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 Genesis 1: 26-27 

  

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”27So 

God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them. 

____________________________________________________ 

  

We enter the Gospel of Matthew with mounting tension while crowds and hosannas are raised as 

Jesus enters Jerusalem, but also tables are turned over in the temple and Jesus challenges 

political and religious leadership.  Listen now in --- 

  

Matthew 22:15-22 

  
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him [Jesus] in what he said.  16So they sent their 

disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and 

teach the way of God   in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not 

regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the 

emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.”  And they brought him a denarius. 20Then 

he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.”  Then 

he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor   the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went 

away. 

  
  

In God’s Image 

  

God speaks through scripture as a living word, and it is possible that each time you hear it   a 



particular, yet different aspect or verse may tease at your mind and heart. Some of you may have 

heard this morning the possibility for a rant about taxes, some may have heard a statement 

highlighting a division between oppressive governments, ruling classes and those without power. 

We could certainly hear a stewardship sermon reminder that all we have originates in God so 

therefore… 

  

The week before last, I was putting together a lesson about this gospel for the 6th and 7th grade 

class. Meanwhile that same week I was also preparing to begin a new series on Genesis for the 

Thursday morning Bible study, with that beautiful creation story in chapter one ringing in my 

ears. “So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 

female he created them.” 

  

And as I read again   this gospel lesson in Matthew,  the pivot point that rose up was the 

challenge Jesus levels to those listening, and that I hear as the question of the day, whose image 

or likeness is imprinted on you? 

  

My mother in law has a wonderful shelf of photo albums in which she has recorded, with 

pictures and notations, events such as international trips she and her husband took with a barber 

shop group that they were involved with. Singing engagements in Romania, Australia, and 

England. And there is a photo album of a trip she went on after Tom’s father passed away, when 

she took our son Max to Greece, again with the barbershop group, but this time it is Max as a 7th 

grader who is featured in many pictures running the Olympian track, Athens, the Parthenon,  and 

Santorini to name a few.   

  

And thank goodness, she made photo albums of each of our children as the project of making 

baby books for our children decreased with each child.  Truth be told, our photos of Margaret,   

our youngest as a baby and toddler, are still in an unorganized  
  

 

   

  

box in a closet.   

  

I remember thinking when my children were little - it’s ok if I find time to make photo albums 

later because of course I won’t forget these every day, important events such as the first step, the 

first tooth, the classic spaghetti eating mess, the triumph of toilet training, kicking up leaves in 

the back yard on a beautiful fall day. Each child is so unique, of course I will remember who did 

what, when.  And I think, for the most part, I do.  But there is a blurring of time, and the images 

too get blurred and blended with so many memories. 

  

The same I think can be true about ourselves, remembering and living, as if we bear the image of 

God!  Our vision gets blurry, we forget who we are. 

  

Our lesson this morning feels as if it could in some ways be written today. Discord and confusion 

among the people and leadership, lines drawn between groups within groups. Plotting, tricky 

questions,  looking to incite scandal, hoping to get someone to say the wrong thing.  



       

The Herodians, followers of Herod and the Pharisees, teachers and keepers of the law, were two 

of several sects or parties within Judaism at that time; two groups that aligned themselves to 

different leaders with different aspirations. But here, these two groups who did not see eye to 

eye,  come together to confront Jesus, speaking of his sincerity and impartiality  yet by the very 

questions they bring, ask him to “take a side” with an attitude of  “go ahead Jesus, pick the 

wrong one.”  But we should remember, these two groups as they approached him were conflicted 

within themselves, struggling to identify with different power structures of the time. 

  

And by calling them hypocrites Jesus does not reject them, but rather says, you people who have 

come to test me are pretending to be something you are not.  
  

When Jesus asks to see the coin that would be used to pay the particular tax honoring and 

supporting the Emperor, he turns the table on their question back to them asking, whose head,  or 

better translated whose likeness is imprinted on this coin? And with his response he issues an 

invitation, reminding them of who they are,  reminding them that they belong to God and that 

they are imprinted with God’s image  -  with the freedom to give of themselves as a reflection of 

this likeness,   as ones made in God’s image.   

  

Created in God’s image- what does that look like? As one author wrote, “we are made in God’s 

own image and likeness and are therefore called to live in a way that others may detect the 

family resemblance.” Each of us carry the likeness of God in unique and distinct ways, which is 

part of our call and part of our challenge, to realize that image within ourselves and to see and 

encourage that in others. 

  

So how do we live that out? Do we parse it out, allocating a certain amount of our resources, be 

that the time, money, commitment or energy that we have to spare?  It is not our bank account or 

possessions that give us, or others the bottom line on who we are and what we are worth.  

                                                                     

Will living in the likeness of God need to fit into our calendars or checkbooks - assigned a 

certain percentage that we believe we can afford?  Or do we know that every aspect of who we 

are, every aspect of how we live reflects something of our understanding of God’s love,  God’s 

mercy and forgiveness, God’s abundance and generosity, God’s righteous anger and profound 

acts of compassion.   Can we imagine this reflected in us?  

  

Jesus is not trying to trip up his questioners nor offer a breakdown on a spreadsheet with 

columns to clarify what it means to “give therefore to the emperor the things that are the 

emperor’s, to God the things that are God’s.” This isn’t a judgement call promoting a program or 

offering guidelines that say if we give 10 percent of our resources or 20 percent of our time we 

can balance the scales with God, get it right and will therefore able to accomplish a  
  

checklist that God has for us.  

     

What does God’s image look like?  So many things speak to this, but Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection offers us an example of God’s unshakable loyalty to us, and forms for us the idea of 

God’s image   living in the flesh.  

  



Our very identity is tied to this knowledge, that we are God’s and this gives us purpose and 

meaning, this shapes our behavior.                                                            

Each of us carry the likeness of God in unique and distinct ways. We will give of our resources 

in different ways, we will follow different political parties, we will have different opinions on the 

best way to achieve a particular goal. And we are and should be challenged by this, we should 

struggle and pray, “not my will but yours Lord.”  

  

But, if we believe we are created in God’s likeness, if we will live in the way of Jesus, then we 

will also look and see the image of God in the strangest places. In the odorous homeless person 

we move away from, in the annoying neighbor whose yard signs or Facebook posts claim a 

different alliance than our own.  We will see God’s image in the loved one who is ill or dying 

and we cannot change this for them. We will see God’s image in our own mirrors - a reflection 

that is not always as we would wish. God’s image is imprinted on all.  

  

And because we seek carry this image, we will abide together and love each other, and we will 

give to God the things that are God’s, ourselves -  and in return, God will form us again and 

again in the likeness of hope rather than despair, mold us in an image of courage and welcome to 

strangers, or strange situations, rather than fear …reflecting mercy, forgiveness and healing    

because we know and trust God. 

  

I am sure many of you remember a quote from Benjamin Franklin that says something like, 

“there are only two things certain in this life: death and taxes.”  But I know that God’s presence 

in and through us, and God’s everlasting love and life given for us is more certain than anything 

else. I pray this is so  

for you. 

  

I wish to close this time with a page from a devotional, that some of you have already heard. I 

was given this by a woman grieving a deep and difficult loss. She asked me to read it out loud so 

she could hear it as if God was speaking to her.  I offer to you as individuals but also a 

community created in God’s image. Imagine God is speaking to you… 

  

You are My beloved child. Out of My own self have I created you. My life is your life; My 

breath is your breath; My Spirit is your spirit. There is nothing to fear, for I am with you, mighty 

in the midst of you.    

I am the life that heals you. I am the love that lifts your heart and sets you free. I am the wisdom 

of your mind. I am the light of your path. I am the peace of your soul.  

I am with you, dear child, through every hour of the day and the night, standing with you, 

upholding you, supporting you, revealing Myself to you and through you. 

I am the love that will not let you go. I seek you out when you do not know how to reach Me. I 

speak in your heart to comfort you. I am the life of your body, and My life is perfect and eternal. 

Trust Me. I am your health. 

I am with you in all the experiences of your life. I am the power in you to understand; I am the 

power in you to forgive; I am the power in you to become. 

Beloved, I am with you. Live in Me. Rejoice in Me. You are My beloved child. 

  

I pray this is so for you-        Amen.   
  


