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“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ!”  That’s really the only line of our passage from I Corinthians that I want to talk about, 

today.  As many of you know, by now, we will be digging into a series on images of the Church 

in the new Testament starting next Sunday – and that series will continue through the end of 

October.  It’s all a part of our early entry into conversations and explorations that we are going to 

be sharing this year, as we discern, together, what God has in store for the next chapter of the life 

and ministries of our church.  And, at the end of that series in October, we are going to be right 

back to this image of the body of Christ.  So, today, it’s really just that line that grabbed my heart 

and spirit.  “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so 

it is with Christ!”   

 

This particular sermon journey began, for me, last Sunday.  It was right after worship that Tom 

Chelimsky came to me reflecting on my message from the Sunday before.  The sermon had been 

on Psalm 46, “God is our refuge and strength,” and I had spoken in that message about how I 

sometimes look for new and different perspectives or thoughts on the classic passages and stories 

we know so well.  Tom’s comment to me was that, in the wake of that sermon, he had been 

inspired by a new take on that Psalm.  For Tom, that Psalm began speaking of the individual at 

the outset, but then the church (the city of God) coming from the individuals.  ‘The Church starts 

with the individuals,’ Tom said, ‘and then it becomes one as it comes together.  But, it all starts 

with the people as individuals in their relationship with God.’ 

 

I was drawn in by that comment, by this image of the people starting separate and then drawing 

in, as a river, to the oneness of the Church.  I sat with that for a couple of days, and then I went 

back to the Psalm from which Tom had drawn that meaning and, if I’m 100% honest, I didn’t 

read the same thing in that Psalm.  I didn’t find the same draw that Tom found – which is the 

very nature of the living word of God.  But, I couldn’t shake the image.  I couldn’t shake that 

whole contrast of individuality and oneness in the church, and more and more my heart was 

drawn to that one line from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians and to a literal picture (a painting) 

that, for the rest of the week, I could not get out of my head. 
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“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ!”  Every time I read that line the same picture kept emerging in my mind.  It’s a picture by 

a 19th century French painter named George Seurat, and the English translation of its title is, “A 

Sunday Afternoon on the Island of the La Grande Jatte.”  Now, I want to be abundantly clear in 

owning that I am about as well versed in art as I am culinary practices of the Byzantine Empire.  

What I know of Georges Seurat and this painting is what I have drawn from a cursory review of 

a few sites that popped up on Google – so please don’t take this as a lesson in art history.  But, 

what I understand is that Seurat is known as one of the founders of the Neo-Impressionism 

movement in the late 19th century, and that the heart of his work is what is now known as 

pointillism.   

 

Some of you may know this painting by name, others may not.  For those of you who remember 

the movie ‘Ferris Bueller’s Day Off,’ there is a scene in which Cameron is at the Art Institute of 

Chicago staring at this picture.  It’s an image of men, women and children (not to mention a few 

dogs and other animals) enjoying a beautiful day on a grassy knoll on the side of a lake.  It’s 

fitting to the late 19th century with men in suits and top-hats and women in dresses with parasols 

over their shoulders.  There are trees providing some with shade, sailboats and sand in the 

background – it’s a pleasant scene and a pretty picture.  But, the reason this image kept ringing in 

my brain – the reason I could shake that picture every time I read that passage from I Corinthians 

– it wasn’t because of the scene itself, it’s because of what you see as you get closer. 

 

You see, pointillism is very much as it sounds – a work of art based on points, dots, tiny 

individual brushstrokes beside and amongst each other that, when perceived from afar, provide 

the look of a uniform picture without ever losing the integrity of the color of each dot or stroke.  

That’s the fascinating part of this technique, for me.  While most painters blend colors together 

on a palette and create the color they are looking to put in place, pointillism places individual 

dots and tiny strokes of different colors, side by side, thousands of them in some cases, working 

together to create the work of art that is the finished painting.  When you look at the piece from 

afar, you see the scene with broad colors and clear forms.  But, as you come closer you see more 

and more that the scene is actually the result of hundreds, thousands, of distinct tiny brushstrokes 

that simultaneously hold on to the integrity of those individual strokes while they fit right in to 

the beauty of the wider image the artist is attempting to render. 

 

“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 

Christ!”  For the next seven weeks, starting next Sunday, we are going to explore the Church.  

We’re going to talk about what the Bible says about the Church, what these images say about the 

purpose and role of the Church in society, and what that might say to us as a church here in Fox 

Point in 2018 and beyond.  And, in the months that follow, we are going to continue to explore, 

to pray, to discuss what God has in store for us, as this particular body, known as North Shore 

Congregational Church.  But, I’m just not sure there is a better metaphor for the Church out 

there, at least for me, than that of pointillistic art.  Because the Church can, and should, be a 

beautiful thing.  The Church can, and should, bring tremendous blessings into the life of the 

people around it.  But, there simply is no Church without the dots, the brushstrokes, the 

individual gifts and gifters that coat the canvas that is the Church. 
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In the coming weeks and months we will talk about the rendering, the picture, the scene that God 

is seeking to paint in the Church universal, and in the church that is North Shore Congregational.  

But, there is no rendering, there is no painting, there is no beauty, there is no meaning, there is no 

Church without the points, the brushstrokes, the very people that make it up.  “Just as a body, 

though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ!”  The 

Church is a Pointillistic Church.  It is a glorious rendering, painted by God, intended to bring 

beauty, joy, peace and meaning to the lives of those in and around it.  But, there simply is no 

rendering, there is no painting, there is no meaning, there is no beauty, without the points that 

make it up.  The Church is a Pointillistic Church – and what that means is that there is no church 

without each and every one of us being the part of the rendering that God is calling us to be. 


