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From the Pulpit... 
 

“Growing and Deepening” 
Rev. Dr. Martin W. Hall – Preaching 

Ephesians 1: 15-19 

May 20, 2018 – Confirmation Sunday 
Rev. Julie Sheridan-Smith 

 

As I was looking forward to today, this portion of Paul’s letter to the church came to mind as I 

thought about this group of young people and the step they choose to make today. It has been our 

joy to be a part of their faith journey thus far   even as we pray they will continue to grow    in 

their love of God, their love for others and the ways they are part of shaping the church in the 

days and years to come.       

 

For I do believe there is a hope to which God has called each of them, that God will continue to 

grow and deepen their faith…for the world needs what these young people have to offer. 

In a moment, 6 young people will affirm their faith as their own and the Church will be 

strengthened by 6 young people who will join in full membership. 

 

So let me tell you a bit of our journey. We have read the Bible together asking questions and 

having conversations, we have learned about church in history: from a small group of followers 

of Christ, through the spread of the gospel, the questions and changes that came through the 

Reformation, the Pilgrims journey to a New World. We have talked about the idea of 

Congregationalism and what this means to North Shore Congregational church. We have visited 

and learned about other houses of worship and talked about similarities and differences.       

 

We have also dug into the meaning and ways of worship and prayer and participated in these 

things in several ways; as liturgists and readers, practicing several forms of prayer - including 

walking a labyrinth, serving others through St. Ben’s loaves and Fishes meal and Repairers Bag 

lunch making. They shared caring for members of the church, visiting with cookies, hosting the 

coffee hour.  

 

 There is more we could share… 

 

Within the last few weeks we have asked each of them to write an “I believe” statement – about 

their thoughts at this point in their lives …and I would like to share some of their responses with 

you. 
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About God they said, “I believe that God…has a plan for all of us, but it’s our choice to follow 

that plan.  And that God cares for all beings, whether they believe or not. 

 

About Jesus they said, “That he also cares for everyone, I think he got it from his dad.” “Jesus is 

a good role model in my life” “that he was born to do amazing things” and that “he is our 

salvation.” 

 

About the Holy Spirit they said a combination of, “I’m still slightly confused on what the Holy 

Spirit is.”  As well as, “The Holy Spirit is inside me and surrounds us, comforts us, and guides 

us.” And     that the Holy Spirit is “the spirit of God and Jesus looking over us.” 

 

The Bible: “Is something to try and follow about God.” “It is there to teach me about my faith 

and how to go about my life.”   

 

Of the Church they said, “The Church is a loving community of great people.”    “I really like 

my church, the simplicity of the building and how everyone is comfortable and welcoming.”  

Another said, “It is a place of worship and to come together.” While another added that while the 

church is a place to worship God, let go of hate and be grateful, --- I do believe the church could 

be improved. 

 

Comments they made about the World they Live In: “I love the diversity of Milwaukee and my 

school” While several noted that there are “many tragedies in this world, and it can be mean” 

…it was also noted, “but I’m still happy on it” …it was also noted, “we need to learn to be kind, 

there are some great things, but we need to grow.” 

 

About Themselves: “I always try to push myself and make sure others have trust in me.” “I 

believe in God and that eventually he will help me find my way in life.” “I believe that I have 

made mistakes, but it made the man I am today and God has forgiven my mistakes.”  “I believe 

that I am a firm believer in God.” 

 

Congregationalism: “I really like Congregationalism” “A way of Church where everyone has a 

voice in how it is governed.” And that it is “One of many forms of Christianity.” 

 

About Worship: “I believe worship is so that we can take time to think about God and thank 

him and Jesus for everything they have done” “I try to pray everyday and I also believe I could 

go to church more often.” 

 

One thing I would like my church to know about me: “I enjoyed making coffee cake for 

everyone.” “I believe deeply in God and will use my faith now and in good times and bad.” 

“That I really enjoy participating in leadership activities and helping others succeed.” “I really 

enjoy theater and making people around me smile”  “I’d like to know more about Christ”  “I love 

God and look forward to becoming part of the church.”   

 

Given all these things- please know that we do pray    that you, really all of us, will continue to 

grow toward that which is the hope to which God has called you,  Amen. 
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“God’s Not Done” 
Rev. Dr. Martin W. Hall – Preaching 

Acts 2: 1-12 

May 20, 2018 – Confirmation Sunday 
Rev. Dr. Martin W. Hall 

 

There is something remarkable and incredibly meaningful about holding our Confirmation 

celebration on the day of Pentecost.  This is the day on which we celebrate the gift of the Holy 

Spirit – this is the day that is sometimes referred to as the birthday of the church – this is the day 

on which we rejoice in the fact that the Comforter, the Guide, the Helper, the ongoing presence 

of God of which Jesus spoke prior to his death came to pass in gift of the Holy Spirit.  And, I 

think it’s that very notion – the ongoing presence, comforting and guidance of God that speaks 

volumes to each of us as we rejoice in the confirmation and welcome of these newest members 

of our church family.  

 

I don’t want to spend a lot of time on scene over and above the picture that is painted so vividly 

in Acts.  The people gathered from all around, the Spirit coming with tongues as of fire, the 

believers speaking in languages they’d never known so that all those in that place could hear the 

glory of the Good News…it’s quite scene that plays out in these days following the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  But, the scene comes to a close with all of those around asking this one 

profound question…“What does this mean?” 

 

And, the truth is that it meant many things.  The truth is that there are many answers to the 

question of what was shown, displayed, portrayed, expressed and revealed in that Pentecost 

event – but amidst it all, what has always rung so profoundly to me about that event is that what 

it meant, in simplest terms, is that God wasn’t, had never been, and never would be done! 

 

We are, in general, goal-oriented people.  We like conclusions.  We like things wrapped up.  We 

like to check off the lists because that means the list can be completed.  We like to begin 

something in one place and end it at another.  There’s been a running joke in our house, over the 

past couple of weeks, about cliffhangers.  A show we watch as a family ended the season with a 

whopper of a cliffhanger, and then a movie we saw last weekend ended with a similar lack of 

resolution, and there are some in our house who still haven’t stopped talking about their 

frustration with the failure of these stories to resolve the issues at hand. 

 

We are goal-oriented people.  We like conclusions.  We like things wrapped up.  But, the 

sometimes challenge (but always promise) of faith that was revealed in the gift of the Spirit is 

that God isn’t yet, never has been, and never will be done.  With the world…with the 

church…with us…with you…God’s not done yet. 

 

Sometimes that’s a challenge… 

• When it comes to the work of the church to grow in meeting the ever-present needs of 

the community – God’s not done yet. 
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• When it comes to the process of stretching ourselves beyond our comfort zones and 

pushing us towards the life God created us to live – God’s not done yet. 

• When it comes to breaking our self-indulgence, crushing our golden calves and 

emboldening our faith – God’s not done yet. 

 

Sometimes, it’s a challenge.  But, it’s also a promise… 

• That struggle you face in life, that vice or demon you just can’t seem to shake – God’s 

not done yet. 

• That relationship that has been broken for so long and you have not yet been able to heal 

– God’s not done yet. 

• That worry you know, that fear you face, that unknown you are confronting, that pain you 

are enduring, that brokenness that you are experiencing – God’s not done yet! 

 

I could go on and on with the challenges and that promises, but the journey of these confirmands, 

that we celebrate today, began 13-14 years ago in their birth and baptism.  In the years that have 

passed that journey has continued through their life and faith in their homes and in this church.  

In these past two years it has taken on a specific face of learning, exploring, discussing and 

discerning what it means to live as a child of God.  And, today, it reaches this celebratory 

moment of confirmation and membership.  But, if there is anything I pray that they have learned 

(and that we will all hear as a reminder today), it is that this is a moment of commencement – a 

moment of beginning – because God’s not done yet! 

 

In the lives of the six of you, in the lives of your parents, in the lives of your families, in the life 

of this church, in the life of each and every person in this room – God’s not done yet.  Among all 

of the things that Pentecost event revealed is the profound truth that God isn’t yet, never has 

been, and never will be done!  God’s Spirit is at work within us.  The presence of Christ is at 

work within us.  God is forever with us in these journeys that continue every day.  At times it 

will mean a challenge, a stretch, or a cross to bear.  At others it will be a blessing, a promise, or a 

light into darkness.  In all times however, no matter what our goal-oriented, solution-focused, 

resolution-seeking, minds might look for – the promise of the Spirit is the very promise that with 

the world, with this church, with each and every one of us, with you – God has only just begun, 

and God will never, ever, be done! 


