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They say that patience is a virtue – but I’m not sure it’s one we nurture all that well in 21st 

century American culture.  We live in a culture that seems to be increasingly impatient with 

every day – we just don’t wait for anything anymore.  If we want to read a book, we press a 

button on our e-reader and get it now.  If we want to watch a movie, we launch the app or device 

and we watch it now.  If we order something online and they can’t get it here for a week, we go 

somewhere else that will have it here tomorrow.  And, that’s just the beginning.  Did you know 

that a Domino’s Pizza franchise in New Zealand was the first ever to deliver a pizza by drone 

just a month ago?  It seems that every day we have to wait less and less for anything.  So, I’m not 

sure our 21st century lives of immediate satisfaction allow us to have much of any concept of 

what that really would have been like for the shepherds that night, or for the people of Israel as a 

whole. 

 

I think we tend to look at the events with shepherds and we almost imbue this sense of 

anticipation upon them.  We have this mindset as though the Jewish people, and the shepherds in 

particular for this portion of the story, were anxiously expecting the birth of the Messiah.  But, I 

think we fool ourselves if we don’t realize that most of the expectancy of the situation had really 

run dry by now!  The prophets spoke of the promise of the Messiah more than 700 years before 

the birth of Jesus!  Think about that!  They had been waiting over 700 years! 

 

So, we have to understand that these people weren’t checking off the calendar and counting the 

days until the Messiah was to be born.  These men weren’t dropping to their knees in prayer 

every night with a side-eye open to Heaven because they thought they might catch a glimpse of 

the Messiah on his way in.  These were people who knew the promises, but who had absolutely 

no expectation that it would actually happen in their lives! 

 

You see, the point I’m trying to drive at here is that I think the shepherds didn’t have nearly the 

level of joyful expectancy that we so often infer from the story.  Now, they got there, and they 

got there quickly.  But, they didn’t start there, and without that chorus of angels, they would have 

returned home that night with every expectation that the Messiah was a reality they would never 
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know in their lives.  And, what I want to suggest, is that 2,000 years later, we run a very similar 

risk. 

 

There’s a difference for us, because we’re not awaiting a Messiah that was promised 700 years 

ago.  But, there’s a great similarity in that we are talking about a Messiah that came 2,000 years 

ago, and a story we’ve heard over and over since birth.  Thus, while we may not run the risk of 

going home and thinking the promises were never fulfilled, I think the old and familiar nature of 

this story does cause us to run the risk of going home and thinking that the coming of the 

Messiah doesn’t really matter to me, today.   

 

So, I may not be a multitude (although I do have the angelic choir).  But, for the moment, allow 

me to be the one to remind you that born to you in this child (not to them back then, not to others 

here now, but to you)… 

 Born to you in this child is the one who came to bring freedom to the oppressed and 

healing to the ill. 

 Born to you in this child is the one who came to bring sight to the blind and words to the 

mute. 

 Born to you in this child is the one who comes strengthen our weakness, comfort our 

pain, breathe hope into our grief, and bring joy into our sorrow. 

 Born to you in this child is the one who came to minister, to heal, to teach, to lead, to 

suffer, to die, to rise and then to ascend to the right hand of God that he might do all of 

that, every day, for each and every one of his beloved children. 

 

So, in the mindset of the song the choir sang for us a little while ago, ask yourself, ‘Could this be 

the day?  Could this be the moment?’  Could this be the day that the birth of Jesus is real in your 

life?  Could this be the moment in which Immanuel is ready and there to be a part of what you 

are experiencing in your life today?  Because, the answer is yes, it is!  Today, this day, Jesus is 

there to comfort, support, encourage, guide, hold, keep, love, empower, strengthen, and in a 

thousand other ways be a part of your life, this life, your needs, here, today!  So, could this be the 

day?  All I can say is that, if you let it, there is no ‘could’ about it.  He is born – so yes, it will! 

 

   

 

 

 


