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I have to say that it continues to amaze me how a passage of Scripture, no matter how many 

times you’ve encountered it or how familiar you are with it, can still manage to surprise you.  It 

doesn’t seem to matter if you’ve looked at a passage once, or a hundred times, there will still be 

those moments of revelation in which you are suddenly struck by a new perspective, deeper 

understanding or fresh outlook on whatever you are reading.  Just last week, after worship, Walt 

Hadcock was asking me about a quote from John Robinson.  In a sermon delivered to the 

Pilgrims, just before they left the Netherlands to return to England and board the Mayflower for 

the new world, John Robinson proclaimed to the Pilgrims that ‘God hath yet more light and truth 

to break forth from His holy word.’  His point was that God continues to work through Scripture 

to reveal understanding to us, and I continue to be amazed by the fact that God’s revelatory 

power, through Scripture, simply never fades.  And, that was my experience this week. 

 

This sermon actually began to come together during the early service, last week, when today’s 

sermon hymn, ‘Micah 6:8,’ was chosen as one of the ‘We Worship as We Sing’ hymns of the 

morning.  Then, Monday morning, without a particular theme or topic driving this week’s 

message, I went to the lectionary to see the suggested passages for the week.  And, sure enough, 

the first passage listed was this passage from Micah.  Now, you have to understand that in nearly 

20 years of regular preaching, I have done at least twelve different sermons that revolved around 

this passage from Micah.  So, the confluence of those two events drew me back to preach on it 

again, but I wasn’t going in with an expectation of being surprised.  I’d walked this trail for 

writing sermons a dozen times before, I had a pretty good sense of what I was going to say – or 

so I thought.  But, then I read the passage, I heard those words of Micah in the last three verse of 

this section, and I was suddenly taken by a whole new foundation for these words that I’d never, 

myself, heard before. 

 

“‘With what shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high?’”  Micah writes.  

“‘Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  Will the Lord be pleased 

with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my 

transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’  He has told you, O mortal, what is 

good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
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humbly with your God?”  I’ve preached on this passage a dozen times, before, and in every case 

I have somehow or another revolved my message around the fact that God doesn’t want 

sacrifices, God wants us to love God, and to love one another.  And, that is a true and just 

rendering of this passage – God doesn’t want us to come with sacrifices of our stuff, with 

offerings of consecration, God wants us to live out our lives in faith.  That is, without question, 

the fundamental and clear ‘message’ that Micah is proclaiming here.  What I’ve never before 

gleaned from this passage, however, was the fact that it is a foundational reflection of an 

overarching Biblical theme – one that stems from as early as Micah and continues through the 

very teachings of Jesus – in which God’s people are being asked to change the very beneficiaries 

of their faithfulness. 

 

Now, stick with me here, because I assure you that I will try to bring all of this together in the 

end.  But, I was struck by this analogy of beneficiaries because our Health Committee is forming 

a program to start at the end of February in which a speaker is going to be brought in for a 3-

week class called, ‘Are Your Affairs in Order?’  You’re going to hear more about this in the 

weeks ahead, and I don’t want to spend time on those details today.  But, one of the major 

questions you ask, when you make such plans, is who/what the beneficiaries of your gifts will 

be.  Will it be your children, your grandchildren, a trust you’ve set up, a church, a charity you 

support…the list goes on and on – and the answer, of course, is often some sort of mix of these 

options.  But, nonetheless, one of the things you need to determine, in life, is who your 

beneficiaries are going to be – who it is that will actually receive and benefit from that which you 

are providing.  And, what I want to suggest is that Micah is one of the early reflections of God’s 

attempt to shift that very answer in the hearts and minds of his people. 

 

Think about the manner in which Micah begins this passage.  He starts, in the first five verses, by 

bringing into question the faithfulness of the Israelites.  God has a ‘controversy’ with his people, 

Micah proclaims.  And, that controversy is that God has done all of these wonderful things for 

the people – he brought them out of Egypt, delivered them from slavery, and sent them leaders 

like Moses, Aaron and Miriam – and they are not responding in kind.  Micah exhorts the people 

to remember the saving acts of God.  And, it’s at this point that Micah records the common 

response of the people.   

 

The people want to know what will please God.  If they aren’t living up to it today, what is it that 

the people need to do in order to bring glory to God for his gifts to them.  Should they come with 

burnt offerings?  Should they come with young calves?  Should they come with thousands of 

rams or a river full of anointing oils?  Should they be willing, much like Abraham holding the 

knife over the heart of his beloved son, to give up their very child for the sake of God’s praises?  

What are we to do?  They ask.  And, I think it is this very part of the passage that has simply 

never struck me before as it did this week. 

 

Indicted by their lack of faithfulness – called to the carpet that they are not giving God his due 

for his grace and mercy to them – Micah highlights that the very response of the people is to ask 

how much more they need to give to God, to offer to God, to sacrifice to God, in order to make 

God happy.  ‘Is our one ram not enough?’  ‘Do we need thousands?’  ‘Is our one jar of oil 

insufficient?’  ‘Do we need a river’s worth?’  Their immediate solution to the question of what 

they need to do is to start quantifying how much more they need to lay at God’s feet to make 
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God happy.  And, it is to this very mindset that Micah proclaims, ‘do justice, love kindness, and 

walk with God.’  In other words, as the people ask again and again how much stuff they need to 

bring, Micah responds by saying, ‘It doesn’t matter if it one ram or a million…it doesn’t matter 

if it is on drop of oil or an entire ocean’s worth…it doesn’t matter what you bring to lay at God’s 

feet because God doesn’t want you to lay it at his feet!  He wants you to lay it at the feet of one 

another!’ 

 

What really struck me, as I reflected on Micah’s words this week, is the fact that it is a 

foundational reflection of an overarching Biblical theme – one that stems from as early as Micah 

and continues through the very teachings of Jesus – in which God’s people are being asked to 

change the very beneficiaries of their faithfulness.  For so much of the religious landscape at the 

time of the earliest formation of the people of God, the heart of appeasing the god you were 

worshipping was through the practice of sacrifice; Livestock, harvest, riches, in some cases even 

people.  For the religious landscape of the time, you pleased a god by making a sacrifice or 

offering to that god.  What Micah reflects in this passage, however, is a central shift of the 

paradigm of faithfulness that pleasing God no longer has anything to do with what we place at 

the feet of God, and everything to do with what our love for God compels us to place at the feet 

of one another. 

 

Our familiar passage from Matthew, this teaching from Jesus that many of us have heard many 

times before, sums up this very same thing in one simple line.  After all of the talk about visiting 

in prison, clothing the naked, feeding the hungry and caring for the ill, the people proclaim that 

they never did these things for Jesus.  Jesus’ reply is so simple when he states the line many of us 

know so well, “just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you 

did it to me.’  Pleasing God has absolutely nothing to do with what we place at the feet of God, 

and everything to do with what our love for God compels us to place at the feet of one another. 

 

I don’t offer this, today, as some grand revelatory message that will change everything you know 

about God and faith.  But, I have to say that I never before really put thought and words to this 

overarching theme of the Scriptural story that revolves around God’s desire to get each and every 

one of us to change the very beneficiaries of our faithfulness.  We so often long to please God.  

We so often ask what we should offer for God in thanks and praise for his blessings, his grace 

and his love in our lives.  But, I think we sometimes miss out on this fundamental theme of 

Scripture that the answer to those questions is rarely found by looking up towards God, but is 

almost always found by looking right to those around us.  The elderly widower struggling with 

loneliness and sorrow, the young single mother barely getting by, the recovering addict who’s 

been cast aside and forgotten, the list goes on and on and on.  If we truly want to know how to 

praise God for his blessings, we do justice, we love kindness, and we live out our faith not by 

looking up to what we must place at the feet of God, but by looking around, and discerning what 

God’s love in our lives compels us to place at the feet of one another. 


