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Parable of the Sower Mark 4:1-9 

Again he began to teach beside the sea. Such a very large crowd gathered around him that he got 

into a boat on the sea and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. 2 He 

began to teach them many things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 3 “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds came and ate 

it up. 5 Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and it sprang up 

quickly, since it had no depth of soil. 6 And when the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had 

no root, it withered away. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, 

and it yielded no grain. 8 Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up and 

increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.” 9 And he said, “Let anyone with ears 

to hear listen!” 

 

Parable of the Growing Seed Mark 4:26-32 
26 He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27 and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 

how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 

head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 

come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for 

it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds 

on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 

large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
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Grow and Deepen 

 

As Marty introduced last week, we have begun a sermon series on aspects of the purpose 

statement this church developed about 10 years ago which says, “Our purpose is to grow and 

deepen Christian discipleship in a faith community guided by the Holy Spirit.”  Last week Marty 

addressed “Our purpose…” and this week I consider with you the “grow and deepen” aspect of 

that purpose statement. 

 

I was immediately drawn to these three parables from Mark’s Gospel that we just shared, as 

images of seeds and growth sprang to mind.  It also seems perfect in God’s way of things that to 

grow and deepen should be the topic for the day we give Bibles to our third-grade children.  This 

day each year is a beautiful depiction and celebration - that the Bible we give may be a tiny seed 

we give these children in the life of the church, believing it has potential beyond expectations. 

With parables, Jesus uses common place things- well known in everyday life, both then and now 

to tell the story.  

 

We all know something about what a sower or farmer is, we recognize soil, rocks, thorns, seeds, 

and birds.  And I imagine most of us even know something about mustard plants unfortunately 

when they invade the parks and woods around.  But then, in a parable these same things take on 

a wonky twist to them.  These common, normal things behave strangely.  And that is the purpose 

of parables; to stretch our imagination beyond the expected, to invite us to imagine and inhabit 

the Kingdom of God- even though we have not completely grasped its presence. 

 

Our first parable can readily give us ideas - through the different kinds of soil – about our own 

lives and those of others.  We might easily point to ourselves or others as the hardened path with 

seeds bouncing off us and into the birds mouths, or that rocky shallow soil, momentarily 

receptive to the seed, but then on to other things, or the thorny unwelcoming soil.   Or how about 

that lush productive soil out of which big things happen. If we could pick a soil, that is the one 

we would want to be!  

 

I think it may be natural for us to look at these examples either casting aspersions on others for 

their hardness of heart, or their distracted attendance, or their wrong way of thinking.  I think it 

may be natural for us to look at these examples with jealousy because we see evidence of growth 

elsewhere, or with congratulations because we indeed can be wonderfully productive. 

 

But while these things may be a response or result through which we can see the variety of 

obstacles and stumbling blocks present in the world, they are not the point of the parable.  The 

parable ultimately points to the sower or farmer who sows seed everywhere not just in the 

prepared good soil.   Why would the farmer scatter like that with the possibility of such waste?  

Because that’s how God’s grace is, isn’t it?  God keeps offering grace, mercy, love, and hope 

even when we are distracted by so many things, not sure what to latch onto as meaningful…or 

for some, hardened and unreceptive.   

 

The point of the parable is that some of those seeds will take root and some will not, but God 

will not leave or turn away.  Indeed, through this parable we are invited to see God the farmer - 

who doesn’t decide that some soil is worthy and some is not.  God never decides that some 
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people are worthy and others are not, no matter what their circumstance may be.  And if God 

doesn’t judge that, why would we? 

 

And this is why the process we have been in, the listening sessions for the 75 and Beyond are so 

encouraging. Yes, as the church we want to be that good rich soil, but we can only be that in our 

trust that God just keeps planting and planting, not only here but everywhere. We have had the 

chance to listen deeply to the variety of ways Jesus the farmer continues to sow seeds into the 

variety of ways and people both in and outside the life of the church.  Sharing our thoughts about 

worship and music, children and youth, but also about outreach and benevolence and how God is 

present beyond these walls. 

  

But because we are human and we do worry about oh so many things, the second parable offers 

assurance to the variety of ways seeds might get lost, stagnate, wither, or get placed in “thorny” 

unhealthy situations.   

 

What are we to think of a farmer who tosses out a bunch of seeds, but all we hear is that day and 

night and day again will come, the seed will become ripe grain. This parable goes against the 

grain if you will, to those of us raised to work hard, cultivate good plans and strategies.  Of 

course we should do all those things- but when it comes to our relationship with God, our hope 

in the Kingdom of God, we have to leave room for the mystery, the not yet known, those things 

outside our own power..  We have to lean into God with trust. We live in the sometimes-

disconcerting time between planting and harvesting, but that is exactly when we grow and 

deepen! 

 

Now we could hear these parables and decide to let all responsibility go because we seem to 

have no power in the midst of all this!  But-It is never The Case that we should become 

indifferent to situations and people.  We are the Church, we inhabit the garden, the Kingdom of 

God that is growing and deepening in and through us.  And we, as the Church don’t exist only 

for ourselves, we exist for others to be welcomed, sheltered, nurtured.  So let us finally consider 

the third parable for today in light of who we are and who we are becoming as North Shore 

Congregational Church. 

 

Let’s consider the image of the majestic mustard shrub, really a less than lovely, invasive weed 

that somehow in this parable behaves as a dwelling or nesting place for birds.  We might like 

mustard for all kinds of reasons, as a tasty condiment or for some purported health benefits.  But 

many of us have also gone purposefully into the woods to pull out that weedy garlic mustard 

plant because it is so invasive it will just take over.  It is known to be bad for the environment.  

  

I remember when we first moved into our house in Wauwatosa the perimeter of our yard was 

thick with thistles.  And I don’t know if they have grown in my memory of them, but I remember 

these terrible plants standing as tall as me. My parents still remember that they came up and we 

took battle on them, armed with spades and thick heavy gloves and long sleeves.  And thirty 

years later I am always watching for the possibility of them.  Maybe there is something about the 

thistle that reminds me of the mustard shrub- it’s wildness and strength. 
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But this is not why Jesus uses the mustard seed in this parable.  Again- it is a common item used 

to stretch our imagination about the growing Kingdom of God. Pliny the Elder, a Roman author, 

naturalist, naval commander, and philosopher wrote in his Natural History (published around 78 

AD) that "mustard… is extremely beneficial for the health. It grows entirely wild, though it is 

improved by being transplanted: but on the other hand when it has once been sown it is scarcely 

possible to get the place free of it, as the seed when it falls germinates at once." 

 

Isn’t that wonderful?  It is not a particularly pretty plant, but there is a wild, irrepressible, 

stubbornness about the mustard shrub that grows from a tiny seed. An invasiveness that does not 

want to be confined to a particular space, place, plot of land, or people. 

What if we stretch our imaginations to see this as an image of the church, as a living glimmer – 

or seed of God’s kingdom.  A place that nurtures growing and deepening life in God, a place of 

safety, shelter, and nurture for whatever wildlife comes along.  A place of irrepressible hope. A 

place open to the ways of God that we won’t always understand. A place where the songs of the 

birds evoke the songs of the heart we share in worship of the God whose mercy and love cannot 

be contained. 

 

If our purpose as followers of Jesus is to grow and deepen, then indeed we are called to sow, 

scatter, plant – everywhere, in our families and church yes, as well as our community, trusting 

God will bring the growth God intends. These things of life and faith are ours to share.  WE 

grow and deepen in this way, and why wouldn’t we want to cast seeds wherever we are.  So yes, 

we want to be like the over-grown mustard shrub. We want to be a place that offers shelter and 

nurture to those around us, outside from us, from those coming in. But as with the other parables 

we must remember that no attempt to plant seeds is wasted, no matter where they are scattered, 

no matter what takes root. 

 

Our process of “75 and Beyond” is surrounded by God’s grace.  We have talked and planned 

meetings, we have heard from many of you, listening along the way for themes we have heard in 

which God may grow and deepen us. 

 

The small but living seeds we plant today, handing on to the children and their families the belief 

that God’s word matters, God’s word grows within us and around us in ways we can only try to 

imagine. 

 

Let’s follow Jesus - scattering the seeds of God’s kingdom with confident abandon, here and 

everywhere we are! 

Amen 

 


