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“For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God!”  I have to be honest – I’ve never spent much time 

with this concept.  One of the most fascinating things, to me, about Biblical theology, is that it 

doesn’t seem to matter how many times you’ve read things, how long you’ve been in ministry, or 

how many sermons you have written – you still encounter those moments in which words you’ve 

heard and read a hundred times before stand out in a new way.  And, that’s exactly what 

happened to me this week. 

 

When Maribeth provided me with her selection for today, I wasn’t all that familiar with this 

song, so I played it a few times on YouTube to hear it and come to know it a little better.  And, 

every time, I was struck as the lead singer’s face would appear on the screen and out would pop 

those opening words, ‘He is jealous for me.’  I’ve simply never spent much time on the concept 

of God as a jealous God. 

 

It seems so counter-intuitive in so many ways.  To have God portrayed as a jealous God.  To put 

such a vain human emotion into the persona and nature of the divine was a bit of a struggle for 

me.  Why would God be jealous?  Why would God want for anything?  Why would God be 

longing for anything?  It just doesn’t fit the nature of God to imagine God to be lacking anything.  

This is God we’re talking about.  This is the God who created everything we know.  This is the 

God who raised floods, guided peoples and saved humanity through the grace of His son.  This is 

the omniscient and omnipotent God who is the source of all life and being.  How, in any realm of 

the imagination, could that God be wanting for anything? 

 

The answer, of course, is that God is not wanting for, longing for, or lacking, any THING!  The 

answer, is that all too often, God is wanting for, longing for, and lacking ME!  ‘He is jealous for 

ME!’ 

 

It was just last week, when a number of us attended the Lakeshore Chinooks game in Mequon, 

that I found myself in the midst of a conversation in which we were recalling the movies Evan 

Almighty and Bruce Almighty.  The conversation started with a dialog about the launching of 
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this replica of the Noah’s Ark in Kentucky and recalling the movie Evan Almighty, which (for 

those of you who may not have seen it) told the comedic contemporary story of a man called by 

God to build an ark.  But, the movie that proceeded Evan Almighty was the movie Bruce 

Almighty – another comedy that showed the story of a man who was given the powers of God. 

 

There’s this key scene in that movie, however, that has always stuck with me.  Well into this 

movie in which the man (portrayed by Jim Carrey) is trying to deal with this concept of having 

all the power and responsibility of God, he is caught up in the one rule he was given – he is not 

allowed to affect free will.  He can make storms come, lottery winnings abound, traffic problems 

clear, and so much more.  But, he can’t seem to reconcile with his girlfriend who had left him.  

All of this leads to a moment in which Bruce is conversing with the ‘real’ God (portrayed by 

Morgan Freeman) and Bruce cries out, ‘How am I supposed to make someone love me without 

effecting their free will.’  It is the revelatory moment of the movie in which we are given a 

striking lens into the profound nature of God’s relationship with us.  

 

God is not wanting for, longing for, or lacking, any THING!  All too often, God is wanting for, 

longing for, and lacking ME!  ‘He is jealous for ME!’ 

 

I was drawn, in my consideration of all of this throughout this week, to the interplay between this 

notion of God being jealous at the outset of the Ten Commandments and the command against 

coveting that brackets the conclusion of the Ten Commandments.  On the one end God is 

jealous, but on the other, we are told that we should not covet.  I think we tend to overlap the 

meanings of those words, a bit, but I think their role as counterparts in the Commandments 

serves to underscore exactly what God is saying here in self-proclaiming his jealousy.  And, as I 

dug into that particular linguistic interplay, I came across a wonderful distinction between these 

two words that I think speaks volumes to what all this means for us.  “Envy (or covetousness) is 

the emotion when you want a possession someone else has.”  It said.  “Jealousy is the emotion 

when you fear you may be replaced in the affection of someone you love or desire.” 

 

Now, I don’t often use word definitions in sermons, but that one really jumped out to me.  

“Jealousy is the emotion when you fear you may be replaced in the affection of someone you 

love or desire.”  That’s what we’re talking about here.  In the Divine context we might want to 

change some of the verbiage, but this is the notion of God being jealous.  It’s not that God is 

wanting for any THING.  It is that God, who through divine self-limitation has committed to not 

impose upon our free will, consistently faces the possibility that that he will be replaced in our 

affections by someone or something else. 

 

“No one can serve two masters.”  Jesus says.  “Either you will hate the one and love the other, or 

you will be devoted to the one and despise the other.”  (Matthew 6:24a).  Just imagine, for a 

second, the number of masters we try to serve in this world.  Money, power, politics, status, 

vanity, control, comfort, achievement, reward, notoriety, ease, pleasure…I could stand up here 

for hours listing the masters that we seek to serve day and day again, and all at the expense of 

our commitment to the one whose grace, love, and mercy we embraced with Hadley, at this font, 

some 20 minutes ago.  God is not wanting for, longing for, or lacking, any THING!  All too 

often, God is wanting for, longing for, and lacking ME!  ‘He is jealous for ME!’ 
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You know, in light of Maribeth’s selection of a contemporary Christian song for today, I want to 

close with lyrics from another that I seem particularly fitting for these thoughts this morning.  

I’m not going to share the entire song, but this is a portion of the lyrics to the song ‘Rhythm’ by 

the band, Mercy Me. 

 

Even though the world doesn’t know each other 

We walk in the same direction 

Like those lemmings that march off a cliff into the 

Ocean for no apparent reason and no objection 

 

You know that direction, I call it the direction of Me 

My goals, my stuff, how do I get first place, and could 

Somebody up there cut me a break so I can win the Lottery 

 

Then all of a sudden somebody shows up who's totally set apart from the rest. 

Well he’s heading in the other direction for one and 

There's a peace in His eyes and a rhythm to His step. 

 

It's as if he has found the answer to life, and come to 

Find out the answer's not me, myself or I.  I think I'm sticking with that guy. 

 

Something else that’s bugging me 

How can I have just one heart that beats for so many 

Things at the same time continually? 

 

It just doesn't make sense. I mean technically I've 

Only got one heartbeat in there 

But I dance with so many things, do so many jigs you'd 

Think I was Fred Astaire 

 

I'm no rocket scientist, but it seems that every time 

You give a piece of your heart away 

It cannot be healthy? Nor can it be as strong as well 

Let's say when the whole heart is beating as one for one thing 

One rhythm in unison 

Now that my friends is good advice for anyone. 

 

“I, the Lord Your God, and a jealous God.”  It may seem a bit odd to talk about God as a jealous 

God, to some.  But, I think it is imperative that we remember that God is not wanting for, 

longing for, or lacking, any THING!  All too often, what God is wanting for, what God is 

longing for, and what God is lacking, is ME!  ‘He is jealous for ME!’  And, the only one who 

can change that…Is ME!! 


