
Page #1 

      

 

FROM THE PULPIT 
 North Shore Congregational Church

 
“My Statement of FAITH” 

Rev. Dr. Martin W. Hall – Preaching 

Genesis 22: 1-19; Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-22 
September 27, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the things that sometimes happens in the process of an installation, in our tradition, is an 

extensive presentation of what is called a statement of faith – a delineated list of beliefs in regard 

to God, Jesus, the Spirt, the Church and so much more.  This would normally happen during 

what is known as a Vicinage Council, which is something I don’t want to take the time to explain 

today, and is something that our leadership appropriately felt was not necessary, for a number of 

reasons, for today.  Without that Vicinage, however, I have found myself thinking a lot about the 

fact that I would not be presenting that statement, and I kept going back and forth as I wrestled 

with how I felt about not providing the congregation with the chance to hear that statement of 

faith.  The more I considered it, however, the more my mind kept returning to a conversation I 

had as a teen. 

 

I was fifteen, attending the National Association of Pilgrim Fellowship youth conference, when 

one of the counselors sat with me to talk about faith.  “Tell me about your faith,” he said.  I 

immediately launched into a litany of sophomoric proclamations attributable to a precocious, 

philosophically minded, fifteen year-old.  I aptly explained my views on God, inter-faith 

relations, salvation, heaven, and more.  I probably went on for ten minutes describing every 

detail of my astute theological perspective.  Patiently and admirably, he listened attentively to 

every word as I pontificated about my theological beliefs.  Then, however, when I concluded my 

monologue, he came back again.  “Ok,” he said, “now that you have told me about your beliefs, 
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tell me about your faith.”  The more I have considered the absence of my ‘statement of faith’ in 

today’s events, the more I have remembered the lesson that counselor taught me that day. 

 

Let me share, with you, a fairly common statement of belief known as the Nicene Creed:   

“We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and invisible; 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father 

before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, 

not made, being of one substance with the Father by whom all things were made; 

who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate 

by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also 

for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose 

again according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 

hand of the Father.  And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and 

the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And we believe one holy catholic and 

apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins.  And we 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.” 

 

Now – a brief lesson in Church history (and, I promise, I will keep it brief!).  In the year 325 a 

group of bishops from around the known Christian World gathered to discuss what is known as 

the Arian controversy.  The Arian sect, within the Christian faith, was composed of a group of 

individuals who followed the teachings of Arius – teachings that claimed that Jesus was a being, 

perhaps a being of a high order (such as a high-ranking angelic figure), but that Jesus was a 

created entity, not God.  Effectually, they claimed that Jesus was not God made human, but was 

an angelic being in human form. 

 

As this new set of teachings started to spread, certain Church leaders took issue with them, 

calling them blasphemous, and called a group of bishops together for what is known as the 

Council of Nicea.  It was in this Council, the first of seven to take place over the following 

couple of centuries, that they established the Nicene Creed, which I just read.  And, upon its 

creation, it was understood that this Nicene Creed was to be the fundamental statement of faith 

for all Christians.  From everything I’ve seen, heard, or read, it appears that this is likely the first 

identifiable moment in which Christian faith became equated with doctrine – an equating that has 

only grown in the centuries since. 

 

Now, we’ll have chances to dig more into the nature of these ecumenical councils in the years 

ahead, but my point in all of this is that somewhere along the line, and it seems to have started as 

early as the year 325, we turned faith into a commodity.  Faith has become, in the Church, 

something that is held in the creeds and confessions of the body that can then be bestowed upon 

those who are willing to accept the dictates included in the particular creed or confession at hand.  

The end result, then, is that once we are willing to accept and articulate the proper doctrine, we 
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have received faith, we have arrived at the point of belief, and our journeys are complete.  I 

would suggest that this is a far more pervasive understanding of what it means to be a Christian 

than some might imagine.  But, I would also argue that it is an utter perversion of what it means 

to have faith in God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s turn back to the letter to the Hebrews. 

 4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended 

as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, 

even though he is dead.  

 5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not 

be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended 

as one who pleased God.  

 7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 

his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 

that comes by faith. 

 23By faith Moses' parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw 

he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king's edict.  

 24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's 

daughter. 25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy 

the pleasures of sin for a short time. 27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; 

he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.  

 29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea[d] as on dry land; but when the 

Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.  

 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven 

days. 

 32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, 

Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 
34quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness 

was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 
35Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused 

to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36Some faced jeers and 

flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 37They were stoned[f]; they 

were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 

and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them.  

 

As the letter to the Hebrews reflects upon the faithful individuals throughout the history of God’s 

people, as it proclaims the faith that they held, we have to note that it had nothing to do with 

doctrine, nothing to do with confession and nothing to do with creed.  When we heard the story 

of Abraham holding the knife over his son, over the child he’d never thought he’d have and who 

was granted only by the grace of God, the sacrifice is not ended because Abraham proclaimed a 

creedal recall to express his faith in God.  No, Isaac was spared by Abraham’s dramatic act of 

trust in God.  That’s faith!  And, that’s what this portion of the letter to the Hebrews is trying to 

point out. 

 Noah did not form a creed – he built an ark. 

 Moses did not create a confession – he led a people out of oppression. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/#fen-NIV-30186d
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/#fen-NIV-30194f
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 The people of Israel did not ascribe to a statement of belief – they followed the guide 

God had provided in Moses. 

 

At some point along the way, having faith in God became the same as holding to heart some 

prescribed set of truths about God.  But that, my friends, is not faith.  “Faith is being sure of what 

we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”  Faith is trusting in God enough to put your life 

and will at God’s feet, allowing God to pilot your life, and allowing your beliefs to be molded 

and shaped as you grow ever closer to the one who demands you heart, your mind, your life, 

your all. 

 

You see, what it comes down to is that our statements of belief are simply that, a statement of 

belief at the time that statement is made.  If we are true to God, however, if we are truly 

embracing faith – they are not a statement of faith because our faith is not stated in doctrine, our 

faith is not reflected in confessions and our faith is not articulated in creeds.  Our faith is 

expressed in the lives that we live, the people that we are, and the trust that we place in the love 

of God, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

 

If anyone ever wants to talk to me about my beliefs – I’m always happy to have those 

conversations, and I am forever willing to explore those questions of doctrine together.  And, 

over the course of time, those beliefs will be reflected in the words and thoughts that I share from 

this pulpit week after week – but, from the very beginning, I want to be clear that I never want 

those words to be mistaken for my faith.  Because, it is not in words, in doctrines, in confessions, 

or in creeds, that I will share my faith.  It is over the course of every minute I spend with you – 

throughout this new partnership that we celebrate in today’s installation – it is throughout every 

discussion we have, every meal we eat, every meeting we attend, every worship we share, and 

every ministry we pursue, that I will give you my statement of faith.  Because, for all that a list 

of beliefs may tell us about how someone thinks, my statement of faith is not, and never will be, 

a systematic presentation of beliefs – my statement of faith is me.  And, whether you realize or 

not, your statement of faith is you! 

 
 


