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I know that what I am about to say is likely to cause a number of you to question my mental 

health, but I have to admit that one of the things I genuinely enjoy, in ministry, is the meetings 

that are involved.  Now, I’m the first to admit that some are more mundane than others, and 

certainly there are those that drag on beyond that which is reasonable for the work at hand.  But, 

in general, my typical schedule has me attending some 10-15 meetings a month, and most of the 

time, I very much enjoy being there.  There is something about the team working together – the 

generative spirit of approaching new ideas, finding solutions to challenges and engaging 

opportunities - that simply motivates me and inspires me in ministry.  And, one of the highlight 

conversations, recently, was that of a question that was brought to the Diaconate Board last fall. 

 

In short, the discussion was spawned by a member of the church who asked the Deacons to 

consider the placement of the ‘Gloria Patri’ in our communion liturgy.  This particular individual 

had thoughts on the current placement of the song, and wanted the Deacons to reflect on it and 

explore some options – which they did.  We spent time over the course of a few months 

exploring the question and considering the options.  Some Deacons did some research on the 

history and usage of the Gloria Patri and, in the end, they decided that it belonged where it was.  

But, it is why they made that decision that becomes important for our consideration today. 

 

I want you to put yourself into the mode of our communion liturgy that we will engage in just a 

few minutes.  We gather in song, we are reminded of the invitation that Jesus extends – calling 

each of us to receive his grace and love – and then we humbly and honestly own, before God, the 

missteps and misadventures that cloud our hearts and minds.  It is after that confession, then, that 

either Julie or I voice the Assurance of Pardon – the fundamental affirmation that no matter who 

we are, where we have been, or what we have done, we are forgiven in and through the grace of 

God shown to us in Jesus, the Christ.  It’s in that moment, then, that the music begins and we 

stand together singing, ‘Glory to God.  Glory to Jesus.  Glory to the Spirit.  Glory to that which is 

was, is, and forever shall be!’ 

 

Do you see what happens in that moment?  We’ve responded to the invitation, we’ve owned our 

faults and frailties before God, we’ve been reminded of God’s boundless grace, and then we 

stand up and sing praises to God for the grace in which we rest.  In the end, that’s the reason that 
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the Deacons made the decision to keep things as they have been.  Some people may be more 

moved by the traditional structure of the refrain than others, but the Deacons came to a 

fundamental understanding that in the wake of owning our sins before God, and in the moment 

of being reminded that God wipes away those sins through the cross, there is nothing we could or 

should do but stand up and give praise to God for the gift that is ours in Jesus.   

 

Now, moving beyond our communion liturgy and into the real point I want to make today, it is 

really this same thing that we see play out in Mark 7.  It’s funny if you look at a map – I think 

Jesus may have been taking some navigational lesson from Moses here, since Jesus for some 

reason travels 20 miles north from Tyre to Sidon, on his way to the Sea of Galilee in Decapolis 

that is some 30+ miles in the opposite direction.  But, nonetheless, along this journey he comes 

across this man who is deaf and suffering from a speech impediment.  Jesus lays his hands on 

him, the man is healed, and then he tells all who are there to keep quiet about what they had 

seen.  The more he tells them to be quiet, however, the more zealously they share the word. 

 

This is a story we see recurrently in the Gospels – moments in which Jesus tells people to keep 

what he has done to themselves.  Invariably, the exact opposite is what happens.  Time and again 

those who are ordered to be quiet can’t help but share the wonder of what they’ve seen, heard 

and experienced in Jesus.  Scholars will debate why Jesus kept telling them to be quiet, and I 

think it’s an interesting question.  For me, however, the more noteworthy point is that they can’t.  

No matter how many times Jesus may tell them to keep this to themselves, there is nothing they 

can do, after experiencing his love in their lives, but stand up, sing his praises, and share his 

love!  Do you see where we’re going here? 

 

In many ways, this sermon is part two of last week’s message.  In my sermon, last week, with a 

few different images and phrases, I focused primarily on that moment of grace that plays out in 

our communion liturgy each month.  We talked about the fact that our faith is the one place in 

life where this is such a thing as a free lunch.  We talked about the fact that Jesus never 

examined worthiness, doctrine or merit when people sought his love in their lives.  We talked 

about the fact that anytime someone reached out for Jesus, he reached back without hesitation, 

without equivocation, and without condition.  We talked about the fact that when we reach out to 

Jesus, he will reach back.  Period!  Last week’s sermon was, in many ways, an elongated 

Assurance of Pardon.  It was a message that drew us into that fundamental moment of being 

reminded that in all things, in all ways, in all times and places, we are forgiven in God through 

the mercy of Jesus. 

 

So, today, we find ourselves at the moment of the Gloria Patri.  We find ourselves facing the 

foundational question, ‘Now what?’  Martin Luther says that, “Faith is a living, daring 

confidence in God’s grace…”  Paul says a similar thing in his letter to the Romans when he tells 

us to offer ourselves as a ‘living sacrifice.’  Our faith may not be one of earning our salvation or 

meriting God’s grace, but it is one of living in response to it.  We have to put ourselves in the 

place of that deaf and mute man who couldn’t help but share the story of the love of Jesus he had 

experienced.  We have to put ourselves in the moment of the Gloria Patri and ask ourselves what 

we could possibly do but stand up and sing God’s glory.  We have to ask ourselves…‘In light of 

the unimaginable, incomparable, limitless gift of love that we have received in Jesus, how are we 

going to respond?’ 
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The end decision that Deacons made in regard to our worship was that there is no other response 

we could have, in that moment of proclaiming God’s grace, than to stand up and sing his praises 

– a Gloria Patri.  That deaf and mute man couldn’t help but do the same when that love was at 

work in his life – his Gloria Patri.  And today, and every day, we live in that same moment.  

Every morning we awaken to a new day that is cloaked in that same grace, and every moment we 

live is part of a restored life that was made possible through that love of God shown to us in 

Jesus.  So, the question becomes, not just in, but through and beyond our Sunday worship…in 

our every moment of our every day…what will our Gloria Patri be?  

  
 


