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As we approach the lesson we will read today Jesus is now heading toward Jerusalem and more 

and more followers are gathering around him and promising to follow him and Jesus has 

responded with challenging statements about what this means. And now hear God’s word as we 

continue hearing the Gospel from 

Luke Chapter 10 verses 1 through 11 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 

town and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.   
3Go on your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse,   

no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to 

this house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person;    

but if not, it will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they 

provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.   
8Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you;  9cure the 

sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But 

whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘Even 

the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: 

the kingdom of God has come near.’ 

 

Sending and Receiving 

Our life here at church has been filled with celebrations lately, special events…or ceremonies 

that involve all of us as we engage in worship together to celebrate things such as Communion,    

Baptisms, 14 young people Confirming their faith as well as joining the church. And we will 

celebrate next week with the people who participated in the new member inquiry sessions and 

have decided to also join the church.                                                                                                                             

We have had Peter and Faith Ndungu here speaking to you about the Happy Life Children’s 

Home mission they founded and we have honored and celebrated those that give of themselves 

through teaching in our Sunday school…And today we Commission our mission team for their 

week at Hosanna in Pennsylvania.   

Whew, it must seem as if our Sundays together are whirlwinds of activities. Yet we are also a 

place of worship and prayer, a place of peace and hospitality and a time in our week that we set 



aside to renew and be restored in the sharing of God’s Word. It is a time we look forward to… a 

bit of respite from the world in the beauty of this sanctuary and the music and prayers we share. 

All of these things are part of the work, or business and blessing of the church.   

So, this morning we read that the continuing mission of Jesus is not for the select few that have 

perhaps received all the right education, like going to seminary.  Nor is it for a select group of 

people, like those first disciples, that had been around the longest, who have sat closest to him.  

What we find here is a model for mission for everyone.                                                                 

In a very basic framework we understand from this lesson that we are to GO, share the good 

news, but also we are to share the work with others - to be in a relationship of trust that will hold 

the other up when they are not strong, and allow ourselves to be helped when we have need.      

And in this model for mission we realize that not everyone wants to receive what we have to 

offer.                                              

We also learn that we are not bring a lot of stuff along. That there is plenty to do, so don’t forget 

to pray and trust that needs will be met. You don’t need to go with a particular agenda,                           

but do go with intention. Because, if this is where Jesus intends to go, as the first verse says, then 

you can expect to meet God there in some way.                                           

We learn that we are to go with an attitude of peace and hospitality but also receive the 

hospitality of those who receive you, be glad for what they offer and know that it is all you need.    

After all, it is not our work or our agenda that we offer but God’s as we proclaim that God’s 

kingdom is near, through healing, and blessing, and caring for and in peace.   

Is that what you heard when the Gospel was read?   

It seems pretty simple really, but we all know at times it is not.   

Can we adhere to what Jesus said when he told those he sent to go and carry no purse, no bag, no 

sandals…?  Well I recall, a couple years ago when I went on the work trip to Hosanna.  We 

gathered in the church parking lot to load up the vans, pray together and head out. As people 

arrived we tucked their bags of belongings into the back of a 15 person van (including about a 

ton of cookies that Pat Jipson baked). But some of us had to laugh when one of the teenage girls 

coming on the trip arrived in the parking lot wheeling over a huge suitcase...I don’t even think 

you could call it a suitcase, it was more like a trunk!                                                                                        

We do like to be ready for all kinds of weather and circumstance.   

But I will tell you this group, under David Schimpf’s leadership, does head out each year not 

knowing what work they will do until they get there… and they go open to the hospitality and 

provisions that Hosanna offers including a training day - even if they have been there before or 

feel they already know what they are doing.  And I think that is something we all receive when 

we go out to do God’s work and share God’s love, we always learn more than we expected     

and receive more than we have given. When we trust God, when we open ourselves to offer 

ourselves, unimagined and wonderful things can happen. 

In the concrete, when you allow yourself to “GO” as Jesus said, you may find yourself doing 

labor you didn’t expect to do and learning skills and making friends you didn’t know you 

needed. The year all three of my children went, they had high hopes that they were going to build 



a house, but what was needed that year was for the new community center to be bricked.                             

So they, learned a lot about mortar and bricks and hauling them up scaffolding in the rain,     

working with a team of people who came from a church in Ohio, and friendships were formed 

that lasted even after they parted.   

As this lesson continues in Luke’s gospel we would have read that “the seventy returned with 

joy” and this is certainly the case when we hear the stories each year when the team returns from 

Hosanna. It is the same joy and enthusiasm I hear from the Confirmation students when they 

have been St. Ben’s or cheers from the children when their bake sale for Happy Life made way 

more than they expected. 

And while we celebrate the Hosanna Mission team today, we also remember that partnering in 

God’s mission is not only going for a specific time for a specific work. It is praying for those that 

go and for those that receive them, it is staying home and caring for everyday things… such as 

healing a broken relationship, spending time with someone who is sick or grieving or those that 

feel alone.  It is making lunches for the homeless or it is pots of soup made ready for whenever it 

is needed. It is these acts that seem both large and small that must continue and grow in joy, for 

as Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” 

There is a poem that is attributed to St Teresa of Avila who lived during the 1500’s in Spain. She 

lived and forwarded the contemplative life of prayer as a mystic, a reformer and a writer. I share 

this poem with you now as we consider the things that we commit to, be it prayer, teaching,   

making meals for others, worshipping together, knitting prayer shawls, sitting on boards,                                 

weeding the garden, offering music, raising children, working careers and odd jobs…or sending 

others or going out ourselves as we do today.  These things that make up our life as individuals 

and our life as people of the church.  

This poem, I believe, speaks toward the purpose of all these things, the reason we act, in 

whatever way we do on those things that draw on our hearts and passions. 

So, listen to this poem by Teresa of Avila: 

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

                                                                                                                                                                   

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet. Yours are the eyes,                                                                             

you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours. 

While this poem seems to speak as if to an individual, I think of the way that Jesus sent out the 

“70” in pairs or teams. As author David Lose said, “We are stronger when we stay together     

and our welfare is inextricably linked to that of each other.”    

When we go on mission together we are the body of Christ, when we pray together we are the 

body of Christ, when we take Communion together we are the body of Christ…so let us go - in 

whatever way we do - and return with joy for as the Apostle Paul wrote to the Galatian church      



words that still ring true today saying, “So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we 

will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.” 

So let us pray together and be sent out, but let us also come together at the table of our Lord and 

be nourished and restored.  Amen  

 


