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Matthew 25:  

 

 
Our first reading is from Paul’s letter to the people of Thessalonica- written only about 20 years 

after Jesus’ death and resurrection…written to people waiting for his return.  We will hear from 

chapter 5 verse 1-11. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 

escape!  4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you 

are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then 

let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep    

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us 

be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For 

God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with 

him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

Matthew 25: 14-30 

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the 

one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, 

you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, 

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put 

you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made 

two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 



been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 

your master.’  

24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that 

you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is 

yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 

where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my 

money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own   with 

interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all 

those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

Productive Servants 

Well…That’s unsettling isn’t it? 

In case you do not know, Marty and I are working through several parables for this summer 

series, for three weeks we looked at the parable known as The Good Samaritan, each of us 

addressing it from a different character in the parable’s point of view. Last week Marty 

introduced the parable you just heard taking on the point of view of the third slave, the one who 

hid the treasure he had been given, burying it in the ground. 

Now I have to confess to all of you here, that when we chose this parable as part of the summer 

series, there was a part of me that said, “ugh” as it is not one of my favorites, it is… unsettling.  

And I could feel the inner whiny child in me, cross my arms, close my eyes and want to say 

“no!” 

But then again there are times I go to scripture expecting to be unsettled, or listening  and 

unexpectedly finding myself uneasy or even stirred up when it pricks at my heart in a new way. 

And that is the beauty of God’s word… that it can speak to us in so many different ways. 

Do you remember Dr. Seuss’ book Green Eggs and Ham when the main character complains 

insistently, “I do not like green eggs and ham, I do not like them Sam I am” followed by a long 

litany of how many ways he did not like them.  But you might also remember at the very end of 

the story, he does try those green eggs and ham, and finds he likes them. Scripture can be like 

this.           

This particular parable is one of a series told at a particular time in Jesus’ life. Jesus has entered 

Jerusalem, greeted by cheers, and waving palms, and shouts of Hosanna ringing through the 

crowd…but in a very few days he will come before the crowd again - to be tried and taken to the 

cross.                                                                                                                                                                       

In a variety of ways, during this final week of his life, he has been warning his disciples that he 

will not always be with them in the same way, to be watchful for his return.                                   

It is an in between time, a time of hope, but also a time of confusion and fear. And in a nutshell, 

it is an in between time that both of our readings today speak of with caution and warning, and 

also with words of encouragement for how they are to live.   



We live in layers of “in between” times… We love the cadence and beauty of summer in 

Wisconsin; the lake, heading up north, the festivals, music in the park, summer homes and 

schedules that seem freer for travel. But even by the middle of July I was hearing a combination 

of excitement and anxiety of anticipation, as if summer is over and the busy-ness of fall already 

upon us. 

We live in an in between time in so many ways. Times filled with more questions than answers. 

We have questions about health care and the environment, the economy and borders, education,  

weather, what’s happening in our churches, our health or a loved one’s, will the parking lot get 

finished, what should I make for dinner?? 

This parable is like that as well, it raises so many questions: Who is the unnamed man going on a 

journey?  What does he mean to do by leaving, five or two or one talent behind?  What is a talent 

anyway?  And why is there such a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde personality change in the master’s 

response to the three slaves? 

What is so wrong with that third slave?  He doesn’t seem like such a bad guy…maybe cautious,   

keeping things safe and sound, maintaining a status quo and returning a balanced budget…some 

of us might see that as wise behavior, right?  And what does he get for his honesty and caution?  

A smackdown! Told he is worthless…thrown into outer darkness!   

I am glad that in the scheme of things for our planning calendar, Marty talked about him last 

week so I don’t really have to. But of course, I cannot completely leave him behind because he 

stands as a foil to the behavior of the other two slaves. 

So, let’s unwrap a few of these questions. Most theologians point to the man leaving on a 

journey as Jesus, telling his disciples of his pending death. And what about those talents? You 

should know that a single talent, in those days, was worth more than 15 years wages for the 

average worker. Therefore, the man in the parable seems to be the image of generosity in terms 

of what he offers them.  We can see in this an image that reflects abundance, trust, the means for 

a life to be lived well. 

And those slaves, well I think they are supposed to be us, don’t you? Somehow the man, or 

master, entrusts them with this abundance. And yet, you may have noticed, none of the three are 

given step by step instructions on what they are to do with what they are given.  

We do not know if it was two weeks or a years that the master is gone, for all we are told is that 

he returns “after a long time” -  but oh how differently the three behave upon his return. The first 

two approach excited, ready to greet their master, no fear or worry.  And they come together with 

praise and promise and joy.   

But the third slave behaves as if the master is a harsh and dishonest taskmaster.  Someone who is 

not to be trusted, but rather feared. He seemed to expect to be judged harshly and I couldn’t help 

but wonder why was his way of thinking about the master so different. 

You may have noticed the Call to Meditation I put at the top of the bulletin which says, “For 

some God is patient and long-suffering, while for others God is impatient and dour. These 

pictures shape not just how we think about God but how we actually experience so many events 

in our day-to-day life that we connect – often unconsciously – to God and our life of faith.” 



The first two slaves in our parable seem to trust and experience a gracious and generous God. 

They act as if they know this master trusts them too, and so they are willing to step out and risk 

what they are given. 

Yes, we do live in “in between” times.  So many things about our future we do not know, or have 

defined and clear answers to.  But during these times, are we to live in fear of judgement or with 

grace and generosity? 

It is true, the end of this parable sounds harsh and full of a kind of judgement none of us want to 

experience. I do believe, we are accountable to God and each other and the lives we live 

together.   

But I also know that God, through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection says again and again, no 

one is worthless.  And it is not God’s desire that anyone live in outer darkness - for we are 

already “children of light.”  And part of the extravagant “talents” or gifts that we have been 

given – is the invitation to join God in God’s work.  For I guarantee if it tugs at your heart, God 

is there inviting you in.  So live,  investing in God’s grace like those first two slaves. 

It may be as simple as risking a little more time than you think you have to give with a co- 

worker, neighbor or relative. Or it may be a leap of faith that takes you to places or people 

outside your comfort zone.   

As Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, 

as indeed you are doing. 

Amen 


