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“A Few Thoughts On…..” 

“I am!”  These two words carry so much profound meaning in 
Scripture.  Little do we understand, sometimes, how much.  
As Moses was engaged by God upon the sighting of that 
burning bush, and as God placed the call upon Moses to lead 
the Israelites from Egyptian oppression, Moses clamored for 
one thing – a name!  ‘Who are you, God?’  He would ask.  
‘By what name should I call you?’  God’s answer, of course, 
was as simple as it was profound.  ‘I am.’  In response to 
Moses’ deep desire to know the name of God, God’s response 
was clear, ‘You don’t need to know my name, you need to 
know that I am!’ 
 
Generations later, Jesus picked up on the very same theme of 
‘I am.’  Throughout the Gospel of John we hear the words and 
teachings of Jesus in which he sought to give the people a 
sense of who he was, and what he was about, by following 
those powerful ‘I am’ words with a series of metaphors.  “I 
am the Light of the World.”  “I am the Good Shepherd.”  “I 
am the True Vine.”  The list goes on of those images that 
Jesus used, throughout John’s gospel, to give his followers a 
deeper understanding of his presence and purpose in their 
lives – and in ours.  So, this Lent, some 2,000 years later, we 
are going to spend some time digging into what those 
proclamations say to us. 
 
Over the course of the Lenten season, this year, we will be 
exploring these ‘I am’ statements of Jesus.  Each Sunday, 
during worship, we will reflect on one of these themes of self-
identification that Jesus declares.  Then, the following 
Wednesday, we will dig deeper into that same theme during 
our soup and discussion gatherings at 6:00pm.  This will be a 
wonderful opportunity for each of us to dig more deeply into 
the presence of Jesus in our lives, and the purpose and 
meaning he longs to play in our every day.   
 

Who is ‘I Am?’ 

 



 
 
 

-Marty 

Intergenerational 
Mission Opportunity 

  
Save the date for the 2016 
Hosanna Mission Trip in 
Western Pennsylvania: 
Saturday, June 18 - 
Friday, June 24. 
  
This is a cross-
generational week of 
work, fellowship, spiritual 
growth, and building 
God’s Kingdom! Ages 12 
and older, all levels of 
fitness, and all levels 
expertise are needed. If 
you are interested in being 
a member of the Meal 
Team or serving on the 
Mission Team please 
contact David Schimpf at 
262-242-8709 ASAP.  We 
have a March deadline to 
reserve our spots! 
  
  

I pray that you will all consider participating in these 
events over the course of Lent.  Starting with our Ash 
Wednesday service on February 10, and continuing with 
our Sunday services and Lenten gatherings through March 
16, this will be a wonderful opportunity for fellowship 
and growth for all who attend, and I truly look forward to 
sharing this journey with each of you. 

 
Who is ‘I Am?’ cont….. 

I hope to see you there! 

Lent Begins on February 10th with our 
Ash Wednesday service at 7 PM in the 
Sanctuary.   
 
Our Wednesday night “Soup and 
Table Talk” hour will be held in 
Friendship lounge beginning February 
17th through March 16th from 6 – 7 pm.  
Sit down, family style, to a delicious 
bowl of soup by 
our “Soupers” at 
6 pm. Each week 
Revs. Marty and 

Julie will introduce one of Jesus’ “I 
am” sayings followed by discussion 
around the table.  Each Wednesday 
will have its own topic so come when 
you can.  At 6:55 we will close with a 
simple hymn and prayer.   
 
All ages welcome and the crib and crawler will be staffed 
upon request! Please contact Rev. Julie if you need childcare. 



 

EDUCATION AND FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES 

 
This month our bag lunches are being 
made for Repairers of the Breach 
during the “30 Hour Famine” youth 
event on February 6th.  Mark your 
calendar to come to the church kitchen 
to help next month, on Sunday, March 
6th!  Thank you for sharing your time! 

Tuesday Morning Book Group 
The Tuesday Morning Book Group meets in 
Friendship lounge from 10 – 11 am.  We 
continue reading and talking Between the 
Dark and the Daylight by 
Joan Chittester.  The 
discussions are rich and 
welcoming. Join us, you 
are always welcome!  
Want to check in when a 
new book starts? Just 
contact Rev. Julie and 
you will receive a 
reminder/invitation! 

Thursday morning Bible Study meets in 
Friendship Lounge from 9:30-11:00.  We are 
exploring Matthew’s Gospel.  The learning 
and conversation is 
wonderful. If you are 
interested in coming please 
feel free to join us anytime!  
Questions? Contact Rev. Julie 

Knit together by God!  
We meet on the 3rd Friday 
of each month at 1:00 pm in 
Friendship Lounge.  Come 
February 19th and warm up 
together in a tangle of yarn 
and conversation.   

Once again, our Music 
Family is looking for 
volunteers to get 
involved in our 
ministry.  We currently 
are in need of three 
musicians (experience 
not necessary) who 
would like to learn the fun and art that is 
HANDBELL CHOIR. Please contact Rick 
Kieffer directly for a try out--that is--for you 
to have a little mini lesson on the art of 
ringing.  Rick Kieffer - 414-698-6252 or 
rlkieffer1@yahoo.com  



 

FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

The Friday Men’s Discussion Group would like to invite all interested men to join 
them for an time of fellowship and discussion every Friday morning.  We meet at 
6:45 AM at the Family Table restaurant, 6598 W Brown Deer Rd, Brown Deer  WI,  
53223.  After sharing a meal we have a short devotional and discuss a chapter or 
two from a book. We wrap up by 8 AM. 
 
Our current book is "The Overcoming Life" by Watchman Nee. This is a series of 
messages the author gave in China in 1935 as "a call to pursue the life that is 
hidden with Christ in God." 
 
The books we read are nominated by the participants and range from Christian 
biographies, to world politics, to scholarly biblical studies and everything in-
between.  Often times, the discussions are more enlightening than the books.  
We know that not everyone can make it every week.  We are blessed, and we 
believe you will be blessed, whenever you can come.  Please join us for breakfast 
and joy-filled spiritual food. 
 
Contact Mark Swartwout — mark.swartwout@gmail.com if you have any 
questions.  

Lydia Circle White Elephant Fun(d) Raiser. 
Mon., February 29th @ 9:30am in Friendship 
Lounge.  

Wrap up those unwanted, unused, regifted, 
forgotten treasures and bring $$$ to buy those 
of others. 

This event is a laughter filled, heartwarming time with friends 
during this dreary, cold time of the year.  Bring a friend! 



 

DRIVERS 

M  O   S  
B  O    COMMUNITY  

LOAVES AND FISHES 
February 16, 2016 

 
 

CASSEROLES    DESSERTS 
 

Cook Block 

Gurican Zimmer 

Miller Dowsett 

Ritke Hadcock 

Wauck Loder 

Wininsky Leomrande 

Ford Reimer 

Jipson Santilli 

Navarro Schill 

---------- Weber 

---------- Zganjar 

---------- Smith 

Confirmation Confirmation Confirmation 

   

Confirmation Confirmation 

Confirmation Confirmation 

Confirmation Confirmation 

Confirmation Confirmation 
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SAVE THE DATE!  
 

 
Winter Market at North Shore Congregational Church on Sunday Feb 28th from 
11:00-1:30! 
Brunch: Come for  the delicious brunch made from items sourced from 
participating farm/vendors.  A Good Will 
offering is appreciated to support the cost and 
efforts. 
Market Products: Meat, Cheese, eggs, 
preserves, produce, sweet treats, candies, 
apples, oats, salsas, herbal products, soaps and 
lotions, fair trade products, antipasto and 
more! 
 
Sponsored by 

 
The Winter Farmers Market & Brunch, hosted by North Shore Congregational Church, 
is a project jointly sponsored by the Food, Faith and Farming Network and the Harvest 
of Hope Farm Crisis Fund of the Madison Christian Community; both are non-profit 
organizations supporting Wisconsin family farmers since the 1980’s. 
  
Let your neighbors know this market and brunch is for them as well!!  



  
HELPS FROM THE HEALTH COMMITTEE 

WHAT’S IN MY MEDICINE CABINET?  
 
Our communities’ biggest drug problems can originate in our home 
and medicine cabinet.  

It is important to prevent the abuse and misuse of prescription 
medications, prescribed by a licensed healthcare professional, which 
can unknowingly lead to dependence, abuse and addiction.  

Dependence – is tolerance and withdrawal symptoms when the drug is unavailable.  

Abuse – Inappropriate, escalating, self- medicating or altering a substance  

Addiction – Usually begins with abuse exhibiting loss of control, cravings for the drug, 
compulsive use and negative behavior; often leading to loss of job, divorce, isolation, 
and possible death or suicide.  

While there can be a familial tendency toward drug misuse, the majority of teens state they 
started down the road to illegal “street” drugs by visiting their family and friends’ 
medicine cabinets.  

The most often abused or misused medications are:  

Pain killers – Vicodin, Hydrocodone, Codeine, OxyContin, Percocet, Fentanyl patches 
or Methadone.  

Sedatives and tranquilizers – Xanax, Valium, Klonopin.  

Stimulants – an increasing abuse by teens, poorly educated, to lose weight, take a test 
or play better in a sporting event. (Examples are Adderall or Ritalin.)  

Over-the-counter medications are frequently abused to self- medicate, and not disposed 
of when symptoms resolve. (IE: Coricidin, Delsym, Chericol, and Robitussin, are just a 
few.)  

Education and questions to discuss with your doctor, pharmacist and other health care 
individuals can help us know additional information for our medications. Physicians and 
medical staff are directed to watch prescribing and new regulations are contributing to 
better recognition of fraudulent prescriptions.  

WHAT CAN I DO? Store prescription drugs safely and dispose of unneeded medications 
properly in cat litter, coffee grounds or through participation in the community medication 
disposals. Fox Point Police Department – Monday through Friday 8 AM to 5 PM. 
Whitefish Bay – Monday through Friday from 8AM to 6PM.  

Thank you to Sara Rieboldt for information that helped form this article.  



 
 

BENEVOLENCE SPOTLIGHT 

Hope House is another organization that our church contributes to 
annually and is featured this month. 

Hope House operates, for the most part, in the 53204 zip code area.  This is 
in the city of Milwaukee just south of downtown and where, according to 
the 2010 US census, the average home value is $84,700 and income per 
household is $24,335.  The services they offer are: 

Community Outreach: Hope House helps meet the needs for  low cost 
health care in partnership with Wheaton Franciscan Health Care.  A food 

pantry and community outreach program is also offered. Education: They offer a free year-
round program that includes school tutoring, workshops and summer programming.  Adults 
gain basic skills through a partnership with MATC. Residential Services: Hope House 
offers housing programs for the homeless that separately accommodates single men, single 
women and families as well as long term housing for adults with a preference to homeless 
veterans. To learn more about Hope House and their programs go to 
www.hopehousemke.org. 

Again this year, North Shore Congregational Church will be sponsoring Sojourner Family 

Peace Center in our Spring Squeaky Clean donation drive.   

We will be collecting personal care items for women and children from February 28 through 
Easter Sunday, March 27.  Like last year , we will be collecting items, such as: 

Baby lotion and shampoo 

Disposable diapers 

Baby wipes 

Deodorant (women and kids) 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes (women and kids) 

Women’s hair care products (shampoo and conditioner) 

Women’s body lotion 

Women’s non-slip slippers 

Women’s robes 

For our Sunday School classes, a “pajama day” will be planned once 100 items are collected!   

Start collecting your items to donate in one of the three bins that will be placed at each of the 
Church entrances beginning February 28!  Thank you in advance for your generosity! 



 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

 
Parents and ALL other church members… WE NEED 
YOU!!!!!!!  Each classroom is staffed with a lead teacher 
every week.  According to our church Child Safety Policy, 
we need two adults in each classroom every week.  The 
classroom helper in the room has no teaching 
responsibilities.  Your job is to simply enjoy the children, 
lessons and fun happening in the room.  Please sign up or 
contact Maribeth Penno to be a classroom helper in any 
classroom!    

Sunday School News! 
 
February Lessons at a Glance: 
 
Feb. 7     Jesus is Rejected in His Hometown     (Luke 4:22-30) 
Feb. 14  Moses and Elijah Appear With Jesus   (Luke 9:28-36) 
Feb. 21  Jesus Teaches About Rewards              (Luke 6:17-26) 
Feb. 28  Jesus Teaches About Loving Enemies (Luke 6:27-38) 
 
Sunday, February 14th Children’s Choir sings during 10:00am worship.  
 
Sunday, February 21st 4:00-5:30 - Kids Connect!  Play games, eat yummy snacks 
and connect with your Sunday school friends!!!!!  Please feel free to bring a friend or 
two!!!!!  
 
We continue to sponsor Fred and Nadia, two children at Happy Life Children’s Home 
in Kenya Africa, through the offering collected in Sunday school each week.  
Remember each cent collected adds up and is used to help Fred and Nadia in big 
ways!  We are hoping to have a visit from Pastor Peter Ndungu in April and will hear 
from him how important and necessary our support is.  Your child will be bringing 
envelopes and information about Happy Life Children’s Home this month! 



 

Questions? 
Contact Rev. Julie  

Sheridan- Smith today! 
414-352-6123 or 414-588-8693 
juliesmith@northshorecongl.org 

Or 
Maribeth Penno, 414-352-6123 or 

maribeth@northshorecongl.org 
Or Leslie Krueger 

LeslieKrueger@northshorecongl.org 
 

 CHILDREN’S CORNER 

Children’s Choir will 
practice from 9:00-9:50 on 
Sunday mornings upstairs in 
the chapel.  It is a joy to have 
them sing in worship once a 
month!  Contact Leslie 
Krueger for more information. 

 

Crib N Crawler will be 
staffed during worship on 

Sunday mornings from 
9:45 – 11:15.   

World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine! 

Great Event for youth 4th grade 
and up!  

Join your friends from neighboring 
Congregational churches on 
February 5-6 at First 
Congregational Church, 
Wauwatosa, for  Wor ld Vision’s 30 
Hour Famine Event!   

You will learn about World Hunger and the places 
devastated by this—and explore ways to help!  This is an 
overnight event—groups will be organized by 4th-5th 
grade, 6th-8th and 9th-12th grade.   

Fasting from technology or food begins at 1:00 PM on 
Friday and lasts until 7:00PM on Saturday (just water, a 
couple small “majority world snacks” such as Plumpy Nut, 
and some fruit juice during that time). Younger children 
WILL NOT fast from food but the food they eat will be the 
basic simple foods of the countries we learn about.  The lock
-in/retreat portion of this event will be held at First 
Congregational Church of Wauwatosa from 7:00PM on 
Friday until 3:00 PM on Saturday.  Activities include 
worship time, praise music, devotions, small group 
discussions, games, outreach activities, an age appropriate 
movie and lots of fun! 

For information on registration or more details about this 
event contact Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith or Maribeth Penno.    

We are in need of volunteers 
to acolyte and carry God’s 
light into the sanctuary each 
week.  Please contact 
Maribeth Penno if your child 
is interested in helping with 
this special responsibility! 



 

NACCC YEAR ROUND DELEGATE REPORT 

As your Year Round Delegate to the National Association of Congregational Christian 
Churches (NACCC) my “job description” has two parts.  The first is to provide periodic updates 
through this Newsletter and to the Council about events, services, and opportunities available 
through the Association. The second part of being a Year Round Delegate is to take feedback or 
questions from the congregation back to the NACCC. The Year Round Delegate is not 
necessarily the Delegate to the Annual Meetings although I was glad to serve at the 2015 
Annual Meeting. 

This month I received a brief email about the NACCC's Mission and Outreach Ministry 
Council. I thought that church members might have these same questions. 

How does the NACCC Mission funding work? The NACCC prides itself on being able to receive 
donations, and pass them on to the designated missions "dollar for dollar" - without charging 
anything for overhead, since an endowment covers the administrative mission costs. Compare 
this to other charities who use 5% to 20% of received donations for administrative costs.  You 
can help this endowment by becoming a Friend of Missions at a Bronze, Silver or Gold member 
level. The work of the Mission and Outreach Ministry Council (MOMC) is also supported by 
the Shared Ministry Fund, to compensate the staff who administer the programs on behalf of 
MOMC. 

Where do the funds come from that the NACCC gives to our supported missions? They come 
from you-churches and individuals. When donations come in that are for general missions 
(undesignated), it goes into a "pool" of money that MOMC divides among our supported 
missions. One of the good things about being a supported mission is that they know how much 
money they will get from the NA every month. They can count on it. This helps them plan their 
mission work better. So when giving to missions, please consider giving to missions without a 
designation to help support the pool of funds for all of the supported missions. 

The December 2015 issue of The Congregationalist has a couple inspirational articles about 
experiences in local and international missions. There is also an article written by a professor at 
a Christian University describing how she teaches students “about the biological world through 
the lens of the Christian faith.” There are copies of The Congregationalist in the church office or 
library.  You can download issues, and find subscription information, at  
http://www.congregationalist.org/ 

Just a reminder that the 2016 NACCC Annual Meeting & Conference will be June 25-28 at the 
DoubleTree by Hilton Detroit/Dearborn.  The theme will be "Who Is My Neighbor?” (Luke 
10:29). The scheduled Bible Lecturer will be the Rev. Dr. Stephen Butler Murray, president of 
Ecumenical Theological Seminary in Detroit; the Congregational Lecture will be given by the 
Rev. William C. Lange, who has served the NACCC and its churches for many years.  It is not 
too early to think about attending.  More details can be found at the NACCC web site,  
http://www.naccc.org/.  

If you have specific questions or interests; or would like to provide feedback to the NACCC, 
feel free to contact me.  Best way to initiate a conversation is to corner me (Mark Swartwout) 
after Worship service, or send an email to me at Mark.Swartwout@gmail.com.   



 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS UPDATE 

Contact Rev. Julie  
Sheridan-Smith today! 

414-352-6123 or 414-588-8693 
juliesmith@northshorecongl.org 

Parents: We would like to keep a bulletin 
board and newsletter notes of sport events and 
plays/musicals that the children of the church are 
part of so we join in as able! Please contact Rev. 
Julie with dates and events!   

Update on Confirmation Class “doings” for February! We have finished our “unit” on 
Congregationalism at North Shore Congregational Church.  For February (we have 
switched topics) we will do group projects planning everything about the worship service 
for May 8th, working with the children’s choir.  Mark your calendar for…February 16th the 
class will serve the meal at St Ben’s.  Meet in the church parking lot by 4 pm, we will 
carpool to the site, prep, serve and greet some of our inner city neighbors.  The class will 
return to church by 6:30 and any students who wisely stay for the Council meeting that 
night (a must on your check off list) will be given dinner first!  Council meeting from 7-8! 

Youth Ministry Events 

Sunday Morning Discussions Grades 6-7th grade 

Linda Emery and John Papineau lead this class engaging the Bible topic with YouTube 
clips, quotes and conversation and lots of laughing! (And donuts don’t hurt either.) Class 
meets upstairs from 10:15-11:15 (right after the Children’s Message). 

Youth Events (6th-12th grade) 

Youth events calendar: put it on yours! 

January’s “First Friday” was hosted here at NSCC!  The youth room and ultimately the 
building was full of kids from this church and other churches of Southeast Wisconsin!  

February  5th - 6th is the Annual “30 Hour Famine” event. This is an overnight event 
held at First Congregational Church in Wauwatosa, 7 pm Friday to 3 pm Saturday. This 
event is for Jr. High, Sr. High and MiniKamp (grades 4-5). All age levels are strongly 
encouraged to fast from technology for 30 hours. Our Jr. and Sr. High youth can also 
choose to participate in a 30-hour fast from food. 

Learn about World Hunger and the consequences of malnutrition…and how you can 
respond!  Our time will be spent in program time, games, and working on several service 
projects. 

Our Benevolence Board has made a wonderful donation to World Vision’s 30 hour famine 
to support our children and youth’s participation in this overnight event!  Contact Rev. 
Julie for more information or permission slip forms! 

February 21 YouthConnect@Church (J r  and Sr  High) meet in the youth room: 
Games, time to chat and snack from 4-5:30.  Friends always welcome!  



 

NORTH SHORE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
Phone (414) 352-6123 ~ Fax (414) 352-8320 ~ www.NorthShoreCongl.org 

office@NorthShoreCongl.org 

 
 

MINISTERS 
All members of North Shore Congregational Church 

ASSISTED BY 
Rev. Dr. Martin Hall, Senior Minister      Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith, Associate Minister                         
Maribeth Penno,  Assistant to Christian Enrichment          Rick Kieffer, Music Director 
Dr. Rodney Loren, Organist                                                        Becky Whelpley, Organist 
Leslie Krueger, Children’s Choir Director                        Kerrin White, Office Manager                                                      
Mike Fugarino, Custodian                                                           Shannon Schimpf, Crib & Crawler Coordinator    

Cal Papineau , Abby and Jack Schill, and Nicole Lennie, Sunday Custodians                                                            
       


