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In the early 17th century, a religious philosophy emerged in England and France, known as 

‘deism.’  Now, I could spend all sorts of time on the origins and variations of deist philosophies, 

but at its core, the underlying perspective of deism is pretty simple – God is the creator of the 

universe, God continues to exist today, but God has nothing to do with the ongoing experience of 

that creation.  Classical, or ‘cold,’ deism likens God to a clockmaker – a divine presence that 

meticulously formed and fashioned the creation but then stepped back to watch it run on its own, 

with no part or purpose in what happened next.   

 

Now, again, deism is much broader than that incredibly brief summary, but what I have found 

myself thinking about, coming into Pentecost today, is the light that deism casts on a certain 

hypocrisy of 21st century Christianity.  In short, while I don’t want to speak for all, my guess is 

that the vast majority of the people in this room would discount the philosophy of deism – the 

Biblical story makes pretty clear that God has remained involved in the course of humanity.  But, 

at the same time, I would also be fairly confident that most everyone in this room could point to 

a moment, in just the past few days, in which we lived as though that’s precisely what we 

thought! 

 

To the first of those two points, the Biblical narrative makes abundantly clear that God’s 

presence continues with the people.  From Godly intervention in the story of the Israelites, to 

divine revelations to prophets, to the very coming of Christ, God has repeatedly engaged in the 

course of the human condition.  And then, even as the time for Jesus’ presence on earth was 

nearing its end, the promise immediately shifts to another form of that presence – the Holy Spirit.  

That passage we read from John (in which Jesus promises that God will send the Spirit) is found 

right in the midst of Jesus foretelling his death.  Jesus is literally telling his disciples that, when 

he is no longer here, God will continue to be involved in another way – through the Spirit.  Then, 

as move to Acts, in the very days after the death of Jesus, what happens?  The Spirit comes!  If 

there is anything of which we are reminded on the day of Pentecost (the day we remember the 

gift of the Spirit), it is that God is still involved.  God is here.  God is with us.  God is at work in 

us and through us.  In the Spirit, God is at work!  And, that’s the piece I so want us to grab onto 

for today. 
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In the midst of all that is happening in worship this morning, I’m trying to cram what could 

easily be multiple messages into 6 minutes.  But, a month or so ago I did a sermon on James 2 

that I titled ‘Faith Works.’  The core of the sermon was a reminder that true faith is a blend of 

belief and action – that a genuine embracing of the grace and love of God will inherently 

manifest itself in our character and actions.  Faith works!  What I so want us to remember today, 

is so does God!  Which brings us to the second part of this equation.  

 

Ask yourself how often you find yourself acting like it’s all on you!  Consider how frequently 

the pressure and vicissitudes of life overwhelm you because you don’t feel you’re up to the task 

before you.  Think about the number of times you can’t even fathom taking on the challenge 

because it’s just too much for you.  In work, in family, in relationships, in discipleship…ask 

yourself how often you find yourself acting like it’s all on you!  In other words – ask yourself 

how often your thinking like a deist, even if you aren’t one! 

 

We are enveloped, this morning, in the celebration of so many faces of our ministries.  We are 

enlivened by the hearts and energies of the dozens upon dozens who serve God in and through 

the ministries we celebrate today.  We are uplifted by looking at these reflections of places where 

faith is at work.  But, I think we’d be well advised to remember that, in those places, in all 

places, so is God!  In the voices and hands of our choirs, in the spirit and heart of those who 

work with our youth, in the energy and efforts of our Hosanna Team – faith is at work in so 

many powerful ways.  And, so is God.  The Spirit is there.  The Spirit is here.  The Spirit is 

working in and around us.  Faith works!  But, we have to remember that, so does God! 

 

So, really, as we rejoice, and celebrate, and worship this morning, what I want to encourage you 

to do is to simply ask yourself two questions. 

• Do you really think that God is a celestial clockmaker who formed creation and then 

stepped back never to be engaged again? 

• And, if not, why do we so often engage this world as though we’re doing it on our own?  

 

    

 

 

 

 


