we as 

bystanders, are not at all aware of the full situation or what will get the best result. Maybe we 

wish the parent would just leave their grocery cart, full of supplies and take that pesky child out, 

now please!  Maybe we have empathy for the harried parent who clings to their spot in the line, 

because they need to get the shopping done right now. But in either case we cringe at the “do it 

now” dynamic in front of us. 

  

In the Old Testament reading we have a hesitant Gideon, being called and commissioned by 

God. But Gideon has questions, first, wondering why all this bad stuff is happening to them,   

and secondly, asking what “might” or strength does he have saying, “what? – how? – wait, my 

people are weak, and I- well I am the low man around here , certainly not able to lead this gang.” 

  

Do we, in this culture of noise and options and opinions without purpose… do we as followers of 

Christ hesitate, worrying that our “clan” is too weak to respond effectively? Do we hear the 

assurance, “But I will be with you…” and wonder, well yes, but when we can be sure of that? 

  

We listen to the example Mark’s gospel gives us; the “immediately” the “now” - the dropping all 

our stuff to step into some unknown future.  Do we hear this as overwhelming and probably 

unrealistic?   We live in the tension of what we need to do, what we need to accomplish, and 

what we decide is important. And this sometimes places us the responsive mode- responding to 

the “tyranny of the immediate.” Which is a kind of “immediate or now” that is wholly dependent 

on our own power, listening to the buzzing in our heads and the knee jerk need to get, whatever 

“it” is done. But this is not the kind of “do it now” those four disciples encounter.  

  

And it is hard to compare ourselves to Simon, Andrew, James, and John who seem to just leave 

it all behind. The author of Mark gives us no leading details to explain how a 
  

and why this happens. We don’t hear, “after an inspirational speech from Jesus” or “after an 

amazing miracle” or even “ after a decisive action plan is laid out” they left it all to follow Jesus. 

No, they just drop everything and go! Pretty intimidating when we ask ourselves- can we do 

that?  Should we do that?  

  

It is hard to compare ourselves to Simon, Andrew, James, and John. I mean really, what would 

make me let go of everything- NOW!  What would cause us to let go of the usual way we do 

things and open us to something else? What would take us beyond that powerful pull of the 

things we already feel so sure about?  

  

But here is something important to note about those four. Jesus calls them together, not alone    

and then promises that others will be with them as they become fishers of people.  This is not a 



solitary endeavor. And that is the image of the Church, and like Gideon and his clan, we are not 

meant to be weak - because we hear God say, “But I will be with you.” And we embrace it in the 

one called Emmanuel- God with us. 

  

Yes, it is hard to compare ourselves to the image we are given of these disciples.  But then 

again…we also remember    they stumble all over themselves, trying…but getting it wrong; 

stepping out…and sinking, professing faith and fidelity…then denying they even know him,    

stepping in close…and running away. And so what? We too may have experienced these things, 

as this is the “stuff” of life.  The fact that those disciples did get it wrong, stumbled,  sank, 

denied, ran away- meets us where we are sometimes. 

  

And that gets to the core of this lesson, as the point that tugged at me as I prepared for today is 

that this is less about what the disciples do -  and much more about what God does, what God 

wants to do, and is doing NOW!  It is less about how inspiring or intimidating we see the 

response of these disciples who drop their nets and more about our amazing God who chooses to 

come alongside those disciples,  meets them in their everyday doings  and offers them a 

responsive faith that changes their lives. 

  

Barbara Brown Taylor wrote, “What we may have lost along the way is a full sense of the power 

of God—to recruit people who have made terrible choices; to invade the most hapless lives and 

fill them with light; to sneak up on people who are thinking about lunch, not God, and smack 

them upside the head with glory.” 
  

  

It is God, through the Spirit, that causes that spark of hope that changes lives and reminds us that 

the kingdom is all around us, NOW. 

  

After all, if we used the example of the disciples as our model, those people who stepped out and 

followed, but stumbled along the way…we would see ourselves and maybe be reassured.  And 

that is not a bad thing, for the Bible is full of people like us, people who hesitate, people who 

mess up, people who turn away.  And the clear and consistent good news is that God loves us in 

all our messy, hesitating, stumbling glory. 

  

But if we use the example of Jesus as our model, then we would see God! Here and NOW!  And 

what does that look like?  It looks like forgiveness offered even to people who have hurt, 

offended, and failed us. For Jesus took on the worst we had to give, the ignorance and hate and 

said, “forgive them.” Not later, but NOW.  

  

Seeing God, here and NOW looks like the kind of mercy and compassion that cares more for the 

good of the other, wherever they are from, whatever they look like, whatever they may - or may 

not have to offer.  Like a leper who could infect Jesus by a simple touch, and yet Jesus reaches 

out to him, like the crowds who clamored and crowded after Jesus, and he had “compassion on 

them because they were confused and helpless like sheep without a shepherd.” Mercy and 

compassion looks like the woman accused of adultery, about to be punished and Jesus draws the 

accusers toward mercy, toward compassion saying - she is no different than you are, and he 

reaches down to help her up. 

  



Seeing God, here and NOW looks like making room for interruptions, even when we have 

planned, look forward to, and squirreled away that little chunk  time to get something done,    

and then the phone or the doorbell rings interrupting our plan, and we sigh because we would 

really rather deal with whatever is on the other end later (or not at all).  

                             

God’s interruption might look like those children who the disciples wanted to send away yet 

Jesus said, “let the children come to me.”  Or how about that pesky, bleeding woman who 

interrupts Jesus, grabbing at his cloak hoping to be healed by his touch while he  
  

and his disciples had other plans and things to do. Because somewhere in these interruptions, 

God is there. 

  

And seeing God here and NOW  would look like things we have yet to imagine. But we get 

glimmers of the kingdom already here NOW  in those voices and actions that stand up and speak 

wholeness, peace and support for others who are not heard. We get glimmers of the kingdom 

already here NOW in the small selfless gestures that so many of you make every day without 

realizing it. We get glimmers of the kingdom already here NOW when we risk forgiving another 

even when they have done nothing to “deserve” it. We get glimmers of the kingdom already here 

NOW when we actually trust God more than what our own imagination will bear and step out in 

faith, no matter the consequence. We get glimmers of the kingdom already here NOW in the 

moments we pause and really see the other and ourselves as God sees.  

   

And yes, sometimes we might ignore that phone call and get to it later, sometimes our hearts will 

be hardened to the opinion, ideas or perceived flaw of others, while we will wait for them to 

come around to the right side of things, before we just love them. 

And yes sometimes we will look away from the need of others because we believe we just don’t 

have enough resources now to give, or we believe that they have nothing to offer us.                                                                                                    

  

Yes sometimes… we can be reassured when we see ourselves in the disciples, and we can 

forgive ourselves and others. But if we want to look for what has been fulfilled, where the 

kingdom of God has come near, then it is Jesus we turn to NOW. Because like the quote from 

Sherlock Holmes said, “the game is afoot.” The time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God has come 

near. 

  

And as Marty said last week, “it starts with that very notion of hearing. We have to perceive that 

the voice is there at all!”  

  

God is here now, speaking into our lives, no matter how ready we are, no matter how equipped 

we feel, no matter how comfortable or perhaps how uncomfortable we might be. The “now”ness 

we are challenged by, is letting our hearts be moved, changed  open  
  

to receive. And looking to see what God is already doing. Because God shows up when and 

where we least expect it. In the very NOW of unwanted interruptions, in the very NOW of the 

“light that shines on in darkness.”  In the very NOW of hope leaning into trust and trust leaning 

into humility, because God is NOW. 

  

Amen and Amen!   



  

 

 

 

 

 


