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There’s a story of a preacher who was getting his congregation revved up for the annual 

stewardship sermon that he was going to deliver.  He was excited about what was going on in the 

church – he was confident that there were wonderful things on the horizon for that congregation 

– and he was ready to get the congregation motivated for what was happening as well.  So, he 

started in. 

 

“Right now our congregation knows how to crawl,” he said, “but soon, soon we will learn how to 

stand up and walk.”  Suddenly, a voice cried out from the back of the sanctuary, “Let it walk, 

Pastor, you let it walk.”  The Preacher was going now – he had them on the hook – so he dug in.  

“And once we learn to walk,” he said, “once we learn to walk we’re gonna learn to run.”  “You 

let it run Pastor, you let it run.”  “And, once we learn to run, we gonna learn to fly.  And, boy are 

we gonna fly.  We’re gonna soar with the angels and fly to heights of the heavens.”  The 

cheering and energy grew more and more as the Pastor and congregation, alike, became 

enthralled in the spirit of the moment, “That’s right, Pastor, you let it fly, you let it fly.”  “But,” 

the preacher said, “if we’re gonna fly, it’s going to take money.  If we’re going to soar with the 

angels it’s going to take deep giving from each and every one of us in this church.”  Suddenly, a 

hush came over the crowd, and the silence in the room was palpable, and this single voice 

echoed from the back of the sanctuary, “You let it walk Pastor – you let it walk!” 

 

Ok – so here’s the ‘duh’ statement of the day – no one likes to talk about money in the church.  

While church budgets and finances are all realities of which we are fully aware, no one really 

likes to talk about it.  And, there is no question that if you want to kill a church, all you have to 

do is start focusing on fundraising for the church budget all the time, and you’ll achieve that goal 

in a hurry.  So, for the vast majority of you who fall into that camp of cringing as soon as money 

starts becoming a topic of the pulpit – here’s the good news – I’m one of you, so you can relax. 

 

I can tell you, without hesitation, that you will rarely hear a sermon about money.  And, when 

you do, it will be about its place in and reflection of our priorities, or our responsibility to help 

others, or other faith concepts that are sometimes reflected in modern-day financial realities.  
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But, I can assure that I will not stand up here and fundraise from the pulpit.  There will be times 

now and then in which members may give presentations (as we will see in a few weeks), but you 

don’t ever have to worry about finance and fundraising overtaking this pulpit.  I will, however, 

unabashedly, unapologetically and willingly speak to the question of stewardship.  Because that, 

my friends, is an entirely different topic that far too often becomes synonymous with funding the 

budget.  But it is, in truth, so much more than that. 

 

The simple reality is that it is our annual giving that supports the ministries and programs of the 

church.  There’s no getting around that, and trying to somehow shade that reality is silly – it is 

what it is.  But, at the same, that’s not stewardship.  Stewardship shouldn’t be, and cannot be, a 

question of meeting our portion of the budgetary expenses, paying our ‘dues’ to the church or 

giving to the ministries of the church as some form of ‘payment’ for the services we receive.  As 

much as we may be aware that our giving is what sponsors and supports the programs and 

ministries of the church, we need to be ten times more aware of the fact that, 1) stewardship is 

not a question of finance alone and, 2) vital and healthy stewardship is never driven by budgets 

and revenue statements but, instead, is unequivocally motivated and inspired by our desire to 

respond to the grace and love of God shown to us in Jesus Christ – no more, and no less. 

 

Today is the start of a three-week sermon series on the topic of stewardship that leads us up to, 

and through, our Consecration Sunday celebration on November 22.  Next week, Julie will talk 

about Stewardship as purpose – the concept that God has given us gifts for a reason, and 

stewardship is our use of those things for those purposes.  Then, on Consecration Sunday, I will 

lead our reflection on Stewardship as Faith – the fundamental conviction that doing our part 

allows God to magnify the power of our efforts in remarkable ways.  But, today, before we get to 

any of the rest of it, we have to start with Stewardship as Response – because as much as we may 

have a tendency to equate stewardship with fundraising – the truth is that vital and healthy 

stewardship is never driven by budgets and revenue statements but, instead, is unequivocally 

motivated and inspired by our desire to respond to the grace and love of God shown to us in 

Jesus Christ – no more, and no less. 

 

I want you to consider the flow of the two stories we heard from Matthew’s gospel this morning.  

In the first, the healing of the paralytic, Jesus proclaims forgiveness of sins for a man, and then 

follows up with the healing of that man by proclaiming, ‘Stand up, and walk.’  Then, as this man 

gets up to walk, we’re told that, ‘when the crowds saw it, they were filled with awe, and they 

glorified God.’   

 

While it was the healed men themselves, and not the crowd, in the other story, the pattern is the 

same.  Jesus meets these two men who are blind, asks if they believe he can heal them, and then 

does.  And, in their case, he actually specifically instructs them to tell no one – to make sure no 

one knows of what he has done for them.  What do they do?  “They went away and spread the 

news about him throughout that district.” 

 

That’s what we’re hearing about in that passage from Ephesians.  That we had our death, our 

burdens, in our human frailties and sinfulness.  But, that God, in his great mercy, has forgiven us 

and brought us to new life in Jesus Christ.  That we are no longer dead through the vices of this 
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world but alive through the love of God – that this is the gift of God, not gained by our merits or 

earning – and that the new lives we live are for good works which God has prepared us to do. 

 

In other words – when we note the grace, love, healing, mercy, kindness, strength, courage, 

peace, comfort, wisdom, guidance, inspiration and boundless compassion of God shown to us in 

Jesus Christ, there is a response – one we cannot deny nor neglect – that needs to define who we 

are, what we do, and how we live these resurrected lives that God has given us.  And that 

response, my friends, that’s stewardship.  Simply stated, how will we live in light of the grace 

and gifts we have received from God? 

 

It has to be some 15-20 years ago, now, that the movie ‘Saving Private Ryan’ was released.  

Some of you may have seen it and recall, others may not, but it was a movie with one profound 

moment that has etched itself into the core of my own personal faith life ever since.  The plot of 

the movie surrounds the search for Private Ryan during the Second World War.  Private Ryan 

was a paratrooper whose brother had been killed in the war, and the team (led by a character 

played by Tom Hanks) was sent to retrieve Private Ryan and bring him safely home to his family 

(I have been told, at least, that this was a policy during the war – to send home siblings when 

another was killed in the war). 

 

In the process of seeking to retrieve Private Ryan, of course, this team encounters numerous 

challenges and a number of the members of the team are, themselves, killed.  Near the end of the 

movie, with the team on the verge of successfully extracting Private Ryan, the team leader (Tom 

Hanks) is injured and in his dying breaths he looks up at Private Ryan and says, simply, ‘Earn 

this!’ 

 

I’m sure there are other equally as powerful representations of the Christian condition out there, 

but that’s high on the list for me.  Here is this man who didn’t do anything to deserve his rescue, 

who didn’t even have to ask for his rescue, who has seen another die for the purpose of his 

rescue, who is now faced with the profound question of how he will live up to gift he has been 

given – how he will earn that which he has already received.  That, I suggest, is the root of all 

stewardship – stewardship as response.  Because, we are Private Ryan.  We are the ones who 

didn’t do anything to deserve our rescue…we are the ones who didn’t even have to ask for our 

rescue…we are the ones who know of one who died for our rescue…so, yes, we are now the 

ones facing that profound question of how we will live up to the gift we have been given – how 

we will earn that which we have already received. 

 

That, I suggest, is the question of stewardship.  With our time, with our talents, with our 

energies, with our gifts, with our knowledge, with every blessing God has bestowed upon us –

whether fiscal, professional, practical or spiritual – how will we respond to the unmatchable gift 

we have already received in Christ Jesus?  It really is a question that is no less important, and yet 

no more complicated, than that. 

 

  

 


