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“A Few Thoughts On…..” 

It’s been an interesting few weeks in the Hall household.  
As we’ve inched closer and closer to the start of the school 
year, we’ve ridden the roller coaster of unpredictability 
from one day to the next.  Plans of in-person and remote 
learning have been debated, established, changed, and 
changed again, all in the matter of a few weeks – and I 
know that there are many families who have had much the 
same experience. 
 
A lack of predictability seems to be the sign of the times 
right now.  It feels as though everything we place on the 
calendar has a little asterisk next to it noting the ‘if Covid-
19 allows’ caveat.  There is a sense of ‘we hope’ or ‘that’s 
the current plan’ behind every arrangement right now.  
Every plan we plan we put in place is done so with the 
unspoken understanding that everything could change with 
a moment’s notice.  All the while, we grow increasingly 
tired of not being able to be a part of the things that mean 
the most to us. 
 
Here at the church, we know that feeling well, and headed 
into this fall we are doing our best to try to bring some of 
those treasured experiences into the life of the church in 
ways that speak to our hearts and faith.  In this newsletter 
you will find a number of details about upcoming worship 
opportunities, and in the coming weeks, you will see more 
and more about Confirmation, Bible Sunday, 
Remembrance Sunday, and more.  We’ve even started 
digging into Advent and Christmas and the questions of 
how we can best draw our hearts and minds into the spirit 
of the season in the face of our current limitations. 
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There is, of course, that pesky little asterisk that ends up beside it all, but we know 
how important many of these traditions and experiences are to our church family, and 
we are doing everything we can to develop plans that allow us to embrace them in 
meaningful ways.  So, as always, read through this newsletter to learn more about 
that which is to come, watch your emails and worship orders for more in the weeks 
ahead, and make your own asterisked plans to be a part of what is happening in our 
church. 
 
Fall is typically a time of diving into so many joyous and meaningful elements of our 
shared worship life.  There is no doubt that this fall will be different, but we are doing 
our best to bring that joy and meaning into our new ways of doing things – we simply 
need you to jump in and be a part of it.  Online, on the lawn, or on the pews – join us 
as we delve into the steady rock of our faith in the midst of these interminably 
unsteady times! 

Marty Your Pastor and Friend, 

The Steady Rock of Our Faith... 
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Come via Zoom or in person for our Thursday Morning Bible 
Study from 9:30-11:00am. 
 
Through September we continue our discussion on Luke’s 
gospel.  Those who meet in person come upstairs to the large 
middle room. We have tables and chairs spaced apart for 
everyone’s wellbeing. A screen and speaker phone brings the 
group who “Zooms in” to the room.  If you are not already on the 
email list, or have any questions, please contact Rev. Julie.  
Links for Zoom and reminders are sent to the list, but may also be found in our 
weekly Monday email. 
 
 
Our Sunday Afternoon Bible Study currently meets in 
person (with masks) in our spacious Friendship Lounge 
from 4-5:30pm on the first, third, and fifth Sundays.  We 
are enjoying our conversation as we read through the book 
of Genesis.  Contact Rev. Julie with questions, or if you 
would like to join this discussion group and wish to 
receive reminder emails 
 
 
 

 
From 10-11am, the Tuesday Morning Book Group meets as one 
group but through a hybrid method of Zoom and in-person.  Those 
coming to church meet upstairs in the large classroom with tables 
spaced 6 ft apart.  Much of the group Zooms in through a large 
screen set up.  Our next book begins on September 22, “Falling 
Upward: A Spirituality for the two Halves of Life,” by Richard Rohr.  
If you wish to order through the church the cost is $16.  Please 
contact Rev. Julie ASAP so we can get your order in! 

 
 
 

See the Monday morning email for links to all these opportunities 

ADULT FORMATION  
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Chair Yoga in Friendship Lounge 

Starting 9/3, for 8 weeks, Chair Yoga is back and 
will meet on the main floor in Friendship Lounge 
from 11:15-12:15.  Classes are $75 for 8 weeks, $66 
for 6 weeks or $10 for drop in classes, which are 
always welcome. Contact instructor Erica Boos at 
ericayogafitness@gmail.com or call 414-559-5567. 
Masks are required please. This is a gentle form of 
Yoga adapted to do while sitting on a chair or 
standing with a chair as support. Chair Yoga offers 
improvement for mobility, balance, and flexibility, 
overall health and relaxation.   

 

 

 

Repairers of the Breach Lunch Making  

For the upcoming months we will continue to offer the church the opportunity to make 
bag lunches for the daytime homeless shelter “Repairers of the Breach.”  These are 
delivered to their site on the first Monday of each month.  Reminders and instructions 
will accompany a link to sign up for the number of lunches you/your family can make 
and drop off the Sunday Morning before.  If you any questions you may contact Jane 
Ford at janer1975@gmail.com. 

FELLOWSHIP AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 
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SECOND SUNDAY OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

Our Second Sunday outdoor worship services will begin on Sunday, September 13!  
Services will take place on the west side of the building at 11am on the second Sunday 
of each month.   

 We look forward to sharing in this unique gatherings of worship, and hope you will 
join us.  As you plan to attend, here’s a few things 
you need to know. 

 · No pre-registration is necessary, we expect 
that there should be plenty of room to spread out. 

 · Bring your own chairs and/or blankets and 
please choose a spot that is at least 6 feet from 
any other attendees. 

 · We ask that you wear masks while moving 
around, but you are welcome to remove your 
mask once seated. 

 · We look forward to congregational singing as 
part of these services but, out of an abundance of 
caution, we will ask that all cover their mouths 
and noses with masks while we sing. 

 · In the event of inclement weather, these services will be streamed from inside 
the sanctuary at 11am, but congregants will be asked to participate in that service 
from home.  In the case of cancellation, and e-mail will be sent to the membership 
no later than 8am that morning. 

  

Note: The 9am worship service will continue to follow its normal flow and function on 
these Sundays, with both in-person pre-registered attendance and the Facebook Live 
stream of the service.   
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UPCOMING EVENTS OF NOTE 

Please mark your calendar for a unique and exciting worship opportunity scheduled 
for September 20 and 27.  While their own Minister is taking some well-deserved time 
away, our sister church in Saugatuck, MI will be joining us for worship on Facebook 
during our 9am services.  A special video introduction will be shared with each 
congregation prior to the service, but for now we encourage you to take note of this first
-time experience for all of us.  God is doing exciting and new things in the face of 
Covid-19, and this is one of them.  Please make it a point to be a part of it! 

 
 
  

 

 
 

Please note that, beginning on September 16 and 
running into late October, the Fox Point Police 
Department will be using our building for a 
series of tactical training sessions on Wednes-
day mornings.  Should you drive by the church 
and see a number of emergency vehicles in a lot, 
do not be alarmed! 
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Most of you are aware of the steps we’ve taken as a congregation to minimize risk associated 
with in-person worship. We are social distancing, wearing masks, not singing, and not 
socializing. We want to take this opportunity to remind everyone of this guidance from the CDC 
to faith-based organizations: 
 
Encourage staff or congregants who are sick or who have had close contact with a person with 
COVID-19 to stay home. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-
based.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-
ncov%2Fphp%2Ffaith-based.html 
 
This means that if any members experience symptoms associated with COVID-19, they should 
stay home. The same advice applies to Rev. Marty, Rev. Julie, and Rick Kieffer. Ministers and 
Music Directors are loath to miss a Sunday worship service. Our dedicated staff has proved this 
over and over again throughout the pandemic. But despite using best efforts to stay healthy, one 
or more of them may experience symptoms of COVID-19. In that event, they should stay home 
not only for their own health, but also out of concern for the rest of us and in hopes of stopping 
the spread of the virus. Even on a Sunday. Even though they want to be at worship. And even 
though we treasure their leadership in worship. 
 
We hope and pray that Marty, Julie, and Rick will all stay healthy; however, if one of them does 
feel ill on a Sunday, we do not want them to “power through” like they normally would. The 
risks are simply too great and we love them and the congregation too much to encourage them to 
lead worship while experiencing symptoms. We thank you all for your support and 
understanding. 
 
Kathy Schill, Moderator 
on behalf of the Reopening Task Team 

OUR COMMITMENT TO HELP STOP THE SPREAD OF 
COVID-19 
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BLOOD DRIVE 

The North Shore Congregational Church Health Committee is helping to sponsor a 
blood drive honoring Karl Schimpf who was a long-time regular donor. There is an 
increased need for blood donations. 

This event will be held Sunday, September 27, from 9am to 2pm at the church, 
downstairs in Fellowship Hall. (All Covid requirements will be followed.) 

To donate you must be at least 17 years old (present photo ID with date of birth), in 
good health and weigh more than 110 pounds. You will be asked about your 
medication, health history, if you have symptoms or have been exposed to someone 
with the Covid virus. Allow about 45 minutes for your appointment. It is important to 
be well hydrated and to eat prior to donating. 

Appointments are requested and sign-up will be handled by calling our contacts listed 
below. 

Walk-ins are always welcome. 

To register: Visit bit.ly/northshoresep27 or call 877-232-4376 COVID 

Update: The SARS CoV-2antibody test, AKA COVID-19 Antibody Test (CAT), will 
now be performed on all blood donations as part of our standard testing. For more 
information visit: www.versiti.org/covid19. 
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BENEVOLENCE 

NSCC SUPPORTS NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
 

This year’s Benevolence Board met for the first time in July and was able to access the 
newly created Mission Reserve Fund to instantly make a difference in people’s lives. 
The board was able to begin reviewing the request for a $5000 grant from a non-profit 
organization. 

This past year our church re-established its connection with Neighborhood House of 
Milwaukee by providing 200 gifts to children and youth in the day care and after-school 
programs. In May, Betty Moore reached out to NH Executive Director Jeff Martinka to 
determine if there was another need we could address. An immediate response came in 
the need of replacing a food pantry that was discontinued by a local church. This pantry 
served needy families and elderly in the surrounding neighborhood with free, nutritional 
food. To support this new endeavor, a grant was submitted to our board and was 
unanimously approved at our August meeting. We have no doubt that this grant will 
make a difference in people’s lives! 

Please contact the church office today, if you are aware of a specific non-profit 
organization that needs our help. A grant can be submitted to the Benevolence Board 
and be considered. 
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BENEVOLENCE BOARD FOOD DRIVE UPDATE 
 

After some discernment and discussion, we will continue to collect food for the 
Ozaukee Family Sharing through the month of September. Beginning in October, we 
will begin supporting Just One More Ministry which is serving the city of Milwaukee 
where one in three residents lives in poverty and one in seven seniors is food insecure.  

Just One More is a 501(c)3 faith based organization dedicated to functioning as the 
hands and feet of Christ on earth by inviting the ignored, the forgotten, the addicted, the 
hungry, the formerly incarcerated and lonely to come, be served and to serve alongside 
each other as God’s children providing regular nutritious meals to those struggling with 
hunger and/or addiction while offering a Christ centered recovery program providing 
guidance and encouragement.  

Thank you for continuing to bring food to the bin located in the portico at the front 
entrance of our meeting house.  
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SOLES FOR JESUS 
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182 pairs of shoes and counting!!!! 

Thank you NSCC! 

 

On August 11, Ryan Ford, Jack and Paula Clor, Betty Moore, Terry Doty-Webb, Lorna 
Hilyard, Carol Wink, Paul and Sheri Scharnweber, Becki, David, and Dottie Schimpf, 
& Tom and Julie Smith, organized and boxed 500 pairs of shoes for Soles For Jesus.   
  
Please continue to bring shoes and place them in the boxes that are located near the 
south and main entrances at church or at the Saturday Farmers Market. Thank you for 
supporting this mission that provides shoes to people in Africa that desperately need 
them!! 

 

The Benevolence Board will continue to collect shoes through October! 
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Many people have been wondering how St. Ben’s has continued to provide food to 
homeless in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Below is a short summary of steps 
taken to date and how we can continue to support this important ministry. 
 

 The week of March 9th St. Ben’s asked volunteers to stop coming to serve at 
both sites (St. Ben’s and House of Peace) and reduced the chair count at each 
table in the Meal Hall to 8.  

 March 16th -- further reduced the total number of chairs to 40.  
 March 17th -- the Meal Hall was completely closed, and staff began to serve 

take-away food from the parking lot.  
 March 21st – St. Ben’s was notified that they could no longer accept or serve 

donated food. 
 March 27th – began to share with guests that they were closing, 
 March 31st – began serving bag lunches until they ran out. 

  
Since April, St. Ben’s has been delivering meals on weeknights to four sites – a shelter 
and to the residents of sites operated by its supported housing partner. The food is 
prepared in the St. Ben’s kitchen and delivered by staff to many of the same residents 
who had been coming to the meal. They have been using a “no contact drop,” so that 
staff at the locations don’t meet.  
 
Additionally, the Emergency Food Pantry at the House of Peace has served 100+ 
households every day since March 13th. Most pantries are run by volunteers and have 
not been able to be open, so they have been serving people from all zip codes.  
 
To date St. Ben’s has been spending (frugally!) from their own resources to continue. 
While we at North Shore are not operating the coffee stand at the weekly farmer’s 
market, we are still collecting contributions from shoppers.  If you’d like to and are able 
help, please donate one of two ways – directly through the church office (designating 
your gift to St. Ben’s) or on line at the website, https://
www.capuchincommunityservices.org/ways-to-help/donations.. 

ST BEN’S UPDATE 
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Brother Robert reports that “The staff have been great: calm, conscientious, and 
reliable. But we need to be “Safer at Home,” and this has driven the changes. People 
miss the Meal, people miss being at the House of Peace, and miss what it provided 
besides food: a place of respite, a place to chat, a place to see a friend. They need to 
return.” 
 
He also reports that he has been in touch with other community meal providers, to see 
how they’re managing and what their plans are. One site aims to re-open in January, 
and another has resumed a take-away service. All sites are facing the same challenges 
with regard to the model of serving donated food prepped off-site. St. Ben’s is 
awaiting a proposal and estimate which will help them learn what they can do 
regarding making changes to the Meal Hall. They have asked for ideas and/or 
professional contacts who can help them plan. 
 
I will continue to share newsletters and other communications as I receive them.   
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Thank you to those families who were able to respond to a survey monkey in late 
August!  Your responses help guide some of the ways we offer connection for children 
and their families. 
 
For Sunday mornings during the 9 am service, if families wish to attend we will have 
staff (following healthy guidelines) here to offer  “godly fun” supervised activities 
outside on the church grounds (unless inclement weather, then down in Fellowship 
Hall). The Crib ‘n Crawler may be staffed as needed.  Please register through the church 
link before Saturday noon so we can make sure we have these activities covered! 
 
Bible related story book, activities, music links, and even snack ideas are sent home to 
families in a mailing packet each week. Through the fall we are active with the “big” 
Old Testament stories.  If you are not receiving these please contact Rev. Julie!  A 
Kidmessage that coincides with your packets goes up on facebook.com/north.church.3 
at 10 am Sunday and can be accessed anytime. Send photos of activities in progress!  
 
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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Watch for opportunities with “The Hangout” for middle and high school youth, with 
Abby and Nick Hodgdon. September 2 some of us met for an outdoor fire pit and 
during the late afternoon of September 13 there is an outdoor mini golf at Missing 
Links in Mequon.  In these changing an fluid time, the Hangout’s will have some 
outdoor or Zoom gatherings through the fall.  
 
Second Sundays of the month this Fall at 11 am we will gather outside!  September 
and October will include celebrating important events for our children and youth.   
Confirmation Youth from our 2019-2020 class will confirm their faith and join the 
church during our first monthly Outdoor Worship on September 13.  The moment will 
be capped off with a dove release around the front gardens. October 11 our third grade 
youth will receive their Bibles ~ always a treasured day in the life of the church.  
 
AgapeSphere for Young Adults 
For the last few years Rob Fredrickson and I (Rev. Julie) have hosted “Agape Table,” 
monthly dinner gatherings with young adults from our Wisconsin Congregational 
churches near the UW Madison and Milwaukee campuses.  As we are unable to gather 
around the table this fall we will be hosting "AgapeSphere” gatherings on Zoom.  No 
longer bound by geography, this offers the unique opportunity to meet from wherever 
the students/young adults are!  Of course everyone will have to “bring their own dinner” 
but the conversation will be good. 
 
Families- please share this information or send along an email to which a Zoom-link 
invitation can be sent.   Our first AgapeSphere will be September 16, at 7.  
Remember send your email address to Rev.’s Julie or Rob.  
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