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This is the question that started this entire series.  We received an email with today’s question, 

and then in the following weeks we found ourselves in a number of other dialogs that addressed 

this whole topic of prayer.  That’s how we landed on this Lenten series to begin with.  What 

started it all, however, was someone who sent the question… “How much can I ask God to help?  

Like, ‘God, please help the Packers.’  I don’t think that’s an appropriate prayer.  Is it?”  That’s 

what got our minds going down this path.  In essence, the question that started our thoughts on 

the series was, if I can rephrase it a bit, ‘Is there such a thing as a prayer that is too small for 

God?’  And, I have to be honest – I chewed on that one for a while! 

 

There’s this old theo-philosophical question that gets asked in relation to the omnipotence – the 

all-powerfulness – of God, “Can God create a rock so heavy that God would not be able to lift 

it.”  It’s a theoretical catch-22 that is set up to wrestle with what it means to have an all-powerful 

God.  And, I’ll just let that question simmer for you.  But, I was reminded of that old question, 

this week, because it is almost as if we are asking, “Can we make a rock so tiny that God just 

wouldn’t care!’ 

 

I really struggled with this one for a while.  It’s a question I’ve toyed with, but the truth is that 

I’ve never tried to come up with an articulatable answer that could serve as the foundation of a 

sermon.  There was the one side of me that immediately agreed with the thoughts of the person 

who first approached us about it.  My mind, my heart, my faith, my theology – they were 

uniform in their response that praying for a win for the Packers leaves something to be desired.  I 

didn’t have much trouble with the notion of saying that I didn’t think that was probably the best 

content for prayer. 

 

But, I just couldn’t let it sit at that.  My heart wouldn’t let it rest there.  I have such a 

fundamental conviction in the unmatchable love of God for us – a love so great that he took on 

human form that we might know him, walked this earth that we might follow him, and climbed 

upon the cross that we might spend eternity with him – I have such a fundamental conviction in 

the unmatchable love of God for us that I simply couldn’t come to a point of saying that God 

doesn’t care about those little things.  I simply couldn’t say that we shouldn’t pray for a win for 
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the Packers because God doesn’t care – because I know in my heart of hearts that if we care, God 

cares.   

 

So, I really wrestled with this one for a while.  When we look at the prayer life of Jesus, we see 

him praying for the big things.  We see Jesus in the garden praying to be spared the cup of 

suffering.  We see Jesus praying in dismay on the cross – ‘My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me.’  But, we also see Jesus focus on the little things.  While we don’t necessarily hear 

it as a specific moment of prayer – consider that we see Jesus turn water into wine at a wedding.  

So, I struggled with this one.  On the one side, I had no doubt that, theologically and pastorally, 

there are things that are just too inconsequential, too unimportant, to be brought to God in prayer.  

At the same time, in the depths of my faith, I also had no doubt that, in light of the unmatchable 

love of God, if it matters to us, it matters to God!  So, I didn’t know exactly what to do with this 

one.   

 

“Can we build a rock so tiny that God simply wouldn’t care?”  “Is there such a thing as 

something too small for God?”  I really went back and forth on this for while and I kept asking 

myself that question again and again – and I kept asking it in that way.   

• “Is there such a thing as something too small for God?” 

• “Is there such a thing as something too inconsequential for God?” 

• “Is there such a thing as something too unimportant for God?” 

 

I kept asking the question, I kept exploring different Scriptures, I literally found myself praying 

over the question of prayer.  And then, finally, I realized that I was asking the wrong question. 

• “Is there such a thing as something too small for God?” – No! 

• “Is there such a thing as something too inconsequential for God?” – No! 

• “Is there such a thing as something too unimportant for God?” – No! 

 

My firm faith and unhindered conviction is that, in light of God’s unmatchable love for us, there 

is nothing that is too small for God.  If it matters to us, it matters to God.  But, that, right there, 

that’s the catch!  I was asking the wrong question.  I was asking whether or not there was 

anything too small, inconsequential or unimportant for God – and there isn’t!  If it matters to us, 

it matters to God.  What I wasn’t asking, however, is whether or not there is something too small, 

too inconsequential, or too unimportant, for us!  Can we build a rock so tiny that God just 

wouldn’t care?  No – if we build it, God cares!  But, what we need to be questioning is whether 

or not we should ever be building that tiny rock in the first place. 

 

That’s the message that I think rings loud and clear, repeatedly, throughout the second half of 

this sixth chapter of the Gospel According to Matthew. 

• “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth…For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also.” 

• “No one can serve two masters…You cannot serve God and wealth.” 

• Do not worry about your life…Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? 

• But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given you as well. 
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The question is not whether God cares enough about the packers for us to bring it to him in 

prayer, the question is whether or not the Packers should be so important to us that that’s the 

prayer we want to bring! 

 

Now, don’t eviscerate me – I’m as big a Packer fan as most in this room!  But, the more I 

wrestled with this question, the more I came to the firm conviction that there is no rock we could 

build so small that God wouldn’t care.  The more I wrestled with this sermon the more firmly I 

felt that, in light of the unmatchable love of God for us, if it matters to us, it matters to God.  

What I also came to discern, however, is that when it comes to prayer, it’s never a question of 

whether it is important enough to God, but instead, should be an examination of whether or not it 

should be that important to us!  There is no such thing as a prayer too small for God.  The 

question is whether or not the prayer might be too small for us! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


