
A†Ω NORTH SHORE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
7330 N. Santa Monica Boulevard • Fox Point, Wisconsin 53217 

(414) 352-6123 • Fax: (414) 352-8320 • www.northshorecongl.org 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 2016 

What is Love? 

Rev Julie Sheridan-Smith 

 

 

John 13:1-17, 33-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this 

world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the 

end.                                                     

2The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas    son of Simon Iscariot to betray him.     And 

during supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had 

come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a 

towel around himself.  5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.  

6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus 

answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  

8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 

have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 

and my head!”  

10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is 

entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.”  

11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”  

12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to 

them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are 

right, for that is what I am.                                

14So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s 

feet.  15For I have set you an example,  that you also should do as I have done to you. 16Very 

truly, I tell you,    servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the 

one who sent them.  

17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

[Then Jesus said], 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and 

as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a 

new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another.” 



What is Love? 

And so we must ask ourselves, what is love?   

Last Sunday we heard again those well - known words, “That God so loved the world…” and we 

remember that this is why God came to us in Jesus…for love’s sake.   

Jesus also says a bit later… when he repeats his Love Commandment that “No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

Marty reminded us of this on Palm Sunday… as the reality of the cross lay ahead, that Jesus 

chose to love us in this way. 

And tonight is Maundy Thursday.  The very meaning of the title for this evening comes from the 

word mandatum, or mandate or even more clear commandment. Tonight is the night that Jesus 

gives his new commandment, to love one another just as I have loved you… 

 

Have you ever asked yourself, why is this the “New Commandment”? God has been telling us 

this through time and history through the flow of our Holy Scripture that we call the Old and the 

New Testament.  Indeed the scriptures and policies of most religions and secular institutions 

have a “Golden Rule” to love each other.   

But in this Commandment of Jesus to love one another, there is something new.  There is a 

radical reciprocity if you will that is far beyond words, mandates, rules or suggestions. It is love 

in action, lived out in the flesh, just as God acted in a new way by coming to be with us in the 

flesh.   

Love is God with us…It’s not just something that is talked about or read… it’s not just words on 

paper, not just a story to be retold and spoken…but in fact a new commandment given and acted 

out -  actually lived out love   in action.   

A radical reciprocity… 

Jesus says tonight, love one another just as I have loved you, and I cannot help but think about 

the Lord’s Prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.  

A prayer that we pray together every time we gather in this way…and as we pray we ask God to 

forgive us just as – or like we forgive others… 

God, in Jesus   tonight commands us to love in the radical way that God loves us and the prayer 

teaches us that the forgiveness we receive is only limited by our ability to forgive, not by God’s 

desire or ability to forgive… that is love. 

“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

Tomorrow and the cross is yet to come, but on this night Jesus is still teaching us with his life.    

On this night we see love in action as Jesus bends to wash each of the disciples feet… the ones 

who trusted enough to leave everything behind and follow him, the ones who shared many meals   

and miles and prayers, the ones who saw healings and miracles and storms quieted.    



And also the one who plotted to betray Jesus and others who would in fear would deny even 

knowing him. 

It was Love in action when - even knowing that the Father had given ALL THINGS into his 

hands,  Jesus took those very hands and bent down in loving service and embraced the dirty 

scabby feet of the disciples and washed them. An act of deep humility, but also an act of such 

intimacy and connection that some did not understand…some were embarrassed by it. 

 

…and so this is a night for us to ask…what is love?   Because Jesus with his very life, in both 

living and dying showed us how God loves…and then gives us this new commandment to love 

one another. 

What does love like that look like for you? Is it spending time with someone you love who no 

longer knows who you are? 

Is it serving at a homeless shelter with a heart full of the knowledge that   the one you serve   is 

as loved and important to the world as you are? 

Is it loving someone even through those things that break your heart because your heart 

recognizes the hurt and brokenness in them? 

Is it loving even those who have wronged you… 

Or simply loving without a reason, just loving because everyone needs to be loved. 

There is so much hate in our world, so much fear, but tonight of all nights let’s ask ourselves 

why Jesus gave us this new commandment?  Let’s ask ourselves, what is love? 

Jesus’ loves, reaches out, touches, heals and serves…even the one who betrayed him, even the 

ones who desert and deny him, even the ones who brought him to death on the cross. 

Can you live this kind of love?  God thinks you can… because God said,“Love each other as I 

have loved you…” 

Amen 

 

 


