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I almost laugh when I picture that scene of these two disciples wandering down the road to 

Emmaus.  The two men are moping along, heads hung low in disappointment, in dismay, in 

disbelief.  With each step they take, and each word they share, they grow more and more 

despondent over the course of events they had witnessed in recent days.  As they recall the 

stories they shared with Jesus, as they consider all of the events of his arrest, his trial, and his 

crucifixion, they become increasingly saddened by the entire course of events.   

 

Suddenly, in the midst of their distress, this stranger arrives, and begins to walk with them.  The 

nonchalant manner in which the conversation is engaged is comical.  “Hey, how have you 

been?”  He says.  “What have you been up to?  What are you guys talking about?”  Now, 

remember, they have no clue who this man is, but they seem to sense that he must know them.  

“Are you nuts?”  They reply.  “Don’t you know about everything that has happened?”  They go 

on to tell Jesus the story of everything that he, of course, knows better than anyone.  All the 

while, he walks along, playing the fool, listening to every word they share.  They come near the 

village and invite Jesus to stay, and he does.  He sits to eat with them, gives the blessing, breaks 

the bread, their eyes are opened, they finally recognize him, and he disappears.  “Wasn’t that like 

a fire burning in us when he talked to us on the road and explained the Scriptures to us?”  

Finally, after all this time and conversation, they manage to realize who he was, and what that 

meant for their lives. 

  

Now, fast forward nearly two thousand years to today.  Easter has passed, the season is over, the 

celebration has ended, and things are finally getting back to normal.  There is this sense of 

completion, of ending, that we get when we pass Easter.  Even the Church calendar tends to 

reflect that approach to the season after Easter.  As some of you may or may not be aware – the 

Christian Church general follows what is called the ‘liturgical calendar.’  That is the calendar 

that establishes the order and dates that carry us through the Christian story each year.  It is the 

calendar that starts with Advent, carries us through Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, etc…  But 

now, as Easter has passed, we make our way towards Pentecost and then into that wonderfully 

titled section of the Church year (that runs from May to October):  “Ordinary Time.”  So, you 
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see, even the Church calendar, laid out by the founders of Christian tradition, reflects this same 

notion that the story is now done, and things go back to normal – ordinary.   

  

And, when you think about it, that’s precisely what those two men were beginning to do.  

Moping along, walking in sadness and discontent, those two men were returning to Emmaus for 

that very purpose, to get back to normal.  They were walking along because, in the end, things 

didn’t pan out as they had hoped with this prophet.  Consider the way they share the story with 

Jesus.   

“The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 

they crucified him; 21but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 

redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22In 

addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this 

morning 23but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a 

vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24Then some of our companions went to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.”   

You see, these two men are headed home to get back to life as usual because they fully believe 

that the story has come to an end. 

  

Do you remember that prediction that Jesus gave to his disciples (three times, in fact)?  This is 

from the tenth chapter of Mark:   

“‘Listen,’  he told them, ‘we are going up to Jerusalem where the Son of Man will 

be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law.  They will 

condemn him to death and then hand him over to the Gentiles, who will make fun 

of him, spit on him, whip him, and kill him; but three days later he will rise to 

life.’” 

  

This is a promise that goes all the way back to the prophets of the Old Testament.  In the words 

of Isaiah that some of you heard on Good Friday, the prophet speaks of the servant who will be 

rejected and despised.  The servant who will be beaten and punished.  The servant who will 

suffer and die.  Why?  This is what Isaiah tells us: 

“The Lord says, ‘It was my will that he should suffer; his death was a sacrifice to 

bring forgiveness…My devoted servant, with whom I am well pleased, will bear 

the punishment of many and for his sake I will forgive them.” 

  

For centuries it was prophesied, in the Jewish faith, that the Messiah would be rejected, 

ridiculed, and spat on.  For generations of faithful Israelites, it was said that the Messiah would 

be killed.  And that’s exactly what has happened. 

  

So, do you see what’s going on for these two men?  These two followers of Jesus are walking 

down the road to Emmaus and they are miserable.  They are distraught.  But, they are saddened 

because, in the end, they were so close.  Everything was happening as it had been predicted.  All 

of the prophets, and even Christ’s words, were coming true, and they were so accurate right up to 

that point of death.  And, even then they had that glimpse of hope, in the words of those women, 

that he really had risen on the third day, and that all of those promises had been fulfilled.  But, 

the men had returned to the cave, and while the body was gone, there was no living Jesus.   
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They were so close, but as they walk down the road to Emmaus, they are saddened by their belief 

that the last part, that pivotal part, his rise on the third day, didn’t happen.  So, for these two men, 

as they walk to Emmaus, the story is over.  For them, at least in that moment, the notion of 

‘ordinary time’ fits.  Yes, for these two men, it would be appropriate to simply get back to life as 

usual.  Because, for these two men, the promise that was the ending, the promise that came in the 

prophesied resurrection, didn’t exist.  There was nothing to do, for them, but get back to normal. 

  

But (as they learned in that fateful meal), the story doesn’t end there – for them or for us.  In that 

moment Jesus sits with them at a meal, he blesses the bread, he breaks it, and their eyes are 

opened.  They recognize him, and you can only imagine the joy.  In that single moment they 

realized that it did come true.  Everything they had hoped and prayed for, everything that the 

prophets, that Isaiah, that Jesus himself, had promised, had become not a promise, but a reality.  

And suddenly, with this one realization for these two men, the story had not, in fact, ended, but 

had only just begun. 

 

And, what happens?  Luke tells us that… 

“33They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven 

and those with them, assembled together 34and saying, "It is true! The Lord has 

risen and has appeared to Simon." 35Then the two told what had happened on the 

way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread.”   

 

What happened?  They turned around.  They went back to Jerusalem.  They left life as usual 

behind, they departed from their notion of getting back to normal and hurried back to their 

companions to embrace the ministry that would now begin in light of the risen Christ.  What 

happened?  When they realized that Jesus was, in fact, risen, they also realized that life as normal 

simply would not do – and that their new life with Christ had only just begun. 

  

So, I want to encourage you, today, to ask yourself those same questions.   

 As you pass Easter this year, will this be the end of the story?   

 Will this return you to the norm, to ordinary time?   

 After the rush and energy of Holy Week will you go back to life as usual?  

 Will you allow this to be only the beginning?   

 As Jesus speaks to you in your heart, as Jesus reaches out to you, are you going to 

recognize the voice?   

 As Jesus walks beside you and shares your stories, are you going to embrace the 

compassion?   

 Or, as Jesus shows you the way, as he guides your every day, are you going to act like 

those men on the road to Emmaus, so convinced that the story is over that you can’t even 

recognize the risen Christ as he shares your journey and implores you to be the one to 

carry his story even further?  

 

Last week I cited the phrase, “He died for my someday, but lives for my today.”  Another similar 

saying comes from a song called “My Savior God” in which the musician, Aaron Shust, makes a 

wonderful theological statement in which he claims that Jesus died to be his savior but lives to be 

his king.  It’s one thing to embrace our Lord as our savior, but it’s another to note that the story 

didn’t end with that, that he did rise, and that he rose to be our king.  It’s easy to go back to 
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ordinary time when we come to the close of Easter.  But, if we let him open our eyes as he did 

for those men that day, if we let ourselves see he is indeed risen, we may finally discover that, in 

fact, this new time should be anything but ordinary.  We may discover that, in fact, his story, and 

ours in him, has only just begun. 

 


