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There are a lot of things in this story of Jesus’ encounter with the Samarian woman at the well 

that can be very meaningful.   

 We could look at the manner in which Jesus is reaching out to someone whom the Jews 

labeled as untouchable.   

 We might examine the notion of ‘living water’ and what it would mean to never thirst 

again.   

 We might consider the references in the story to this spring of water gushing to eternal 

life.   

 

But, as I read this story, while I am taken by all of the things that Jesus was offering to this 

woman (acceptance, faith, salvation and more), what really stands out to me is the woman’s 

response to that offer.  As Jesus reaches out to her and offers her new life, her immediate 

response is, ‘Why would you talk to me?’  Then, when he offers her the living water, she 

questions, ‘Who do you think you are?  Are you greater than Jacob?’  You see, beyond all of 

those other pieces we could explore, what we have here is the story of this Samarian woman 

staring into the eyes of Jesus with no clue who he is.   

 

That’s a story we see replayed a few times throughout Scripture. 

 On that resurrection morning, Mary turns away from the empty tomb to look Jesus dead 

in the eyes, only to assume he is the gardener. 

 Thomas encounters the risen Christ, but refuses to believe unless he can touch the 

wounds of Jesus’ crucifixion. 

 Those travelers on the road Emmaus walk alongside him all day, speaking of the events 

that had unfolded, but fail to realize who he is. 

 

Repeatedly throughout Scripture we hear the stories of Jesus encountering someone who doesn’t 

recognize him or doesn’t realize who he is.  And in this case, in the encounter with the Samarian 

woman, Jesus replies, ‘If you only knew who I am…If you only realized what I have to offer 

you…If you’d only ask for what I can give…your life would never be the same.’  Thousands of 
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years later, for we who are Christians of the 21st Century, I think that story still echoes.  And, 

that’s where our passage from Revelation comes in. 

 

There are few metaphors out there that are more popular than that of the ‘door.’  There is a very 

clean and clear-cut symbolism of a door.  A door can be shut.  A door can be opened.  A door 

can be locked or a door can be unlocked.  There is a knock, there’s a ring, there’s a welcome, 

there’s a slam.  Sometimes it’s jammed, sometimes it will even crush your finger.  There are all 

kinds of things that we do with this metaphor of the door, and we use it all the time.   

 In our careers we talk about getting our foot in the door.   

 When we are trying to make decisions we are very careful not to close any doors until 

we’ve chosen another.   

 When a new opportunity comes in front of us, when there is something that we get to do 

that we’ve not done before, we celebrate the new door that has opened.   

We use the metaphor all of the time.  And, as we see here in Revelation, Jesus used it too.  But, 

what I want to suggest is that Jesus used it to say so much more. 

 

One of the most common uses is in the concept of ‘open door policies.’  We encounter them all 

the time.  At various places and points in our lives, we come across all different kinds of 

definitions and degrees of these policies.  Some of you (especially those of you in the education 

realm) hold them yourself, you have the times that your door is open.  As some of you have 

noted, I have one here.  You can’t always predict when I am here because of the in and out 

nature of my responsibilities, but, if I’m in the office, unless there is a reason it can’t be, my door 

is figuratively and literally open to anyone and everyone that might want to come in.  That’s 

nature and essence of an open door policy.   

 

What I would argue, however, is that our passage from Revelation this morning is, for all intents 

and purposes, the statement of Christ’s open door policy.  Revelation is the book of revelation of 

Jesus to John.  That’s the book where we get the seven lamp stands, and John has this big picture 

of the man in a white flowing robe, with long hair, and the spirit of Jesus begins to speak.  And, 

in this revelation, Jesus gives to John seven messages for seven Churches.  This morning you 

heard the messages to the last two:  the message to Philadelphia and the message to Laodicea.  

And, in those two messages you get two different uses of that same metaphor of the door. 

  

Philadelphia is living in good faith.  They are following the rules, they are professing their faith, 

they are doing what Jesus had commanded.  So, they get this message of promise:  “This is the 

message from the one who is holy and true.  He has the key that belonged to David, and when he 

opens a door, no one can close it, and when he closes it, no one can open it…you have followed 

my teaching and have been faithful to me.  I have opened a door in front of you which no one 

can close.”   

  

But, Laodicea is a little further from the path.  They haven’t quite managed to follow through on 

all of those things that Christ had commanded, so they get a different message of promise:  

“Listen!  I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 

into his house and eat with him, and he will eat with me.  To those who win victory I will give 

the right to sit beside me on my throne.”   
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In his Gospel, Luke reminds us of what Jesus said.   

“Suppose one of you should go to a friend’s house at midnight and say to him, ‘friend, let 

me borrow three loaves of bread.  A friend of mine who is on a trip has just come to my 

house, and I don’ have any food for him!’  And suppose your friend should answer from 

inside, ‘Don’t bother me!  The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed.  I 

can’t get up and give you anything.’  Well, then what?  I tell you that even if he will not 

get up and give you the bread because you are his friend, yet he will get up and give you 

everything you need because you are not ashamed to keep on asking.  And so I say to 

you:  Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock, and the door will be 

opened to you.  For everyone who asks will receive, and he who seeks will find, and the 

door will be opened to anyone who knocks.” 

 

We tend to isolate those words from Luke.  ‘Seek and ye shall find, ask and it will be given, 

knock and the door will be opened to you.’  We tend to take those words in a little capsule, and 

use them.  But, we can’t forget that the context in which this was spoken is imperative to what it 

means.  The disciples come to Jesus with a request:  “Lord, teach us to pray.”  And then Jesus 

starts into this passage.  The disciples say, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  And Jesus says, ‘ask and 

you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door will be opened to you.’   

 

This isn’t a blank check on which we can write any of our hearts desires.  We can’t write ‘big 

house, new car, good friends, and perfect health’ and say ‘here God, I want that!’  But, it is a 

word on how we come to God.   

 It is a word that assures us that if we seek God, we will find him.   

 It’s a word that assures us that if we ask for God, we will receive him.   

 It’s a word that assures us that if we knock on Christ’s door, he will let us in.   

 It is a word that assures us that we don’t have to knock because the door is already open.   

 It’s a word that assures us, even more than that, that if we don’t knock, and we don’t 

respond when Christ does, Jesus is not too proud to keep on knocking and trying to get us 

to let him in.   

 It is a word that assures that, no matter what or when or where, the presence of Christ is 

there for the asking.  But, that’s the key – the presence of Christ is there for the ASKING. 

 

The one thing that all open door policies have in common is that we have to go through them.  

The door can be as open as we want, but if we don’t go through, it simply makes no difference.  

 

We have the blessing in our lives of the Philadelphian church.  We have the blessing that Christ’s 

door is open to us.  We have the blessing in our lives, of the Laodicean church.  We have the 

blessing of the knowledge that, regardless of what we’ve done, Christ is standing at our door and 

knocking – doing all that he can to get us to let him in.  No matter where we are in our lives, 

Christ’s door is open.  No matter who we are, and what we’ve done, Christ will stand on our own 

front step and knock.  And, in the end, we know that Christ has opened his door in a way that no 

one can ever shut it.  But, we have to let him in! 

 

Thousands of years later, the story of the encounter with the Samarian woman echoes.   

 Thousands of years later we too often fail to recognize the depth of who he is, and more 

so, the extent of what he can offer to our lives.   
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 Thousands of years later we get caught up in addictions, failing relationships, 

overwhelming jobs, family difficulties, health crises, grief, money problems, depression, 

etc…, etc…, etc… and we decide that we can dig ourselves out through the power of our 

own strength.  All the while, Christ is standing there knocking, saying to us, ‘if you only 

knew what I could do for you, if you would only realize what I can offer, if you would 

only ask for it, I am here!’ 

 Thousands of years later, our foolish human pride still stands in the way.  But still, 

shamelessly and unabashedly, Jesus stands there knocking, waiting for us to let him in.  

 

Two weeks ago I stood up here and I sought to remind all of us of our need to trust in God in our 

times of trial and unrest.  Then, last week, we explored the history of God’s faithfulness to 

absurd and unbelievable promises as we were reminded why we can trust in God in those very 

times.  But, none of that will ever happen – God’s promised presence can never truly envelop 

and uplift our lives to its fullest extent – until we realize who it is that stands before us, step aside 

from our own need to control our destinies and lift ourselves up by our bootstraps, and open the 

door to let Him in.   

 


