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Our first reading comes from the book of Deuteronomy.  God’s people have been following 
Moses and wandering in the desert.  But Moses’ leadership is about to end and God promises 
that there will be others who will lead and speak to them of God’s commands…listen for God’s 
Word in…     
 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;       
you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on 
the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or 
ever again see this great fire, I will die.”   17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what 
they have said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people;      I 
will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I 
command. 19Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name,             
I myself will hold accountable. 20But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods,       or 
who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—
that prophet shall die.” 
 
 
Our second reading this morning comes for the beginning of Mark’s Gospel. John the Baptist 
has called out to the people, “prepare the way of the Lord,”  Jesus has been baptized,  God’s 
spirit has descended like a dove and Jesus has been tested in the wilderness for forty days.  
Jesus now travels to the Galilee where he encounters and calls out to some fishermen to follow 
him and they respond, immediately dropping everything to follow him.   
 
It is a new day and this new ministry is beginning as we read our lesson for today.  Listen for 
God’s word in  
 
Mark chapter 1 verses 21-28…                                     
 
They [Jesus and these 4 disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath 
came, he entered the synagogue and taught.   22They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  
 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,                                
24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth?                                 
Have you come to destroy us?    I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”   
 
 
25But Jesus rebuked him, saying,    “Be silent, and come out of him!”  26And the 
unclean spirit,    convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.                                                                                                                  
27They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new 



teaching—with authority!       He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey 
him.” 2 8At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of 
Galilee. 
 
Speaking with Authority 
As I said, these are early days in Jesus’ ministry; he has begun to call others, Simon, Andrew, 
James, and John to travel with him doing God’s work.  We can already tell by the way these 
fishermen drop everything and immediately follow Jesus that there is something extraordinary 
about this man. The author of Mark’s Gospel makes it clear in our reading this morning that 
Jesus is a person with authority whose actions; teaching and healing give credence to this. 
 
Let’s set up and understand the scene in which this lesson takes place.  Jesus as he begins his 
work has gone like the many other faithful people to the synagogue, a place for worship and 
study.  This synagogue is in Capernaum, a well to do city along the Sea of Galilee.  It is the first 
place that we hear of Jesus and his growing band of disciples purposely going to together.                                                                                                    
And of course it is during this first stop along the way that a sense of authority is attributed to 
Jesus and his teachings.  
 
Picture this scene, Jesus is there with his disciples and with others that you would expect to be 
in the synagogue… the learned and those seeking to learn, the upright and respectable                                                      
gathering perhaps out of both reverence and habit. And they are “astounded at his teaching for 
he taught them as one having authority…”            
 
Then enter stage left another who is clearly in need of help, perhaps the kind of help only Jesus 
can give. And it is here that we hear an even stronger response that there is something new 
going on that speaks with authority. 
 
There are several times in Mark’s gospel that Jesus’ authority is highlighted by an exorcism of an 
“unclean spirit.” Now today some might question the idea of demon possession although     
this was certainly not a foreign concept in Jesus’ time.  An exorcist would do their work by 
calling on a higher power to extract the “unclean spirit.”  
 
Today we might explain this as a mental health concern that can receive help or healing through 
the medical profession.  But I believe what is important here, no matter how you might explain 
the “unclean spirit” that took over this man, is to recognize that a certain authority is given to 
Jesus because the unclean spirit responds directly to him.    
 
It is interesting in Mark’s gospel that while there is a proclamation of Jesus’ authority, we don’t 
actually hear what he said to them… which I believe is meant to emphasize that it was both 
Jesus’ teaching and actions that carried this authority.                                                                                                 
 
Because today is Super Bowl Sunday I feel like I have to give a football analogy.  Some of you 
may realize how odd this really is because you know I never watch the game.  Anyway… consider 
how we don’t actually hear the instructions a coach gives to the team but we see the result of his 
words in the actions of the players. Jesus’ powerful teaching is backed up with powerful actions 
that tell us at the beginning of his ministry who and what Jesus is about; teaching with 
authority, freedom from power that oppresses and healing of that which is broken. 
 
So what stands with authority   for you? We know that not all authority is necessarily good.                                                       
As we travel further along in the following weeks and months reading and hearing about Jesus’ 
life we will encounter clashes with authority, both in the religious and governmental structures 



of that time.  Certainly we have authority figures…people that we consider leaders in so many 
different venues. But frankly this doesn’t mean that we as individuals or as a group of people   
respond like mindedly to these authority figures, in fact I expect when we think about polarizing 
politics we may find that there are some people in authoritative positions that do not inspire or 
empower us. And this very break down happens in families and in the workplace and 
unfortunately even in our faith communities and denominations, either because of broken trust 
or perhaps mistaken expectations.  
 
And therefore we must realize that no type of authority is created in a vacuum, it happens in the 
midst of relationship, it happens through a growing sense of knowing what we and the people 
and world around us need, and… what this will require of us! Because the question before us 
today is what or who has authority over the way you live and grow.   
 
Is it life giving, healing, restorative and just? Is your faith and faithfulness affirmed    by what 
you choose to give power to in your life? 
 
…So again, what has authority for you? What or who empowers and inspires you? Is it your daily 
schedule, a doctor’s orders, a boss’s memo…or even the weather? I imagine this morning the                                                                                         
weather had strong influence and power over all of our actions, either digging out or hunkering 
down.  
 
This church is in a new time.  We have now accepted Karl’s retirement and thanked Karl and 
Dottie for their vital ministry here. We continue in prayerful and hopeful anticipation of another 
minister being called to join us at North Shore Congregational Church. Karl and Dottie were 
called to this place 32 years ago, I too have experienced God’s call here for whatever time that 
will be and God continues doing a good work through the Search and Call committee.   
 
Through education and experience pastors are prepared to serve.  You expect that we will speak 
with some authority because we are trained and devote time and heart to the study of God’s 
word. And yes we are expected to lead through teaching and actions because we feel called to 
shine light into what we see. But we are not the point and there is something we all need to 
remember when it comes to authority and the church.          
 
It isn’t Karl or me or a new minister that ultimately holds all the answers and in some way our 
ministry can only carry the authority of obedience that allows God to work through us. As one of                                                                                                 
the authors for Feasting on the Word wrote as preachers, “We do not desire simply to provide 
more information about this text.  We do not desire to add to all the other words ever uttered 
from pulpits, just because that’s what preachers do on Sunday mornings.     No we hope that our 
words infused with the power of the One who speaks through us and on whose behalf we speak   
will cause something to happen.” And that only becomes apparent and effective by how each of 
you answers God’s call on your heart. For ultimately you all need to know,  it is what you do                                                       
that matters,    how you grow and love, what  and who you give your lives over to. So never 
wonder if what you do makes a difference.      
 
I see God’s love active and growing in so many ways here by the things you do.  Do you know                    
that there is an email group here that offers words of inspiration each week?  I have been blessed 
many times by the way God works through these thoughts and words. You can be a part of this 
group simply receiving these emails or responding if you wish. Just let Laurie Shawger know or 
contact the office. The other day I was struggling to get out to see one of our older members who 
needed a visit that day and in popped two women of the church offering to go…right then!  God   



is good.  By the way…both our visitation and Communion to “shut ins” ministries need people to 
help.  Is that something you feel drawn to?  Please let us know!   
 
There are so many amazing and quiet ways that God is working through so many of you. There 
is a vital grief ministry that reaches out to members who have suffered a loss. Several of you 
quietly knit prayer shawls or write cards of hope and comfort.  Some of you come in to answer 
the phone in the office or put together the newsletter. There are people who cook or drive or 
serve meals to those in need from college students to families that find they can’t quite make it 
to the end of the month or to those that are homeless. And of course…there are so many more 
needs to be answered. Open your heart and expect God to cause something to happen. 
 
This is the way that God’s authority is being spoken through teaching and actions…because you 
listen and answer and give. So, strengthen your trust, strengthen your expectations.  Who and 
what is speaking with authority into your life and actions? Keep asking questions and seeking 
the answer to who is Jesus for you. What does it mean to follow him?   How is the church                                                                                       
acting as Christ in your life and in the world… and what does it require of you? 
 
As we come to the Lord’s table together today, these are the things to reflect on and celebrate.   
 
Come let’s share in hearing God speak to us today…Amen. 
Let’s stand and sing together hymn #492  God of All Love 
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