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You will probably have heard that classic line, God comforts the afflicted and afflicts the 

comfortable, which I recently read was actually coined by a journalist speaking of the role of 

newspapers. But it does fit with what is going on in Jesus’ hometown and perhaps our own 

“hometowns.”   

                                                                                                                      

We may look to the breadth of scripture when we are seeking comfort.                                                         

From the psalms we hear,  “The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want…or simply, Be still and 

know that I am God…  From the chronically troubled Job we hear, “I know that my redeemer 

lives” and from the Apostle Paul that, “nothing will be able to separate us from the love of God 

in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 

And ultimately from Jesus we hear, “Do not let your hearts be troubled nor be afraid” and   

“come to me all you who are weary, and I will give you rest.”  And, we remind ourselves of  the 

miraculous stories of healings, or instances in which Jesus touches, welcomes, raises up, and 

spends time with those who were outcasts… via the norms, rules, or traditions of their time. 

 

And that is good.     After all - God did come, and does come, to be with us in Jesus.                        

And, we encourage each other to try to live like Jesus- to make bag lunches or casseroles and 

cookies to help feed those in need. We engage each other on work trips to help rebuild and repair 

homes for those who have no resources to do so. We gather donated items to give to others. And 

yes, that is very much our joy to do so.   

 

In all these things and so many others like it we are following in Jesus’ way. 

 

But the challenging thing about today’s lesson, is that this is not ALL of Jesus’ way.  And what 

if we are like the hometown people, happy to claim Jesus as ours, but maybe only half of him. 

Let us go back to the beginning of our readings today and try to image the scene.  Jesus comes 

home, to the place and people who raised him.  And I imagine that synagogue was very familiar 

to him, like this sanctuary is to many of us. A place of hope, a place in which they expect to be 

reassured, comforted, inspired.  A place where they expect to find or hear something of God. 
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The scroll that is handed to him is probably the very same scroll that was handed to the readers, 

teachers or rabbi’s that Jesus listened to as a child and young man.  

  

You can feel the anticipation in the room as he sits down, in the midst of them, and they wait to 

hear more about how the amazing promise spoken through the Prophet Isaiah is being 

fulfilled…today. 

We hear Jesus say that he has come to bring good news of freedom, redemption, and healing.  

And it seems at first those friends and neighbors in the synagogue are sitting back amazed and 

inspired. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son? We know him, we helped raise him! And now we hear he is a 

healer.  Didn’t we do well with him.”    

 

Yes, at first they seemed proud to claim him as their own. I mean, think about it. If we lived as if 

this was today that the scripture is fulfilled- wouldn’t we be throwing a parade? Wouldn’t we be 

making Facebook and Twitter or Instagram posts about him?                                                                                  

Imagine right now, sitting in this Sanctuary and longing to have all of this happen – Jesus is right 

in front of us saying these things.    

                                                

Would we wonder about some of the things we have heard he has been doing elsewhere?  Or,    

if we were there,  would there be a tinge of… “We know this man, we helped raise him…this all 

sounds a bit farfetched.” 

 

If you look in your bible- this section is often titled something like, “The rejection of Jesus in 

Nazareth” or “Jesus is rejected in his hometown.” 

But, if you are listening closely, it is Jesus who pushes back against these people that know him 

so well. He seems to anticipate something about his hometown people that makes him lash out a 

bit at them, questioning their expectations. 

 

And perhaps that IS the Good News for us today. Not that we should lower our expectations of 

what God will, and is doing for us- but raise our expectations of what God promises to do in and 

through us to change the world. 

 

The uncomfortable thing we hear –  is that Jesus seems to be saying - in strongly worded terms  

to these people who claim him as their own- that they should not expect any kind of exclusive 

rights to this Good News. 

 

Now of course we already know this - right?  Jesus’ behavior and words speak this very clearly.      

His reach to those excluded because of an illness they carry - like the leper, or the woman with 

the blood issue, or his invitation to dine with a man whose job set him outside a welcome from 

his own people.  

 

But there was an element to the way this scripture spoke or poked at me that had me asking - 

what does this lesson say to us here – and what does that look like beyond this room today. 

It has been interesting that in the Thursday morning Bible study we have encountered Jesus     

several times seeming a bit angry. As we looked to the origin of words translated into our Bibles 

that said things like; Jesus was moved with pity - only to find a closer meaning, or translation 
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says that Jesus was moved with anger. And that sounds a bit like the other half of Jesus we hear 

in the second part of our reading this morning. 

 

Do we only want Jesus to have swooped in and saved us-or can we hope and live as if he also 

came to invite us into a life that follows the many ways of Jesus?   

                                                                               

Yes, healing, teaching, casting out demons - in the ways we can.  But also seeking to understand, 

what are the systems that oppress? What do we need to learn so we understand – setting the 

prisoners free.  What do we need to change?  What do we need to learn about these thing?  

When we are challenged by what we hear, when it doesn’t meet with our hopes or maybe even 

our expectations, do we want to drive Jesus out of our “town” – push him away from our hearts?   

 

Are there times for you that scripture challenges more than comforts?  

  

For what we hear today is Jesus reminding those seated with him in the synagogue that God’s 

mercy comes to others as well. When Jesus talks about Elijah being sent to a widow in Sidon, or 

Elisha healing a leper name Naaman from Syria, he is telling them that God doesn’t show 

preference to those who feel they may have a special claim on him.  For that widow and Naaman 

were not part of their hometown- they were foreigners. Their own    …our own scripture tells us 

about this over and over again. 

 

The Good News is not just for us - even though we also need it and share in it.  

And this seems to stretch their capacity to welcome Jesus in their midst, back into their 

hometown. 

 

What if we are the current “home town people?”  What if we think we know Jesus so well that 

we never expect anything more than half of who he is and why he is? 

We too need the Good News that Jesus fulfills today.  

                                                               

Do we long to be free of a debt that weighs too heavily?                                                                   

Are there some amongst us that need to be freed from any sense of worthlessness that lies to 

them, or some kind of addiction that blinds them to who they are created to be?  And yet even in 

the needs of those close at hand we remember that the world is so much larger and the need is so 

complex, but so is God!  And that there is good news IN discomfort.  Because perhaps the very 

thing that makes you so uncomfortable may be the very thing God wants you to learn more 

about. 

 

The Good News we hear this morning - is not words to comfort and appease us, they are meant 

to cause discomfort, to startle us out of a hometown attitude about who Jesus is and what we are 

invited to see in him.  Yes, the comforter, the healer, the teacher.  But also the one who speaks 

with a voice ringing with prophecy - that we take part in fulfilling that ongoing prophesy-    to 

understand and break down the systems that oppress-    to learn what it means to seek and be 

agents of change. To listen for that “thing” or those people that we barely understand with hearts 

open to know. To allow ourselves to be the comfortable - afflicted with love and hope for the 

other. 
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So let’s follow Jesus- all of him.  Amen 

 

 

Benediction: 

God bless you with discomfort; discomfort at easy answers half truths and superficial 

relationships so that you may live deep within your heart. 

 

May God bless you with anger: anger at injustice, oppression and exploitation of people, so that 

you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

 

May God bless you with tears: tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation 

and war so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and turn their pain to joy 

 

May God bless you with foolishness: enough foolishness to believe that you can make a 

difference in this world so that you may do what others claim can not be done. 

 

Bishop Gene Robinson of the Episcopal Church 

 


