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As our time together darkens into night we will hear and experience the gospel and the story of 
Jesus’ final evening with both friends and betrayers through the readings following Communion 
and during the service of Tenebrae. But before this we will come together at Lord’s Table and the 
reading I share is one of the most often heard readings in the church.  Listen now for what Paul 
writes in 1st Corinthians chapter 11 verses 23-26. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, 
“This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the 
cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
Tonight is Maundy Thursday of Holy Week.  We are in the final hours of Jesus’ life and we 
gather to remember that final night with Jesus, the celebration that he and his disciples were 
gathered for.  The words,   actions,    and prayers that Jesus would offer them. The meal they 
would share. We are here to remember and re- enact the “New Commandment” and receive the 
“new covenant” that Jesus gives us all on this night that we remember as the “last supper” - The 
supper of our Lord. 
 
Remembering is vital to this meal tonight as it was vital to those gathered around the table with 
Jesus that night so long ago.  Remembering folds us in, weaving us into God’s story of 
deliverance, telling us again who God is.  It is a way of remembering that last supper and making 
it present amongst us now in a new way each time we gather and share Communion together. 
 
Jesus was with his friends that night celebrating the Passover, an ancient Biblical memory and 
event that is primary to how we understand who God is and what God offers us.  It tells us the 
story of God’s people held in bondage and terrible oppression.  It tells us that God hears the cry 
of the people and promises and provides a way out from under their life of deep hardship as 
slaves in Egypt. It is the story of the Exodus,     the story of God’s redeeming power that is read 
and remembered.    
 
The Passover continues to be celebrated each year by Jewish friends and neighbors all over the 
world.  The celebration takes place as a meal in which blessings involving both bread and cup 
are spoken - and the story told in a way meant to  insure that it is handed on from generation to 
generation. 
 
Why was Jesus celebrating this meal that final night?  Let’s remember that Jesus and his 
followers had come with a multitude of others to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem, the seat of 
God’s temple. Let us also remember that Jesus had by now stirred up opposition from the chief 
priests and scribes and plots against him were already in play.  And it is worth remembering that 



the very people who were in Jerusalem for this celebration were also living under the power of 
the Roman Empire.    
         
Into this cauldron Jesus comes, to celebrate the Passover again, a celebration and 
commemoration of how God intends and extends salvation and mercy, liberation from 
oppression and contempt. The city is teaming with people preparing for the sacrifice and 
offering, preparing for this special meal and celebration. 
 
We know the story of this “last supper.”  We remember that Jesus  in John’s Gospel “knew that 
his hour had come.” And as they gathered for this final meal Jesus took his disciples’ grimy, path 
laden feet into his hands and washed them, an act of humility and service expected only from 
the lowliest servant.   And when Peter protested that Jesus should not act as servant for him      
Jesus responds that serving each other    is the way they will continue to have a part of him.   
We read and remember that on this night, the night before he will die Jesus gives them all a new 
commandment, one so simple yet so very hard to live, “to love one another as I [Jesus] have 
loved you.”   To love one another, to serve others;  in this way Jesus is present and continues to 
be God with us.   
 
We remember from the authors of Matthew, Mark and Luke that Jesus leads and shares this 
ancient Passover meal, yet re interprets it in a new way.  It is in the blessing and breaking of 
bread that commemorates that God provides.   And it is the blessing of the cup which 
commemorates four distinct promises of God given in Exodus chapter 6,      that God will 
sanctify and deliver the people from bondage,     that God will redeem and restore the people.  
And Jesus as he gives these blessings says I am the provision and promises of God saying, “this 
is my body which is given for you…this cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my 
blood.” 
 
And so why do we celebrate this meal again and again?   
 
We take what was given in that last supper, we remember and make these words and actions of 
Jesus not only as a rehearsal of a past event but active and present with us now.   
We are filled by this meal with the knowledge that  to serve others is to have Jesus with us, we 
are challenged to love one another as Jesus has loved,  we are reminded that Jesus welcomes 
everyone, betrayer and betrayed, ones who have denied themselves of God presence and love.  
We hear and receive that through Jesus God IS delivering, redeeming and restoring God’s 
kingdom for all. 
 
I often wonder what people are thinking as they hear these Words of Institution every month.     
They are written by the Apostle Paul who like us was not present with Jesus at the table on that 
final night.  Yet he writes, “I received from the Lord what I now hand on to you…”  Jesus in some 
mysterious way is present in the eating and drinking, in the sharing of bread and cup.                                                                       
 
The kingdom of God is breaking through as we participate in this new and renewed covenant.  
And why do we “proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes” with joy?  Because we look back on 
the offering that Jesus makes, the willingness to be betrayed and die because of his great love 
and passion for us.  Yet our faith also proclaims the continued presence of God with us even as 
we look forward to the fulfillment of God’s kingdom here.      
 
 
 
 



 
So remember this night that all of this is done and given on the same night that Jesus was 
betrayed, remember and receive the redemption and reconciliation offered to all! 
And so now- before we go to the garden of prayer and betrayal with Jesus, let’s come to the table 
of blessing and promise.  Amen 
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