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 “Trusting Enough to Wonder” 

This reading of post resurrection appearances of Jesus - and Thomas’ quandy, is often read the 

week following Easter.  But this reading - as well as the first one you heard earlier   has 

surrounded me in a way these past two weeks. 

 

I have been doing a Thursday Kidmessage –  an 8-10 minute Facebook live time with the 

younger children- to which Leslie sends a little packet in the mail beforehand.  Their previous 

weeks message had been about Thomas, and how it seemed he needed to wonder and ask 

questions of Jesus, before he could really believe. 

 

And as I was preparing for the Sunday afternoon Bible study last week- on John’s gospel…there 

was Thomas again – this time wondering about how to know “the Way” that Jesus was talking 

about.  I mean – sometimes God will put something in front of us a few times, so we can’t help 

but mentally - hang out with it awhile. Many of us have this same question now – how are we 

going to know the Way? 

 

Both these readings are also favorites if you will, for me.   

The incredible comfort of our first reading, “Do not let your hearts be troubled…and in my 

father’s house there are many dwelling places” speaks of the open ended vastness of God’s 

presence. Not about a place - but a relationship with so many possibilities.  And that Jesus is 

speaking of this the night before he dies reminds us to seek his peace, when our hearts race with 

all the unanswered questions.  These readings remind us that yes, things are going to be 

different, and it will be OK in ways we haven’t yet imagined. 

 

I told the children during the Kidmessage, that asking and wondering like Thomas is good…And 

I also told them to notice that Jesus, God was not at all upset with the questions. Now as parents 

there may have been times when questions, the classic “but why? Or, but how?” wore us out, and 

we needed to fall back on, “because I said so.”  But our readings today do not answer that way.                               

And that is why I think they both stuck with me, as we may be wearing ourselves out with the,    
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“But why do we have to stay at home so long.” And, “But how is our economy going to 

survive…how is this all going to end?” We ask these questions everyday. Why has this happened 

and how will our lives look two weeks, two months, two years from now? 

 

As always- scripture meets us in our circumstances. And it occurred to me that Thomas seems a 

lot like us today.  Hearing reports and analysis that make us frustrated - maybe even angry with 

others- because we don’t see it the way they do.   

Thomas wasn’t with the others when Jesus came to them.  He had heard about the Resurrection- 

but he hadn’t seen it.  I imagine he was grieving. 

 

And – this year, perhaps the Resurrection goes deeper into our hearts …while we are so aware, 

watching statistics that bring illness and death in front of us daily.  Perhaps Resurrection joy and 

the promise of Easter    brings a few more questions this year?  A few more, “I won’t believe 

unless I see…”  

 

God has, I believe, the deepest understanding of our need to question our lived experience.       

From the Psalms we hear a number of times, “How long, Oh Lord, how long?” And today from 

Thomas we heard, “but…you say we know the way…but we don’t.” And yet we do…it is Jesus’ 

call when he says, “Follow me.”  

 

I know, this has never actually been easy. It takes a great deal of trust. It takes a great deal of 

imagining outside our wants and worries. It takes a great deal of humility to be able to come 

together. It takes a great deal of courage and risk…and It takes a great deal of letting go.                                                                     

And if there is a time to follow in Jesus’ way, it is now. 

 

So yes, it is natural, that we are saying, in our here and now context, “I don’t see the way out of 

this…I don’t see how we will get back to the life we knew.” 

But that is what the Resurrection is about!  It’s about the “what’s next?”  Not only for that after 

this life- but the what’s next in this life. 

 

That’s what I see in Thomas this time.  He is bold enough to ask questions, to want to know 

more.     And trusting enough to see the answer in Jesus. 

Remember Thomas has come “late to the table.” Others have already seen Jesus. But when he 

does, he comes through the questions, doubts, probably fear and frustration…and for him the 

Resurrection happens again!  

 

In my minds eye, I see and hear Thomas fall to his knees in awe, “My Lord – My God!” And for 

Thomas, and us, I wonder can it be that this image…these words… indicate an open and changed 

view of reality?  One in which he – and we, can trust enough to wonder about it. To see God in 

the wounds and scars He chose to carry and show.  To feel God’s breath- breathing peace into 

the questions, into the unknown.  

  

As someone said,  “I mean, how do you even talk about “normal” when someone has been raised 

from the dead?  What can possibly be the same?”1  

 
1 David Lose, …in the Meantime, “Easter 2A 2020 The New ‘Normal’” davidlose.net retrieved April 22, 2020. 
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The Resurrection…redemption is ongoing in real and tangible ways right now. We shouldn’t 

want our world to be the same. 

 

We don’t yet really know the answer to “how long” or exactly how the way will unfold.  And we 

can wonder… how will we know when everything is “ok”?  Will we believe that when things get 

back to “normal?”  

 

How do we respond to the changing reality of here and now? What does or will Resurrection 

look like tomorrow?   To Thomas it looked like wounds, yet it sounded like peace.  It looked like 

the assurance that God was right there, carrying wounds and scars, making even those holy.        

And we can lean into the hope that in and through our own wounds and scars there is a new life! 

The reality of the Resurrection was incomprehensible, or at least unexpected.  Thomas, the 

disciples were surprised by it. The world as they knew it was changed – different. 

 

During these times while the delivery time for book orders is uncertain,  I have been offering a 

reading or recorded interviews to the Tuesday book group to listen to, then discuss.  So this week 

as I listened to several options I heard a quote from author Rebecca Solnit that made me think a 

bit about how we respond to the Resurrection.  She said, “The earthquake shakes you awake,                 

and then that’s sort of the big spiritual question:  How do you stay awake?” 

 

We are and will rise again from these moments of doubt, fear and frustration. But let us also 

remember that God’s purpose in and through us is that others rise as well.                                                                                                                                               

A member of the book group sent a copy of a post she had seen of an African philosophy called 

Ubuntu. It told a story of a group of children who had a basket of fruit put before them, with the 

challenge that whoever got to them first won the basket. But as the story goes, the children 

joined hands and ran together, then shared the basket. When asked about why they did this 

instead of racing to be first the children replied “Ubuntu” which basically translates as “I am, 

because we are.”   

                                                                                                        

While this is not a quote from the Bible, it certainly sounds like a beautiful description of the 

Church, the Body of Christ living in the world today.      We are because he is. 

 

And here is the Good News we hear today  between the lines of conversation we hear from 

Thomas and Jesus. The Resurrection, the peace, the forgiveness…the awestruck  “My Lord and 

My God!” are not meant to remain behind closed doors. 

 

That even in the midst of this…even in the midst of today, God comes into our wounds, our 

losses. Stays with us through our questions when we worry about how we will recover and what 

we will grieve.  As well as how we will hope and let ourselves be changed by trusting enough to 

wonder - what God is asking of us now, and what God is offering us in this new life!                                                       

It is to be God’s hands and heart, with our own wounds and scars in this very world…in this very 

time. 

 

I know many of us are aware and humbled to be in a situation - not without challenges- but with   

relative security.   We have acknowledged this before; our desire to support and honor the many 

who do put themselves at risk every day, through our prayers, our action and even our inaction.           
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We are aware of job losses that put issues such as rent or mortgages at risk, as well as very real 

people at risk for food and medical care, safety in their homes and lives. There are so many 

things I don’t need to talk about here- because I imagine, I hope we want to know how our 

neighbors near and far doing, and so we pay attention. 

 

So, how do we follow “the Way” of Jesus when what is all around just seems too much? 

Mother Teresa live with and spoke into overwhelming poverty and illness saying something 

along the lines of, we don’t need to strive to do great things, we just simply need to continue to 

do small things with great love!  

 

We have a day on the calendar that is marked “Easter.” But Easter is always. And there is 

something about this story of Thomas and the resurrected Jesus that is very real, and very much 

in our reality right now!    And so, we may anticipate losses and grief - yet still be brought to our 

knees saying, “My Lord, My God!” As people of faith, we trust enough to wonder and hope in 

the Resurrection,  in Everlasting Life!  And we should, because it is true!  But meanwhile in our 

wounds and losses and uncertainty  God is there claiming and changing and moving us toward     

a New Life. 

 

Amen.  

 


